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GEKERAL  NOTES 

Daring  the  Annoal  Meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Science.,  .and  its  affiliated  societies,  held  in  Washington  from 
December  29  to  Janaary  5 >  Vernon  Bailey  spoke  on  "Oar  Eriends  and  Poes  in 
the  Moase  World"  and. Dr.  Harry  C.  Oberholser  pn  "Conservation  by  Destraction" 
before  the  AraericaTf  Natore-Stady  Society.  Arthor  H.  Howell  talked  on  "Mammals 
of  the  C o as taA  plain  in  Relation  to  Environment" ■ before  the  Ecological  Society 
of  America,  The  Biological  Sarvey  maintained  an  exhibit  thrpoghoat  the  week 
on  the  "Agency  of  Rats  in  Indastry  and  Health,"  which  attracted  considerable 
attention  and  favorable  conment ,  Dr,  E.  W.  Nelson  and  Dr,  H.  H.  T.  Jackson 
are  members  of  the  Coancil  of  the  American  Association,  each  being  a 
representative  of  the  American  Society  of  Mamnalogists .  Doctor  Jackson  also 
represents  the  Ecological  Society  of  America  on  the  Coancil  of  the  Pederation 
of  American  Biological  Societies,  and  in  addition  acted  as  a  member  of  the 
Nominating  Committee  of  the  Ecological  Society, 

Pollowing  their  cos  tom  of  many  years  W-,  L.  McAtee  and  E,  A.  Preble, 
of  the  Biological  Sarvey,  and  Dr,. Alexander  Wetmore,  Saperintendent  of  the 
National  Zoological  Park,  made  a  Christmas  bird  censos  on  December  23  near 
Moont  Vernon,  Va.  The  day  was  cold  and  clear  and  favorable  for  making  observa¬ 
tions.  Althoagh  several  birds  lisaally  present  at  this  season  were  not  observed, 
a  rather  fall  representation  of  possible  species  in  certain  groaps  raised  the 
total  to. 50  species,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  list  so  far  recorded 
from  this  region  at  Christmas  time.  Species  of  onosoal  occarrence  in  winter 
incladod  the  coot,  observed  in  large  numbers,  and  the  phoebe, 

Alden  San^json,  who  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Boreaa  as  its  first  game 
preserve  expert  from  March  1,  1903»  to  March  3I.  190^»  died  of  pneumonia  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  City,  on  January  7»  1925.  ia  his  72d  year, 

Mr.  Sanroson  was  an  enthasiast  in  the  larger  problems  of  game  preservation 
and  while  with  the  Biological  Sarvey  made  extensive  observations  and  stadies 
on  national  forests  in  the  interests  of  the  native  game.  He  was  an  artist, 
explorer,  and .big-game  honter  and  some  of  his  writings  were  published  by 
the  Boone  and  Crockett  Club.  He  was  also  a  lecturer  and  Trriter  on  literature, 
art,  and  archaeology,  and  was  for  years  professor  of  literature  at  Haverford 
College, 

Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam,  former  Chief  of  the  Biological  Sarvey,  who  has 
,  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Geographic  Names  since  1905.  to  which  he  was 
I  appointed  while  still  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  resigned  as  chairman  of  the  Board 
I'  on  January  7»  His  last  act  as  a  member  of  the  Board  was  his  appearance 
!  before  the  House  Committee  on  public  Lands  on  January  9.  in  opposition  to 
1:  the  Joint  Congressional  Resolution  proposing  to  change  the  name  of  Mount 
Rainier  to  Mount  Tacoma.  Doctor  Merriam  is  succeeded  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  by  Prank  Bond,  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
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3^-  Harry  £).  Oberholser  talked  "by  radio  from  Station  WCAP,  HJaahington, 
D,  C,,  bn  January  12,  on^ur  Winter  Birds,"  with  special  reference  to  the 
need  for  the  winter  feeding  of  the  hobwhite  quail  while  snow  covers  the 
ground. 

The  Civil  Service  Commission  will  broadcast  from  Station  WCJiP  a 
short  talk  on  “Our  Heathered  and 'Furred  Friends  and  Enemies,"  being  a 
presentation  of  features  of  the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey.  This  is 
scheduled  for  an  early  date  "as  one  of  a  series  of  radio  talks  on  the  work 
of  the  bureaus  of  the  various  Departments  and  on  examinations  for  entrance 
into  the  Goverrfeent  seWice,  . 

Df.'T*  S.  Palmer  will-address  the  we^ly  Co.nference  of  Extension  _ 
Workers  of  the  •Departraeht  in  the  Office  of  Cooperative  Extension  on 
Wednesday  morning;  January  21,  on  game  conservation^  as  it  .affects  the  farmer. 

At  the' annual  meeting  of  the  Delaware  Talley  Ornithological  Club 
held  at  Philadelphia,  Pa, on  January  .15,  atr  which  the  Biolo^cal  Survey 
was  unofficially  represented  by  Dr,  A,  K*.  Pioher  and  Dr,  T,  S.  Palmer, 

Doctor  Fisher  was  made  an  honorary  member.  . 

The  Committee  oh  THE ' SUPTEY,  .'as  reconstituted  by- Doctor  Nelson  for 
the  calendar  year  is  as  follows:  Dri  W,  B,  Bell,  chairman,  representing 
Economic  Investigations;  -W.V'  C,  Henderson,  for  the  Bureau  as  a  whole; 

Edward  A.  Preble,  Biological  Investigations;  W,  F.  Bancroft,  Alaska 
Investigations-;  E,  R.  Kaliribach,  Food  Habits  Research;  F,  G,  Ashbrook, 

Fur  Resources;  Smith -Riley,  "Game  and  Bird  Reservations;  Dr.  T,  S,  Palmer, 
Importations;  W,  Roy  Dillon,  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  and  Lacey  Acts;  and 
W,  H,  Che esman,  Editor.  News  items-or  su^estions  for  the  inprovement  . 
of  our  house-organ  will  be  welcome  and  should  be. handed  in  through  the 
representative  of  the  ^appropriate  Division.  ' 

In  connection 'With -the  lunchegnrgiven  by  the  Bureau,  of  Home 
Economics  to  the  Board  ef  Direct.ors  -of  .-.the  General  Federat ion  of  Women*  s 
Clubs,  on  January  17,  the  Biological  Survey  by  its  exhibit  on  rats  in 
industry  and  health  showed  that  every  •■'home  ■  economics  worker  and  member  ■ 
of  a  women’s  club  should,  be  interested  in  the  rat  problem.  A  panel  also 
'suggested  possibilities  tc  the  suburbanite  in  . raising  Belgian  hares, 
showing  the  different  varieties  of  Belgian  hare,  the  nutritive  value  of 
the  meat' in  conparison  with  other  meats,  and  the  attractive  dishes  that 
can  be  prepar-ed.  How  to  utilize  the  Townsend  mole,  a  serious  pest  in 
the  Northwest,  was  set  forth,  by  an  exhibit  showing  that  the  community 
would  be' relieved  of  the  damage  done -by- these  animals  if  they  were  trapped 
for  their  pelts,  which  could  be  used -so  advantageously  in  the  preparation 
of  useful  and  ornamental  garments.  The  extermination  of  predatory  Animals 
was  also  featured  by  exhibiting  pelts  of  these  animals  taken  in  cooperative 
campaigns  in  the 'Western  States.  The. exhibit  was  prepared  by  Lisle  Morrison, 
in  cooperation  with  the  project  leaders  concerned. 
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The  following  poblication  of  the  Bareaa  was  isaaed  in  Decemher: 

”Individaal  and  Age.  Variation  in  Mi  or  ot  as  montanas  yosemite,  ”  "by 
A,  Brazier  Howell,  Joornal  of  Agricaltoral  Research,  vol  <.  28, 
no, -10,  pp,  977“1016',  Jane  J,  1924.  (Received  December  4,  19^  •) 

-Among  manascripts  submitted  .'^or  oatside  pablication  in  December 
TTef  e  j  -  " 

Bailey,^  Vernon.  "The  Forry  Maskrat  and  His  Nice  Warm  House.” 

Bell,  W.  B.  .  -"Destroying  Pocket  .Gopher s.**  ■  • 

McAtee,  W..  "Li  "The  Bobwhite — Game  or  Non-Game,"  and  "Polle  Avoine,” 

McAtee,  W.  L.,  E.  A.  Preble,  and' Alexander  Wetmore,  "A  Christmas  Bird 
Census  (Washington,  D,  C.)." 

Mullins,  W,  A.  "Wolf  Extermination  Work  in  Missouri." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "October  and  November  Birds  About  Washington," 
and.  "The  Travels  of  Bihds," 

Preble,  E.  A.  "The  Chachalaca,"  "A  Home  Made  of  Paper,"  "Penguins, 

Birds  of  the  Antarctic  Seas,"  "The  Southern  Sea  Elephant, "  and' 

"Twin  Babies  of  the  Whit e-t ailed  Deer*" 

Stoddard,  Herbert  L*  "Progress  on  Cooperative  (^uail  Investigation,  1924," 
Stoddard,  Herbert  L**  and  Chas,  0.  Handleys  "A  Christmas  Bird  Census 
(Leon  County,  Ela,)." 

BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS  . 

!^eo,  K,  Scheffer,  who  has  been. in  the  Washington,  D.  C.,  office 
since  the  middle  of  October,  left  for  Puyallup,  Wash.,  his  home  and  official 
station,  on  December  22,  During  his  stay  at  the  Washington  office,  the  first 
visit  for  about  ten  years,-  he  coirpleted  several  reports  which  he  has  had  on 
hand  for  some. time.  This  opportunity  to  renew  his'-acquaintance^with  the 
personnel  and  methods  of  the  head  office  was  greatly  appreciated  both  by 
Mr,  Scheffer  and  by  hi  s’' friend's  in  Washington, 

A.  Brazier  Howell  spoke  before  the  Biological  Society  of  Washington 
on  January*"'£7r'''ori'"’^l^ic^‘'That  Live  in  Trees,."  his  talk  being  illus'tTated  by 
lantern  slides,  .  _  ,  . 

^  ‘  ALASKA  INVESTIGATIONS 

..’.’i. ...  pp-Tfalijsr,  Chief  ^Alaska  Game  Warden,  reached  Washington  on,  January 
1,' and* is  at. -present  going  over  Alaska  game,  and  other  matters  with  Doctor 
Nelson^  .  ■■ 

Olaus  J-.  Murie,:  Field  Biologist  in  Alaska,  reached  Washington  on  Janu¬ 
ary '9.  While  here  he  will.^- complete  his  repopt  on  caribou  investigations  and 
on  the  results  obtained' by  the 'scientific  collecting  expedition  which  .visited 
the  ^Yukon-Deita  region  last  summer,  ^ 
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The  Alaska  Game  Act -which  had.  passed  the.  Senate  daring  the  last  *) 

session  of  Congress,  passed  the  Hoase  Janaary  6,  and  was  approved  "by  the  ! 

President  on  Janaary  15-,  thas, becoming  a  law.  The- act  in’ effect  creates  '  i 
an  Alaska  Game  Commission  of  five  members ^r  f oar  to  be  apppinted  by  the  Sec-  ! 

rotary  of  Agricaltoro^-one  from  oach  of  the  foor  jodlcial  divisions  pf  the  j 

Territory.  The  fifth  member  will  be  the  chief  representative  of  the  Biologic?  i 
Sarvey  in. Alaska  and,will  bo  -the  executive  officer'  of  the  Commission,  .The  foi.i 
members  of  the  Commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  will  not  receive  ..v  j 
a  salary  bat  a  per  diem  allowance  covering  their  expenses  in  attending 
meetings.  The  C omcjiss ion -will  have  aathority  to  employ  and  .remove  game  . .  r. 
wardens,  and  its  headqoartors  will  be -at:- Janeaa,  Under  ,  the  bill 'prqvislDbS  .c 
are  made  for  giving  proper  , pro  beet  ion  to:  both  game  and'-for  bearers,:  and  .for:,-..!: 
sach  rogalations  as  \are:  nece.ssaryj  for'  c^rying  oat  these- pravisio;qS'.  .  V  ,  .  . 

ECONOLIIC  INVESTIGATIONS-'  ..V  ‘J’'  .T 

The  exhibit  showing  the  ravages  of  rats  in-.i.r^astry  and  health,  '  - 
prepared  onden  the- directionv of  Jaimes  [Silver,  •  in  .-charge  of  the  Eas.terji' 

Rodent  Control  District,,  in/connectiop  with  the-Uashington  meeting- of .  the ■ 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  •  inc laded  a  cabinet  '  ' 

in  which  mponted^specimons  of,  the.  -rat  were., shpiro^, with  damaged  food  and,  - 

merchandise:,  .two  panels- illastrating,  the  economic  statasj-.of.  the  rat,  one 
describing  and  illastrating  the  relation  of  the  rat  to  the, pabli-c-i^ health, 
amd  one  pictoring  control  methods.  Moontod  specimens  of  the  black  and 
brown  rat  also  were  shown,  together  with.exanplos  of  rat  damage  to  lead 
pipes,  electric  wires,  soap,  etc.  A  scale  model  of  a  section  of  a  bailding 
showing  features. of , rat-proofing:eonstr action  to  prevent  -infestation  byu the 
pest  added,  to  the-  effectiveness  of  the  eshibit.  ■  .  ^  .g  .  .  ,•  • 

Carl  Larson,  a  honter  assigned  to  the 'district  .inc lad i^  the  greater 
part  of  the  Apache  and  [San  Gar los  Ind-ian  Reservations,  Arizona, /was.,[fortanate 
in  killing 'three  adolt  lions/and-c-apt-aring' throe  young  ones  daring  ■November. 

He  had  a  rather  onasual  experience  .•with,  the  mother  [cf  the.  kittens,'  which  ;  .  , 

refased  to  ran  from  the  dogs  and  only  tamed  lo  escape  when  lir.  Larson  was 
very  near.  .'This  is  the  second  inst-oarce  noted- 'by  oar.- hontersi'-in  Arizona  .‘of 
a  female  lion  defending: -her  young. ;  tir.  -Larson  fo.ond-'.it  necegsary  ..to"  crawl  - 
for  a  considerable  distance  into  a  cave  to  kill  a  largo  male  lion  that 
woold  not  tree. 


Daring  November  the  Pathological  Division  of  the  Bareaa  of  Animal 
Indost ry 'Txt  -  Denver  .repdr ted  p-os  i  five  -.©h  the .  exemiinhtion  "of ^  •a.,  dog"" ki lied 

for  rabies  near  Mont-e.  Vista,  COlo.  r.-.  John., 77;,  Crook, --assis.tant':  predatory  .  .* 

animal  control  loader  of  Colorado,  reported  that  this  dog  liad  gone  mad  on,.  ^ 
a  ranch  12  miles  soath  of  ifonte  Vista,  and  had  bitten  the  rancher,  his  wife, 
and  two  of  their  childron.-  ■  ThiS'  evidently.- is  a.  sporadic  case- res.ol ting  . 
from  the  .rabies,  oatb re ak  last-  spring,  on  the  eastern-;-edge.' of  -  the.  San-^ Lai'S  . 
Valley,  ..■  /  . :  ...  II: b- vu  ,1:.  ' I; : 


THE  SUHTTEY 


-  5  - 


Janoary,  1925 


As  a  resalt  of  the  effective  work  daring  the  past  spring  and  saimiBr 
for  the  suppression  of  rohies  in  the  San  Lais  Valley,  Colorado,  it  is 
anderstood  that  the  Rio  Grande  Woolgrowers  Association  plans  to  raise  a 
fond  for  cooperation  with  the  Biological  Sarvey  and  the  Colorado  State 
Board  of  Stock  Inspection  Commissioners  for  coyote  eradication  .work  on 
the  Rio  Grande  National  Forest  and  adjacent  areas  in  Colorado. 

Charles  Cromhine,  a  hunter,  was  detailed  daring  Novemher  to  a 
ranch  west  of  Loveland,  Colo.,  which  had  reported  2U0  sheep  killed  hy 
coyotes.  On  arrival  he  foond  some  of  the  sheep  had  "been  killed  hy 
dogs  instead,  hat  the  greatest  .loss,  was  occasioned  hy  the  sheep,  being 
crowded  into  a  corner  and,. smothered. 

The  oatstanding  individaal  hunter’s  record  for  November  in  New  Mexico 
was  that  of  Foreman.  Echols  of  Grant  Coanty  in  tr^ping.foar  wolves  in  one 
night.  In  addition  to  this  splendid  catch  in  the  coarse  of  his  poisoning 
demonstration  work  Mr,  Echols  accoanted  for  10  coyotes. 

D,  A,  Gilchrist,,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Arizona,  received  tlie 
following  letter  from  a  farmer  in  Maricopa  Ooonty,  under  date  of  December  1: 
"By  asing  your  rabbit  poison  I  saved  over  $2,500  worth  of  crops  this  year 
which  rabbits  would  have  destroyed.  We  killed  more  than  3OO  jackrabbits 
one  night  with  yodr  poison  placed  on  fresh  alfalfa,  tips  scattered  in  the 
trails  leading  from  the  desert."  • 

The  occarrence  of  baboni.c  plagae  among  ground  squirrels  in  several 
of  the  coast  counties  in  California  has  aroused  no  little  concern  among 
public  health  officials,  Cacpaigns ..against  both  squirrels  and  rats  have 
produced  good  results  in  San  Luis  Obispo  County,  where  a  special  crew 
has  been' enployed  for  the  past  four  months.  That  the  plague  was  also 
present  in  Monterey,  San  Benito,  and  Contra  Costa  is  evident  in  the 
numbers  of  Squirrels  that  have  died  in  certain  sections,  and  the  horti¬ 
cultural  commissioners  of  these  counties  are  alive  to  the  situation. 
Laboratory  analysis  by  the  U,  S.  Public  Health  Service  showed  that  the 
disease  affecting  squirrels  in  San  Luis  Obispo  and  San  Benito  Counties 
was  the  plagae.  It  is  not  believed  by  the  Public  Health  Service  that 
tularaemia  was  present. 

Rat  depredations  were ■ investigated  during  the  month  in  the  orange 
packing  houses  in  the  citrus  sections  of  Calif omia^  where  the  rat  has 
adapted  itself  to  local  conditions  and  has  become  a  serious  pest,  'Joseph 
Keyes,,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  California,  reports  that  rats  seem 
especially  fond  of  -citrus  seed,  , showing  a  preference  for  those  of  grapefruit. 
In  moving  among  and  over -the  fruit  in  storage  they  carry  the  spores  of 
decay  on  their  feet  ,  and  claws.  A  poison  demonstration  was  given,  in  which 
lemon  and  orange  seeds,  a  by-product  from  a  citrus  factory,  were  treated 
with  the  standard  formula  and,  together  with  Hamburg  steak  containing  barium 
carbonate j  Were  distributed  thoroughly  within  several  buildings,  resulting 
in  the  complete  disappearance. of  the  rats. 
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Inspection  nade  daring  HovenlDer  of  an  SOO-acre  area  soath  of  Chadron, 
S.  Dal^.,  that  was  treated  for  pocket  gophers  last  soramer,  showed,  according 
to  H.  R.  Wells,  leader  in  rodent  control,  it  to  be  per  cent  cleared  of 
the  pests. 


Recently  officials  of  Brown  Coonty,  S.  Dak.,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Wells 
a  package  of  100  front  feet  of  some  rodent  which  had  been  presented  for 
pocket  gopher  boonty.  The  coonty  agent  was  advised  that  the  feet  were 
those  of  meadow  mice.  Several  hondred  of  these  feet  have  been  presented 
for  boonty  and  the  coonty  ds  refosing  payment  for  them. 


Mr.  Wells  reports  a  little  tme  given  in  November  to  stodying  the 
activities  of  timber  sqoirrels  in  their  relation  to  reforestation.  While 
those  rodents  consome  an  enormoos  number  of  pine  seeds  in  a  year,  it  is 
possible  that  in  at  least  the  Harney  National  Rorest,  where  there  is 
considerable  natural  reforestation,  they  do  more  good  than  harm.  The 
sopervisor  of  this  forest  states  that  the  "red  sqoirrol  is  one  of  oor  most 
faithfol  assistants  in  gathering  the  cones  from  which  the  seeds  are  ex¬ 
tracted.  Every  fall  we  fix  a  price  which  we  will  pay  for  cones  and  the 
settlers  immediately  search  for  sqoirrel  hoards  to  secure  them.  Were 
it  not  for  the  sqoirrels  storing  these  oor  cones  would  cost  considerably 
more."  In  many  sections  of  the  Black  Hills  For.est,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  value  could  be  placed  on  the  sqoirrel,  because  natural  reforestation 
there  is  difficult  and  the  loss  of  seeds  is  more  noticeable.  Squirrel 
caches  are  often  found  to  contain  three  and  four  bushels  of  cones.  One 
collector  claims  to  have  taken  l4  bushels  from  one  cache.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  this  systematic  rifling  of  the  squirrels*  winter  food  stores 
does  not  appear  to  affect  their  ability  to  come  through  the  cold  season 
in  good  condition,  probably  due  to  the  fact  that:  all  the  stores  are  not 
found. 


Most  of  the  month  of  November  in  South  Dakota  was  devoted  to  prep¬ 
aration  for  winter  rat-control  work  and  organization  for  spring  campaigns. 

The  matter  of  a  pocket-gopher  caepaign  in  the-  Hardy  and  Black  Butte  Districts 
of  the  Black  Hills  National  Forest  was  also  given  additional  consideration. 

The  Forest  Service  is  particularly  concerned  with  this  project  as  it  affects 
grazing  on  the  national  forest.  Several  days  were  given  to  a  survey  of 
the  grazing  parks  on  the  Settlers  and  Cold  Creek  Units,  where  in  addition 
to  forage  actually  consumed  by  pocket  gophers  it  is  estimated  that  at  least 
20  per  cent  of  the  range  is  unproductive,  due  to  the  large  mounds  thrown  up. 

A  considerable  loss  is  sustained  also  from  stock  which  break  through  runways. 

The  rangers  in  charge  of  the  district  at  first  questioned  the  advisability  a 


eliminating  pocket  gophers ,  on  the  ground  that  the  mounds  offered  a  perfect 
seed  bed  for  pine  seed,  but  subsequent  investigation  failed  to  show  the  seed¬ 
lings  taking  advantage  of  this.  Weeds,  however,  were  found  to  be  gaining  a 
foothold  in  the  mounds.  As  a  result  of  these  findings 'the  ranger  has  prepared 
a  report  of  conditions  and  recommends  that  funds  be  set  aside  by  the  Forest 
Service  for  control  purposes.  It  is  hoped  some  ^,000  acres  can  bo  treated 
this  coming  year. 
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Leo  K.  Coach  reports  that  a  moase  oathrealc  occorred  daring  the  month 
on  the  apper  Colomhia  River  in  Stevens  Coanty,  Washington,  After  an 
investigation,  follovred  hy  a  poisoning  demonstration,  2,000  poonds  of 
poisoned  grain  was  distrihated  to  cover  1,100  acres  of  orchard  owned  hy  a 
single  company  at  Marhle.  Investigation  showed  that  snowshoe  rahhits  had 
caased  some  girdling  last  winter,  this  being  the  first  damage  noted  from 
this  species  of  rahhit, 

James  Silver  and  Morris  A,  Stewart,  of  the  Eastern  Rodent  Control 
District,  were  engaged  in  field  moase  investigations  in  orchards  at 
Vienna,  Va.,  daring  the  fore  part  of  December,  following  which  they  made 
a  series  of  field-mnase  control  demonstrations  in  the  fr ait-growing  sections 
of  Pennsylvania.  Carlyle  Carr,  of  the  same  district,  has  completed  arrange¬ 
ments  for  three  coonty-wide  campaigns  against  rats  in  Indiana  and  Illinois 
to  be  condacted  in  Janaary, 

POOD  HAS  ITS  RESEARCH 

In  the  coarse  of  the  calendar  year  19^  a  total  of  2,3SS  stomachs  of 
birds  were  examined  in  the  laboratory.  This  brings  the  number  of  examined 
stomachs  ap  to  92,33^5  slightly  more  than  half  of  the  total  cataloged,  171,927 

A  report  of  progress  in  the  quail  investigation  has  been  prepared  and 
it  is  hoped  to  have  copies  available  shortly  for  distribution  among  those  most 
interested  in  this  cooperative  project, 

GAIvIE  AMD  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

A,  -P.  Nelsor^ Warden  of  the  Elk  Refuge,  writes  that  there  were  4,500 
elk  on  the  refuge  and  adjoining  ranches  the  first  of  the  year.  About  I5 
inches  of  snow  fell  there  in  21  hours  beginning  on  the  morning  of  December  18, 
and  on  the  morning  of  December  20  a  temperature  of  ,52  degrees  below  zero 
was  recorded. 

Very  cold  weather  is  reported  at  Big  Lake  Bird  Reservation,  Arkansas, 
Since  the  19th  of  December,  the  ground  has  been  covered  with  sleet  and  the 
lake  with  ice;  accordingly,  ducks  have  left  the  refuge, 

W.  M,  McDaniel,  warden  of  North  Platte  Bird  Reservation,  Nebraslta, 
reports  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  ducks  and  geese  at  that  refuge, 
but  due  to  extremely  cold  weather  -  a  temperature  of  21  degrees  below  zero 
on  December  I9  -  the  birds  left  before  the  first  of  the  year. 

A  small  increase  over  last  year  in  the  number  of  ducks  at  Key  West  Bird 
Reservation,  Florida,  is  reported  by  the  warden,  Ludwig  Bethel, 

Forty  of  the  surplus  buffalo  from  the  herd  at  the  Montana  Bison  Range 
have  been  purchased  by  William  Randolph  Hearst  and  shipped  to  him  at  San  Luis 
Obispo,  Calif, 
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At  Sollys  Hill  G-rune  Preserve,  North  Pakota,  a  winter  hoase  for  water 
"birds  has  "been  constracted,  and  one  and  one-half  acres  sarroonding  it  cleared 
for  a  "bird  yard.  This  yard  has  "been  fenced  and  three  dams  constracted  to 
make  two  ponds  for  tlie  lacks.  The  temperatore  recorded  at  S'ollys  Hill  on 
Deceraiber  IS  was  32  degrees  "below  zero.  D'oring  the  calendar  year  this  ref  age 
was  visited  "by  8,l47  persons,  "Kate,'*  the  22-year  old  "boffalo  which  was 
sent  to  this  reservation  from  Portland,  Oreg,,  in  1918,  is  fed  grain  every 
day  and  is  said  to  "be  in  good  condition. 

IMPORTATIONS 

The  importation  of  foxes  from  Canada  continaed  steadily  daring  the 
month  of  December  and  telegraphic  reqaests  for  permits  reqairing  immediate 
attention  were  received  daily  "by  the  Bareaa,  Permits  were  issaed  for 
1,710  foxes  daring  the  month,  and  shipments  were  entered  at  a  number  of 
ports  along  the  "border  from  Vance"boro,  to  Blaine,  Wash, 

Several  large  shipments  of  "birds,  chiefly  canaries  and  parrots  for 
the  Christmas  trade,  were  "brought  in  under  permit  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

B.  S.  Bowdish,  Demarest,  N.  J.,  "began  inspections  of  foreign  "birds 
and  mammals  at  New  York  on  'Decem"ber  8,  relieving  W.  De  Witt  Miller,  of  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  who  had  "been  making  the  inspections 
since  last  Jane. 


MIGRATORY  BIRD  TREATY  AID  LACEY- ACTS 

M.L-,  Lawyer,  who  was  oat  of  the  city  daring  the  greater  part  of 
December,  is  back  at  his  desk. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board,  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act, 
was  held  at  the  Cosmos  Club,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  December  10  with  l4 
members  in  attendance. 

Warden  Riddick,  of  Houston,  Tex.,  reported  under  date  of  Novemiber 
15  the  greatest  n'umbers  of  brant  at  the  mouth  of  the  Trinity  River,  Chambers 
County,  Tex.,  that  he  had  seen  since  he  arrived  in  the  State,  He  also  said 
that  at  that  time  he  found  more  Wilson  snipe  in  the  marshes  of  Chambers 
County  than  he  had  ever  seen  before. 

Warden  Whitehead,  of  Georgia,  reports  greatly  increased  numbers  of 
mourning  doves  in  that  State  this  season,  and  that  he  Mias  seen  over  a 
thousand  in  one  field.  They  are  feeding  in  the  pine  forests. 

The  following  excerpts  from  wardens'  reports  concerning  game  con¬ 
ditions  in  their  districts  will  be  found  of  interest: 

Warden  Perry,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  9i  "At  the  point  where  we 
boarded  the  motorboat  there  were  many  kinds  of  wild  ducks,  many  thousands 
of  them,  mostly  mallards,  reaching  almost  half  way  across  the  river  and. 
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jadging  from  field-glass  observation,  at  least  tvro  miles  down  the  stream. 

On  one  bar  about  ten  miles  above  Rosedale,  Miss.,  wo  saw  at  least  four 
thoasand  wild  Canada  geese,  some  of  which  were  feeding  on  willows  on  the 
banks  of  the  river.” 

Warden  S,  7,  Yisart,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  December  6:  ”There  being 
no  water  in  the  creeks,  the  dacks  are  confined  to  the  lakes  and  it  woald 
be  in5)ossible  to  describe  the  sight  -  for  miles  and  miles  it  seems  that 
there  is  not  room  for  another  dack,” 

Warden  Riddick,  Hooston,  Tex.,  November  26:  ”Foand  aboat  three 
thoasand  dead  docks  on  a  pond  three  miles  north  of  Happy,  Tex.,  and  aboat 
five  hondrod  dead  ones  on  a  pond  seven  miles  soatheast.  Saw  very  few  sick 
dacks  -  less  than  a. dozen.  Took  san5)les  of  the  wa-ter  for  transmittal  to 
the  Boreaa  to  be  analyzed.  It  looked  very  mach  like  alkali  poisoning,” 

Warden  Valentine  Raeth,  Milwaokee,  Wis.,  October  l4:  "Last  night  my 
partner,  Peter  Diedrich,  and  I  siorprised  a  party  of  five  net  fishermen  at 
Bass  Bay,  Big  Maskego  Lake,  Waokesha  Coonty  (Wisconsin).  They  got  away 
in  sach  a  harry  that  they  left  a  seine  aboat  5OO  feet  or  more  long,  a 
new  Ford  tearing  car,  two  good  overcoats  and  other  clothing,  a  pocket  book 
with  $445,40,  a  bardc  book  with  $50  in  it,  and  a  gold  watch.  We  deposited 
the  money,  bank  book,  watch,  etc.,  with  the  Clerk  of  the  coart  at  Waokesha, 
We  seized  the  car  and  seine  and  got  a  warrant  for  the  owner  of  the  car 
and  bank  book  and  John  Doe  warrants.  So  far  nobody  has  claimed  the  money 
or  car  and  we  did  not  find  the  owner  of  the  car  at  the  address  given.” 

The  following  appointments  were  made  to  the  position  of  U,  S,  Depaty 
Game  Warden  daring  December; 

Richard  H.  Smith,  5  West  37‘th  St.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harry  H,  Riedinger,  67IO  Penna.  Ave.,  St.  Loais,  Mo, 

Robert  L.  Pool,  Gibson,  Ga, 

The  appointment  of  Franlc  D.  Yoorhees,  1905  Grandview  Ave,,  Pontsmoath, 
Ohio,  was  terminated  December  10. 

Bert  Landes,  Bath,  Ill,,  resigned  as  U.  S.  Depaty  Game  Warden, 

November  2S. 


Cases  Terming,ted  -  Reports  Received  daring  Decem.ber 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Barwaeier 

1 

Missoori 

Hanting  dacks  irf  close  season 

$1 

It 

2 

tt 

Killing  dacks  in  close  season 

$15  each 

11 

1 

tt 

Possessing  dacks  in  close  season 

$25 

tt 

1 

tt 

Possessing  a  meadowlark 

$1 
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Cases  Term inated  -  Report s  Received  daring  Deceniber  (Cont inaed) 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine  ^j| 

Barmeier  and  Maitland**  1 

Missouri 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$15 

II  «  It 

2 

It 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$5  each 

Barmeier  and  Heller*' 

1 

It 

Possessing  part  of  a  heron 

$1 

H  It  tl 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  bullbat  (nighthawk) 

$1 

Britton 

2 

New-  Mexico 

Possessing  swans 

$50  each 

Creech*  and  Heller* 

2 

1 11 1:^0  is 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Heller* 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  ducks  and  snipe  in 

$50 

If 

close  season 

** 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  and 

costs  of 

tl 

$25,Ug 

1 

It 

Killing  dudes  in  close  season 

$25  and 

Kelsey 

• 

costs  of 

$17.20 

1 

South  Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$20 

It 

1 

It 

Killing  swans 

$25 

Kelsey  and  Shaver 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close 

$1  and 

season 

costs 

Linebaagh 

2 

Kentucky 

Hunting  doves  after  sunset 

$10  each 

It 

3 

tl 

Possessing  a  loon 

$10  each 

McCarley* 

3 

Florida 

Killing  ducks  and  doves  after 

$5.  each 

sunset 

Magbee* 

1 

Georgia 

Killing  bullbats  (nighthawks) 

$2.50 

ft 

5 

It 

Killing  bullbats  (nighthawks) 

$1  each 

Pacetti 

1  - 

Florida 

Purchasing  ducks 

$10 

Perry  and  Dickerson* 

'  2 

Mississippi 

Possessing  robins 

$10  each  1 

Smith 

1 

Ivtassachusetts 

;^illing  a  tern 

$10  1 

Smith  and  Wallace** 

1 

Maine 

Killing  turnstones 

$5 

Stewart* 

2 

Delaware 

Hunting  ducks  at. night 

$1  each  AnI 

• 

costs  1 

Terhone* 

1 

Alaska 

Killing  a  swan 

$ 10  and 

costs 

Whitehead 

1 

Georgia  . 

Exceeding  bag  limit  on  ducks 

$10  ' 

tl 

10 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$25  each  ; 

*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 

6ases  Reported  for  Prosecution 

Armstrong*  and  Moore** 

3 

California 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Baird*  and  Nelson** 

1 

Michigan 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

;Barmeier  and  Heller* 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  part  of  a  heron 

Bloxsom,  Muchbach, 

2 

Marylt^d 

Trapping  ducks 

and  Creighton* 

fl 

) 

2 

R 

Hunting  ducks  at  night 

It 

2 

tl 

Shooting  ducks  from  boat  towed  by 

4 

powerboat 
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Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violat ion 

Bonner* 

3 

North  Carolina 

Killing  coot  from  raotorhoat 

Britl^on 

2 

New  Mexico 

Possessing  swan 

Brovni* 

1 

North  Dalaota 

Killing  a  sandhill  crane 

Eass** 

3 

Arizona 

Killing  dacks  in  close  season 

Hilliard  and 

5 

New  Jersey 

Honting  dacks  after  s onset 

.  Pierce* 
lineBaagh 

2 

Kent  acky 

Honting  doves  after  sonset 

ti 

3 

II 

Possessing  a  loon 

McCarley* 

5 

Florida 

Honting  docks  and  doves  afters 

OB er ha as* 

1 

Alaharna 

Hunting  docks  after  sionset 

Facet tl 

1 

Florida 

Possessing  aigrettes 

Pierce*  and  Hall**  2 

New  Jersey 

Hunting  docks  after  sunset 

Hoahen 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  coots  from  motorhoat 

u 

2 

tl 

Killing  docks  after  sonset 

Steele,  0.  D, 

2 

Iowa 

Shooting  at  snipe  after  songet 

Steele,  0.  D., 

2 

II 

Hunting  docks  after  sunset 

Passel?  -and 
Stewart* 

Larsen** 

2 

Delaware 

Hunting  docks  at  night 

Ter hone* 

2 

Ala.s^ 

Possessing  swans 

* 

** 


U.  S.  Depaty  Game  Warden 
State  Depaty  Game  Warden 
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This  issue  of  THE  SURVEY  has  heen  delayed  somexvhat  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  receipt  of  several  January  field  reports,  on  which  news  notes 
for  the  month  are  chiefly  based.  Issuance  a  little  later  in  the  month 
than  formerly  will  make  it  possible  to  incln.de  field,  notes  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  month  rather  than  notes  nearly  two  months  old,  as  ha.s  sometimes 
been  the  case  heretofore. 

GEEEEAL  NOTES 


The  agricultural  appropriation  bill  for  the  fiscal  year  1928  has 
passed  Congress  and  is  now  a  law.  The  appropriations  for  the  Biological 
Survey  have  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  $12,000  to  the  item  for  the 
maintenance  of  mammal  and,  bird  reservations  for  the  construction  of  a 
highway  throTigh  Sullys  Kill  National  Gam.e  Preserve,  North  Dakota;  $5,000 
to  the  item  for  the  protection  of  migratory  birds;  and  a  nev/  item  of 
$400,000  for  the  establistim,ent  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Pi^^er  Wild  Life 
and  Pish  P.efuge.  Items  amounting  to  $22,220,  formerlj^  appropriated  for 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  for  the  protection  of  game  in  Alaska,  have 
also  been  added  to  the  B^rreau's  aiDpropriations.  Small  decreases  were  made 
in  salary  and  expense  items,  so  that  the  total  increase  for  the  Bureau 
over  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1925  amounts  to  $413,228  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  $22,220  which  was  made  available  by  special  act  of  Congress 
for  expenditure  by  this  Bu.reau  during  the  fiscal  year  1925.  The  total 
appropriation  for  the  Biological  Survey  is  $1,372,768. 


The  eighth  re,gular  meeting  of  the  Government  Business  Organisation 
was  held  at  Iviemorial  Continental  Hall  on  January  26,  1925,  and  was  attended 
bjr  the  Chief  and  other  officials  of  the  Bureau. 

After  reviewing  the  economies  which  had  been  effected  beginning  with 
the  fiscal  year  1921,  the  President  stated  his  desire  that  expenditures 
this  year,  excluding  the  amo-iont  for  the  public  debt  retirement,  be  kept 
within  $3,000,000,000,  necessitating  a  curtailment  of  the  expenditure  pro¬ 
gram  by  $62,000,000. 

Of  the  personnel  of  the  Government  as  a  whole  the  President  said 
that  '‘no  more  devoted,  patriotic,  and  efficient  employees  can  be  found  any- 
i^here  than  Government  servants.  Their  loyal  effort  and  intelligent  cooper¬ 
ation  is  making  economy  with  efficiency  possible."  In  speaking  of  the 
financiaJ  program  for  the  fiscal  year  1926  he  stated:  "Tor  the  fiscal  year 
1926  our  financial  outlook  as  presented  in  the  Budget  for  that  year  is  most 
encouraging.  If  the  Budget  program  is  sustained  by  Congress  at  this  session 
I  i7ill  be  able  in  the  next  Budget  to  recommend  a  further  reduction  in  taxes.' 

General  Lord,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  followed  the 
President  in  addressing  the  meeting.  He  referred  to  the  Government  as  the 
worldds  greatest  business  organization,  with  115,000,000  stockholders.  In 
following  up  the  President's  desire  for  a  reduction  of  $62,000,000  in  this 
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year's  estimated  expenditures  he  asked  that  the  expenditure  program  he  at¬ 
tacked  vigorously,  saying:  "Begin  with  the  little  things  and  end  with  the 
hig  things.  Travel  less,  huy  less,  ship  less,  huild  less,  employ  less, 
write  less,  print  less,  use  less,  waste  nothing." 

Talhott  Denmead,  C.  C.  Sperry,  and  Captain  lioody  Creighton  of  the 
Bureau's  boat  the  Curlew  were  engaged  from  January  18  to  27  in  taking  a 
census  of  waterfowl  of  the  lower  Potomac,  Currituck  Sound,  and  Chesapeake 
Bay  regions.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the  ahimdance  of  swans,  of 
which  814  X7ere  observed.  These  birds  were  reported  to  have  been  commoner 
earlier  in  the  winter.  Canvasbacks  and  black  ducks  were  ahondant  on  the 
upper  Potomac,  and  Canada  geese  were  present  in  large  numbers  in  Currituck 
Sound.  Adverse  weather  was  encountered  on  the  trip  up  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
the  investigation  was  ended  at  Baltimore,  v/here  the  Curlew  was  frozen  in. 

His  former  associates  in  Washington  and  in  the  field  will  regret  to 
learn  of  the  death  of  Henry  Oldys,  writer,  lecturer,  authority  on  bird 
music,  and  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Biological  S'orvey  from  1899  to  1916. 
Mr.  Oldys  died  at  Petersburg,  IT.  Y.  ,  on  January  19,  1925,  in  his  66th  year, 
having  been  born  on  March  26,  1859.  The  sympathy  of  his  former  friends 
and  co-workers  is  extended  to  the  widow  and  their  four  children  -  a  son  and 
three  daughters.  The  Biological  Survey  was  represented  at  the  interment  at 
Rock  Creek  Cemetery,  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  by  members  of  the  staff.  While 
with  the  Biological  Survey  lir.  Oldys  v/as  author  or  co-author  of  many  bulle¬ 
tins  concerning  game,  progress  in  game  protection,  and  the  game  law  bulle¬ 
tins  and  digests  between  the  years  1900  and  1911,  and  in  addition  contrib¬ 
uted  articles  to  the  Yearbook  as  follows;  "Audubon  Societies  in  Relation 
to  the  Parmer"  (1902);  "Cagebird  Traffic  of  the  United  States"  (1906);  and 
"Introduction  of  the  Hungarian  Partridge  into  the  United  States"  (1909); 
and  the  following  to  other  series:  "Definitions  of  Open  and  Close  Seasons 
for  Game''  (Biological  S'xrvey  Circular  43);  "Importation  of  Game  Birds  and 
Eggs  for  Propagation"  (Parmers'  Bulletin  197);  and  "Pheasant  Raising  in  the 
United  States"  (Parmers'  Bulletin  390). 

The  following  manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publica¬ 
tion; 

Bailey,  Vernon.  "Traps  for  Catching  Animals  Alive  and  Uninjured." 

Couch,  Leo  K.  "A  Hasty  Bird  Census." 

Goldman,  E.  A.  "Distribution  of  Mammals  and  Birds  of  Arizona  by  Life 
Areas"  ;  "A  Hew  Bat  of  the  Genus  Trachops  from  Guatemala"  ;  and  "A  Hew 
Kangaroo  Rat  of  the  Genus  Dipodomys  from  Oregon." 

Hanson,  Harl  B.  " Lung’.'7orms  in  Poxes  and  Their  Treatment." 

Howell,  A.  3.  "On  the  Alimentary  Tracts  of  Souirrels  with  Diverse  Pood 
Habits";  and  "On  Pathologic  Skulls  of  Captive  Lions." 

Jackson,  Hartley.  H.  T.  '‘Review  of  The  Rat:  Data  and  Reference  Tables, 

2nd  Ed.  ,  by  Henry  E.  Donaldson." 

Jewett,  Stanlejr  G.  "Hesting  of  the  Sagehen  in  Siskiyou  County,  California 
( Centrocercus  urophasiantis) . " 

Kellogg,  Remington.  "Supplementary*  Observations  on  the  Skull  of  the 
Possil  Porpoise,  Zarhachis  flanella tor.  Cope." 
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Lincoln,  Erederick  C.  “Loons  and  Horned  GreLes  in  Pomid  Hets.'* 

McAtee,  k.  L.  “Calendar  Reform";  “plying  Cafeterias":  “The  Role  of 
Vertehrates  in  the  Control  of  Insect  Pests" ;  and  “Work  of  the  United 
States  Biological  Survey  in  Relation  to  the  Citizens  of  Hew  Y^ork  State." 
Ivfarie,  0.  J.  “Eskimo  Bogs  of  the  Arctic  prontier"  ;  and  “The  1-Tighthawk  in 
Alasica." 

Oherholser,  Harry  C.  “Conservation  hy  Destruction";  “Decemher  and 
Janua.ry  Birds  Ahout  Washington"  ;  “The  Migration  of  Horth  American 
Birds:  SIVII — PIummingDirds"  ;  “A  Hew  Hame  for  the  Genus  Ac  tophi  lus 
Oherholser";  and  “  Tne  Relations  of  Vegetation  to  Bird  Life  in  Texas." 
Prehle,  E.  A.  "Pur  Seals  of  the  Prihilof  Islands"  ;  and  “A.  Hest  in  a  Snow 
Gro  tto .“ 

Ransom,  ;ieoster  “Old  Squaw  Hack  Taken  in  Pranklin  County,  Washington." 

The  following  articles  hy  memhers  of  the  Biological  Sirrvey  which 
have  been  published  in  the  Journal  of  Agriculkaral  Research  are  now  avail¬ 
able  in  separate  form: 

"Anthelmintic  Efficiency  of  Carbon  Tetrachlorid  in  the  Treatment  of 
Poxes,"  by  Karl  B.  Hanson  and  H.  L.  Van  Volkenberg.  (Q,-2.)  (Received 
January  23.) 

“  Individ-oal  and  Age  Variation  in  Micro tus  montanus  yo Semite , "  hy 
A.  Brazier  Howell.  (Q-3.)  (Received  pebruany  3.) 

“The  European  Hare  (Lenus.  europaeus  Pallas)  in  Horth  America,"  by 
James  Silver.  (Q-4. )  (Received  Pehruary  19,.) 

The.  following  radio  talks  by  members  of  the  Washington  office  were 
broadca.st -d-'oring  January: 

Lincoln,  Prederick  C.  "The  Mysteries  of  Bird  Migration,"  Station  WRC, 

January  29. 

Oherholser,  Harry  C.  " winter  Birds,"  Station  UCAP,  January  12. 

- "peeding  Birds  in  Winter,"  Station  WCAP,  Janua.ry  30. 

BIOLOGICAL  IIP/ESTIGATIOHS 

T.  li.  Scheffer  assisted  recently  in  secioring  skins  of  mountain  beavers 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  their  fur  value.  Several  days  also  vi/ere  spent  by 
him  investigating  damage  to  fir  and  maple  trees  by  silver -gray  squirrels  in 
parks  about  Tacoma,  Wash.  This  work  included  studies  of  the  breeding  ha.bits, 
and  endeavors  by  feeding  to  divert  the  animals  from  attacks  on  the  trees. 

The  members  of  the  Biological  Survey  have  learned  with  deep  regret 
of  the  losses  recently  sustained  by  two  of  their  fellow  Y/orksrs  in  Biological 
Investigations.  Pred  J.  Lincoln,  father  of  P.  C.  Lincoln,  died  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  on  January  29,  1925,  at  the  age  of  58  years-.  Mrs.  Lavera  S.  C.  Ober- 
holser,  mother  of  Dr.  PI.  C.  Oherholser,  died  at  East  Ea.ddam,  Conn.  ,  on  psh- 
ruary  18,  1925,  at  the  age  of  93  years.  The  simapathy  of  the  Biological  5'ur- 
vey  is  extended  to  the  surviving  members  of  the  families  in  their  bereave¬ 
ment  . 


THE  SURVEY 


EeUruary,  1925 


4  - 


ALAS:^^.  Il'IVZSTIGATIOIJS  .  - 

Orders  hax’’e  "been  issued  transferring  v7a.rden  Dufresne  from  Home  to 
Holy  Cross,  and  harden  Warwick  from  Elat  to  Eagle.  They  will  leave  for 
their  ne¥/  stations  as  soon  as  the  transportation  season  opens. 

Thomas  E.  Jensen,:  of  JJome,  a  memher  of  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
;vas  a- visitor  to  the  Bureau  early  this  month,  on  his  way  from  Eargo,  IJ. 
Dak.,  to  Juneau. 

Warden  Erank  Dufresne,'  at  Home,  reports  the  arrest  of  two  natives 
last  month  for  killing  foxes  orit  of  season.  Both  were  convicted.  Two 
white  and  two  red  fox  skins  were  seized  and  turned  over  to  the  United 
States  marshal  at  Home. 

0.  J.  Murie  is  preparing  a  report  on  his  trip  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Y'okon  -River  last  summer  and  on  his  work  with  the  carihou.  Present  plans, 
contemplate  that  he  m^ay  visit  the  Alaska  Peninsula  during  the  coming  sum¬ 
mer.  He  spoke  before  the  Biological  Society  of  \i/ashington  on  Eebruary  28, 
on  “White  Sheep  in  the  Alaska  Range." 

Ernest  P.  Walker,  chief  Alaska  game  warden,  on  Eebruary  14  gave  a 
short  illustrated  talk  before  the  Biological  Society  of  Washington  on  the 
commercial  development  of  the  blue  fox  industry  in  Alaska.  Ivu.  v»alker  has 
been  in  Washington  since  early  in  January,  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
new  Alasl'za  game  lavi?  has  been  engaged  in  aiding  the  Chief  of  bureau  in  out¬ 
lining  the  procedure  necessary  to  putting  the  law  into  effect  through  the 
Alaska  Game  Commission.  He  will  soon  return  to  Juneau. 


L.  J.  Palmer,  assistant  in  charge  of  reindeer  grazing  investigations 
has  completed  the  manuscript  for  a  bulletin  on  reindeer  grazing,  and  is  now 
making  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  headquarters  from -Home  to  Eairbanks 
He  expects  to  return  to  Alaska  in  the  next  few  days.  Before  going  to  Fair¬ 
banks  he  will  supervise  the  transportation  of  fifteen  young  caribou  bulls 
down  the  Yukon  River  from  Zokrines  to  its  mouth,  and  from  there  to  Hunivak 
Island,  where  breeding  experiments  will  be  undertaken  to  improve  the  rein¬ 
deer  herds  on  the  island. 

In  Southeastern  Alaska  exceptionally  heavy  snow,  accompanied  by 
severe  weather,  has  driven  the  Sitka  deer  to  the  beaches,  where  they  are 
endeavoring  to  subsist  on  kelp  picked  up  at  low  tide.  The  animals  were 
seriously  threatened  with  starvation  and  urgent  appeals  were,  wired  to  the 
Bureau  for  help  in  feeding  them.  As  there  were  no  available  funds  for  this 
work  Doctor  Helson  presented  the  situation  to  various  individuals  and  or¬ 
ganizations  of  the  East  interested  in  preserving  xvild  life,  .with  the  result 
that  contributions  totaling.  $2, 319  were  received  and  forwarded  to  Vv'arden 
Terhune,  at  Juneau,  to  be  used  in  purchasing  feed  for  the  deer.  Individu¬ 
als  in  Southeastern  Alaska  are  also  cutting  brush  for  the  deer  arid  taking 
out.  hay  for  their  use. 
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ECONOMIC  IF/ESTIGATIONS 

While  riding  a  poison  line  northv/est  of  Del  Norte,  Colo.,  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Eorest  on  December  18  E'anter  William  Ejrepps  discovered  the  car¬ 
cass  of  a  freshly  killed  buck  and  noted  lion  tracks.  As  the  snow  gave  won¬ 
derful  tracking  conditions  he  started  horse-back  and  within  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  jumped  four  lions  and  killed  the  whole  outfit  with  his  rifle.  Stanley 
P.  Young,  leader  in  predatory  animal  control  in  Colorado,  states  that  this 
is  the  best  single-handed  kill  of  mountain  lions  in  such  a  short  time  ever 
made  in  that  district.' 

Mr.  Young  also  reports  that  Hunter  Robert  E.  Dillon,  on  January  24 
succeeded,  with  the  aid  of  his  two  Airedale  dogs,  in  killing  a  male  moun¬ 
tain  lion  weighing  approximately  200  pounds-  In  reporting  the  killing  of 
this  lion,  his  second  one  for  January,  IWr.  Dillon  makes  the  following  in¬ 
teresting  comments  on  the  method  used  by  this  lion  in  killing  deer; 

''This  particular  lion  had  jumped  quite  a  number  of  deer  v/hich,  evi¬ 
dently,  were  feeding  in  one  herd.  Deer,  as  you  know,  are  curious,  and  after 
jumping  them  the  lion  had  gone  'do'wn  the  tra.il,  and  the  deer  followed.  On 
getting  down  the  trail  some  distance,  the  lion  jumped  clear-  of  it  and  back¬ 
tracked,  and'from  the  tracks  I  vifas  able  to  ascertain  that  he  had  concealed 
himself  under  a  cedar  thicket,  where  he  was  waiting  for  his  prey  to  come. 

You  can  readily  see  by  his  doing  this  that  any  of  the  deer  that  he  might 
pick  out  would  have  very  little  chance  of  passing  him  without  being  caught 
and  killed."  '  ' 


John  Yii.  Crook,  assistant  in  predatory  animal  control  in  the  Colorado- 
Kansas  district,  in  January  ran 'a  mountain  lion  seven  and  a  half  hours  with 
his  dogs  before  treeing  it.  He  reports  that  he  finally  shot  it  in  one  of 
the  highest  trees  on  the  San  Isabel  National  Porest, 

The  catnip  oil  recently  supplied  to  some  of  the  hunters  in  Colorado 
is  bringing  fine  results,  particularly  in  bobcat  ??ork. 

Considerable  destruction  of  sheep  by  coyotes  has  been  reported  by 
the  citizens  of  Andrew  County,  Missouri,  the  heaviest  loser  reporting  the 
killing  of  56  head  in  the  iiast  six  months. 

R.  E.  Bateman,  leader  in  predatory  animal  control  in  Montana,  vis¬ 
ited  a  former  employee  of  this  bureau  at  Monida,  and  learned  of  his  captur¬ 
ing  five  wolves  by  decoying  them  close  to  his  house  with  three  tame  ones 
kept  in  captivity.  One  of  these  v/olves  was  shot  from  the  door  of  the  cabin 
while  lingering  arcund  the  wolf  kennel. 

E.  B.  YK'arren,  a.  hunter  in  Montana,  planed  633  poisoned  baits  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  destroyed  38  coyotes.  He  picked  up  10  coyotes  that  had  been  killed 
by  poison  in  one  day.  -J.  S.  Hurley;-,  another  hunter  in  Montana,  killed  42 
coyotes  with  400  poisoned  baits. 

In  checking  up  the  poison  work  done  in  Utah  since  July  1,  1924,  Geo. 
E.  Holman,  leader  in  predatory  animal  control  in  that  Stale,  reports  that 
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hunters  have  distrihuted  over  290,000  "baits,  and  have  extended  their  work 
into  every  county.  In  addition,  he  has  f'ornished  95,000  strychnine  cap¬ 
sules  \vith  instru-ctions  for'dheir  use' to  stockmen  Whose  ranges  he  could  not 
reach,  and  v/ill  use  356 , OOO'-additiona:!  capsules  in  the  poison  campaign  now 
on.  The  boixters  have  also  hehh,  issued  1,230  ounces  of  processed  poison. 

Mr.  Holman  "believes  that  this  is  the  "best  piece  of  poison  work  ever  done 
in  the  State  of  Utah-,  and  it  has  "been  accomplished  with  less  than  20  regu¬ 
lar  employees. 

In  Utah  18' hunters  and  2  field  assistants  devoted  the  month  of  Jan¬ 
uary  to  continuing  poison  work'  in  spite  of  the' extremely  cold,  weather  and 
considera"ble  snow  in  most  of -the  moirntain  districts  vyhich  made  work  diffi¬ 
cult  and  disagreeahle .  They  distributed  approximately  50,000  baits,  using 
155  horses,  30  sheep,  and  15  head  of  cattle. 

The  Idaho  Division  "nas  placed  about  725",000  poison  baits  since 
July  1 .  ' ' ' 

Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  'Washington,  has  called 
attention  in  his  district  to  the  possibility  of  severe  mouse  damage  to 
orchards  this 'winter,  particularly  in  localities  v.h;ere  snow  lies  on  the 
ground  for  any  length  of  time.  Over 'most  parts -of  the  State  the  meado'w 
mouse,  the  species  usvally  responsible ' for  damage  to  trees,  has  riot  been 
abundant  for  a  couple  of  shears,  but  experience  has  shown  that  after  a  year 
or  two  of  comparative  scarcity  these  mice  breed  with  astonishing  rapidity. 
Conditions  during  the -past  summer  have  been -ideal  for  most  rodent  life,  and 
increases  have  been  noted  in  all  districts  where  strenuous  poisoning  cam¬ 
paigns  were  not  resorted  to.  County  agents'and  orchardists  are  therefore 
being  advised  to  keep  close' check  on  the  meadow-mouse  situation. 

I'T-ijmeroo-S  reports  of  in  jury".' to -root  crops  and  flower  bulbs  by  small 
rodents  in  western  Ja.shington  have' been  received".  "On  one  farm  south  of 
Oljmapia.,  pocket  gophers  and  mice  v/ere  working  on  the  same  row  of  carrots 
and  there  ivere  shallow  mole  burrows  zig-zagging  through  the  garden.  The 
pocket  gophers  ate  the  carrots  from  belov/,  while'  the  field  mice  hollowed 
them  out  from  the  tor)  or  side,  leaving  a  shell  of  the  former  fiber.  Tresh 
tooth-marks  helped  to  identif2^  the  animal  in  both  cases.  In  areas  where 
pocket  gophers,  mice,  and  moles  are  found  there  seems  to  be  comzon  use  of 
the  b-orrow  system. 

Mr.  Couch  also  writes  tha.t  follonung  the  October  work  in  Yakima., 

Viiash.  ,  where  154  rats  were  killed  with  calcium  cyanide,  a  demonstration  was 
arranged  in  January,  by  the  county  agent,  with  city  officials  in  attendance. 
The  city  dump  probabl;,^  has  the  heaviest  infestation  of  any  place  in  the 
state  '01  Wa.shington,  and  has  been  a.  rat  problem  lor  years.  Calcium  c^/anide 
dust  was  pumioed  into  the  bur-rows  and  about  300  rats  were  killed  on 'the  sur¬ 
face.  About  1,000  rats  v;ere  accouaited  for  in  two  hours.  The  city  officials 
will  purchase  a,  duster  and  materia.1  and  t"noroughly  cover  the  dump  once  or 
twice  a,  month.  'In  this  way  the  rat  population  can  be-  kept  down. 

A.  H.  Day,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  'wjroming,  spent  some  time 
recentlir  exc3va.ting  a  white-tailed  prairie-dog  burrow.  It  was  found  to 
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drop  7  feet,  going  almost  straight  down  from  the  entrance,  and  then  to  fol¬ 
low  horizontally  for  12  feet  to  a  nest  of  dry  ^^rasS  :r  a  roo’'^et  o  8 

hy  10  inches.  The  burrow  then  brauched,  one  load  going  'toner;*,  a  i-Ow.  j.o.  .i 
earth  23  feet  from  the  entrance  and  th.e  other  tov/ard  a  dump  75  leet  away. 

D.  A.  Gilchrist,  leader  of  rodent  work  in  Arizona,  and  his  assis¬ 
tants  recently  conducted  an  extensive  and  effective  drive  agaunst  pocket 
gophers  in  the  State. 

E.  S.  Horn,,  of  the  Sradicatio.a  Methods  Project,  spent  some  time 
during  January  and  Pebruary  studying  porcupines  near  Plagstaff ,  Ariz.,  in 
an  effort  to  determine  practical  means  of  controlling  their  damage,  to  foresr 
production.  Vs .  Horn  later  went  to  Mesilla  Valley,  11.  Mex. ,  to  conduct  ex¬ 
periments  upon  pocket  gophers. 

Messrs.  Ja.aes  Silver  and  M.  A.  Stewart,  of  the  Eastern  Eodent  Dis¬ 
trict,  are  spending  some  time  in  the  Hew  England  States  studying  conditions 
of  rodent  infestation  and  damage  and  conferring  w.ith  State  officials. 

C.  E.  Eeno ,  of  the  rodent  control  branch  in  Arizona,  and  the  county 
agricultural  agent  of  Gruh-am  County  held  public  meetings  in  January  at  prin¬ 
cipal  points  in  the  Gila  Valley  and  made  demonstrations  to  207  cooperators, 
who  received  poison  baits  for  use  on  8,381  acres  of  land  infested  with 
pocket  gophers.  Each  farmer  was  given  a  complete  schedule  of  the  meetings 
and  placards  were  printed  and  placed'  at  advantageous  points  over  the  valley. 
Splendid  cooperation  resulted  and  much  was  accomplished. 

The  thoroughness  of  the  pocket  gopher  eradication  work  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  Ben  E.  Foster,  in  Pima  County,  Arizona,  continued 
to  be  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  work  in  January.  Every  foot  of  ditch 
bank  is  being  treated  and  the  results  of  the  Y/ork  are  so  outstanding  tha.t 
D.  A.  Gilchrist,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Arizona,  ha.s  received  numerous 
letters  from  farmers,  bankers,  and  business  men  of  Pima  County  telling  of 
the  success  of  the  work.  '  ,  . 

Severe  damage  by  jack  rabbits  has  been  reported  during  the  past 
winter  in  several  western  States.  E.  H.  Miller,  assistant  leader  in  rodent 
control  in  the  Hew  Mexico  district,  states  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Deming 
every  farm  visited  showed  the  results  of  the  ravages  of  rabbits.  A.lfalfa 
fields  v/ere  damaged  considerably,  and  fruit  trees  in  many  orchards  were  en¬ 
tirely  destroyed  by  being  barked  all  around  and  up  to  three  or  foiur  feet 
above  the  gro\and.  where  protection  had  been  given  by  wire  netting,  sacks, 
or  laths  wired  together,  the  rabbits  had  dug  down  into  the  ground  6  or  8 
inches,  barking  the  roots.  A  large  proportion  of  grape  vines  and  shrubbery 
also  were  destroyed  in  this  county.  Investigations  showed  that  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  forage  in  the  s"urroimding  ra-nge  the  rabbits  had  gathered 
about  the  comparatively  few  ranches  near  the  city  of  Deming.  Ordinary  rab¬ 
bit-proof  fences  proved  inadequate  as  the  rabbits  soon  learned  either  to 
dig  under  or  go  through  the  larger  meshes  of  the  wire  toward  the  top  of  the 
fence .  .  -  - 
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A  cooperative  campaign  ag.ainst  jack  ralDtits  organized  in  January  Toy 
B.  B.  Richards,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Utah,  covered  an  extensive  area 
of  unoccupied  private  lands  east  and  north  of  Itonticello,  through  coopera¬ 
tion  of  county,  State,  and  Federal  Governments  and  the  public.  On  several 
nights  from  1,500  to  2,000  rabbits  were  picked  up,  . 

S.  G.  Rope,  assistant  leader  in  predatory  animal  control  in  New 
Mexico,  states  that  he  has  decided  to  follow  th.e  example' set  by  THE  SURVEY 
in  the  economical  use  of  stationery  and  liave  his  news  letter  mimeographed 
on  both  sides  of  the  paper  instead  of  printed,  thus  saving  enough  money  to 
account  for  a  few  more  coyotes  each  year.  '  , 

Noonday  radio  talks  were  given  through  the  Kansas  Agriculture  Broad¬ 
casting  Station  by  A.  E.  Oman,  leader  in  rodent  control.of  that- State,  as 
follows:  January  9,  ''Why  Tax  Counties  with  Scalp  ..Bounties?"  ;  and  January 
22,  "Gunning  for  Jack  Rabbits  and' Cro^'/s. "  Roy  Moore,  assistant  in  the 
rodent  work  in  Kansas,  gave  a  radio  talk  on  January  15  on  "Fur  Farming  in 
Kansas." 

L.  L.  Laythe;  leader  in  rodent  control  in  the  Colorado  District,  as¬ 
sisted  by  A.  M.  Day,  leader  in  the  Wyoming  District,  put  on  a  splendid  ex¬ 

hibit  at  the  National  Western  Stock  Show  in  January,  consisting  of  a  three- 
section  panel  on  which  was  demonstrated  the  damage  done  by  pocket  gophers 
and  the  successful  methods  evolved  for  exterminating  them.  In  addition,  a 
glass-fronted  case  3  inches  wide,  3  feet  high,  and  6  feet  long  was  filled 
with  moist  earth  and  on  this  a  live  pocket  gopher,  named  "Oswald,"  was 
placed.  Oswald  would  stay_  above  ground  until  a.  crowd  of  35  or  40  people 
had  gathered,  when  he  would  start  to  work  and  demonstrate  what  he  would  do 
under  actual  field  conditions.  Digging  down  diagonally  along  the  face  of 

the  glass  until  he  had  a  nice-sized  mcund  of  earth  thrown  out  he  would  plug 

up  the  runway  and  curl  up  in  the  corner  just  as  under  fiel'd  conditions. 
Repeated  from  time  to  tim.e  this  formed  the  attraction  which  drew  crowds, 
thus  giving  the  attendants  an  opportunity  to  explain  effective  methods  for 
eradicating  this  pest  on  their  farms.  The  general  opinion  that  the  rodent 
exhibit  was  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of 'the  .show  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  many  persons  would  return  to "the  exhibit  three  or  four  times,  on 
each  occasion  bringing  new  visitors  to  see  it  and  hear  the  advice  given  on 
extermination  miethods. 


FOOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 

The  report  of  "Progress  on  Cooperative  Quail  Investigation:  1924" 
has  been  printed.  This  attractive  booklet  published  by  the  committee  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Quail  Study  Fund  for  southern  Georgia  and  northern  Florida, 

L.  S.  Thompson,  Chairman,  gives  the  results  of  the  first  year's  investiga¬ 
tions.  The  information  is  primarily  for  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  and 
others  interested  in  the  preservation  and  increase  of  the  bobwhite.  In  its 
22  pages  Mr.  Stoddard  has  given  a  concise  resume  of  the  first  year's  work, 
as  well  as  an  outline  for  future  activities.  An  introduction  by  Doctor 
Nelson  and  a  reprint  of  an  article,  "More  Quail  -  But  How?"  by  Arthur  B. 
Lapsley,  explain  the  objects  of  the  q'oail  investigation. 
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EUR  RESOURCES 

In  collatoration  with  the  National  Association  of  the  Pux  Industry 
the  Division  of  Eur  Resources  is  collecting  'statistical  data  on  the  fur 
resourqe's.  of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  assisting  as  far  as  possible 
in  the  development  of  the  fur.  industry.  Horace  Mctfullen,  of  the  National 
Associa'tion,  is  assisting  Mr.  Ashbrook- in  gathering  all  information  con¬ 
sidered  to  he  of  value  to .  coLnservationists  and  the  -  fur  trade .  The  data 
needed  concern  foxes  of  various  specieSf  skunks,  raccoons,  minks,  muskrats, 
opossums,  martens,  squirrels,  beavers,  fishers,  rabbits,  and  all  other  fur 
bearers  ■which  may  be  raised  in  captivity. 

Mr.-  Ashbrook  and- Dr.  Karl  B.  -Hanson  attended  a  meeting  of  the- New 
York,  State  Eox  Breeders  Association  at  Watertown,  N.‘  Y.  ,  on  January  8, 

That  fox  breeding  tes'a  large  following  in  New  York  was  evidenced  by  the 
attendance  and  the  interest  taken  in  the  many  instructive  talks  given. 

Doctor  Hanson  presented  a  paper  on  i'Lungjvorms  in  Eoxes'and  Their  Treatment." 

-  .  came-. AND  BIRD- EESEBVATIONS  '  ' 

Mr.  Riley  returned  to  the  office  on  January  20  after  spending  sev¬ 
eral  months  in  the  West  and  Southwest ,  during  which  he  visited  the  follow¬ 
ing  reservations:  Big  Lake  and  Walker  Lake,  Arkansas;  Carlsbad  and  Rio 
Grande,  .New  Mexico;.  Salt- River,  Arizona;  :Niobrara,  Nebraska.;  Wind  Cave, 

South  Dakota;  and  the  Montana  National  -Bison  Range.. 

Feeding  the  elk  started  at  the  Elk  Refuge  on  January  5,  and  about 
the  middle  of  Eebruary  there  were  approximately  3,500  of  these  animals  on 
the  grounds  at  headquarters  and  2,000  on  the  Germain  tract,  a  total  of  5,500. 
Calf  corrals  were  constructed  before  the  general  feeding  becan.  D\iring 
January,  A.  R.  Nefson,  warden  of  .the.  Refuge,  reported  that  high  and  almost 
constant  winds  had  packed  the  snow  in  drifts  .so  solid  that  they  would  hold 
up  a  team  in  many  places.  The  latter  part  of  the  month  the  weather  became 
much  warmer  and,,  because  of .  the  ensuing,  thaw, .  the  elk  ate  less  hay^  the- 
quantity  fed  each  day.  being  cut  approximately  four  tons  from  that  given  dur¬ 
ing  the  colder  weather,  when  16  tons- per- day  were  fed-.  Since  the  animals 
entered  the  Refuge  iU:  the.  fall-, .  Iqur teen  have  been  found  dead  or  were  killed 
by  the  local  game  warden  because  of  their  badly  crippled  condition. 

A.  P.  Chambers,  warden  of  the  Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  South  Dakota, 
shipped  two  buffalo  and  two  elk  from  the  preserve  to  Monroe,  La.,-  for  the 
City  Park  early  in  January,  One  ..of  ^the  b-uffalo  was  presented  to  the  city 
in  accordance  with  the  law  which  permits  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to 
present  to  a  municipality  one  buffalo  from  any  siirplus  which  may  exist  in 
herds  under  the  control  of  the  Department.  This  was  the  first  shipment  of 
live  buffalo  made  from  Wind  Cave  Preserve.  Since  then,  six  bull  elk,  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  State  Game  Commission  of  Pennsylvania,  have  been  shipped  and 
a  cov;  elk  has  been  shipped-  to  Indiana.  The  surplus  animals  bn  this  preserve 
have  been  further  reduced  by  disposing  of  41  elk  a-nd  14  buffalo  as  meat. 

At  the  Montana  National- Bison  Range, .  218  huflalo ,  surplus  animals  in  the 
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herd,  have  been  disposed  of  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Of  these,  42  were' 
sold  alive. 

The  eight  antelope  at  the  Eison  Range  ■'vhich  were  received  from 
Nevada  in  September,  are  said  to  be  doing  well.  A  small  pen  was  constructed 
for  them  and  wild  hay  and  sa-gebrush  stored  for  feeding.  A  shelter  open  on 
one  side  and  a  feed  rack  and  trough  were  also  built  and  placed  in  the  pen. 
Since  January  1,  a  larger  pen,  inclosing  approximately  fifteen  acres r  has 
been  completed  and  the  antelope  are  turned  into  this  each  day.  'They  seem 
to  enjoy  the  greater  amo''jnt  of  exercise,  possible  on  the  new  range. 

Some  effort  has  been  made  to  determine  the  extent  of  beaver  occupa¬ 
tion,  within  the  Bison  Range,  .The-  colonies  appear  to  shift  more  or  less 
from  year  to  year,  Euel  for  the,. range  is  secured  largely  from  trees  cut  by 
beavers.  .i. 

Chinese  pheasants  are  rapidly  increasing  both  on  the  Bison  Range  and 
outside  of  it.  Ducks  remained  there  all  winter  in  considerable  numbers. 

wide  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  movement  of  the  Izaak  'walton 
League  to  raise  fionds  to  .  purchase  winter  feed  lands  for  the  Jackson  Hole 
elk  herd,  as  set  forth' in. the  December,  1924,  and  the  January' and  February, 
1925,  issues  of  Outdoor  x'hrierica,  the  magazine  of  the  League. 

All  the  game  animals  at  Niobrara  Reservation,  Nebraska,  are  reported 
to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  antelope  sent  last  September  to  this  reser¬ 
vation  from  Nevada  as  doing  unusually  v/ell.  The  lone  young  white-tailed 
deer  stays  in -the  small  pasture  -with  the  antelope.  Eight- elk  and  two  buf¬ 
falo,  surplus  animals  in  the  herds,  have  been  disposed  of  as  meat.  A  flock 
of  several  hundred  mallards  are  wintering  on  the  reservation  and  are  using 
the  spring  and  open  brooks  that  come  from  it  as  roosting  places.  Quail  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  on  the  reservation  in  their  usual  numbers  but  sharp-tailed  grouse 
and  prairie  chickens  are  not  so  numerous. 

‘Wesley  D.  Parker,  warden  of  the  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  North 
Dakota.,  has  placed  a  tray  near  headquarters  where  birds  can  feed,  and  re¬ 
ports  that  chickadees,  nuthatches,  hairy  woodpeckers,  downy  woodpeckers, 
and  blue  jays  are  regular  visitors.  The  ducks,  in  captivity  are  fed  raw  or 
cooked  vegetables,  chopped  meat,  and  grain  every  day.  Two  of  the  surplus 
buffalo  and  twenty  elk  have  been  disposed  of  as  meat. 

An  interesting  note  received  from.  Harold  ?.  Bennett,  warden  of  the 
Tampa  Bay  Group  of  Bird  R.ef'uges,;  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  states,  "We  have 
three  yomg  skunks ■  about' the.  yard  -  chickens.,  skunks,  and  cats  eat  together. 
Have  noted  one  skunk  eating. drop  oranges.  I 'have  feared  for  the  chickens 
but  have  had  no  trouble  so  far.-"  - 

L.  L.  Bryan,  warden  of  the  Big  Lake  Bird  Reservation,  Arkansas, 
sta.teS-  in  a  recent  report  that  there  were  "millions  of  ducks"  at  the  refuge 
and  that  although  the  lake  was  getting  low  ...there  was  ample  water  area  on 
which  the  bi.rds  could  rest  and  also  plenty  of  food.  He  reports  many  mallards 
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and  pintails,  and  some  lesser  scanps  and  ring-necks.  The  lake  became  very 
low  la.st  srimmer  and  at  last  so  dry  that  thdusands  of  fish  died,  \vhen  the 
migration  began  in  the  fall  there  was  no  water  in  the  lake  so  the  birds 
v/ent  on  south.  After  rains  early  in  December,  however,  they  retxirned  and 
have  been  on  the  refrige  since  that  tine,  except  d'uring  a  short  period  when 
the  lake  was  frozen,  and  even  then  some  of  the  ducks  remained.  Late  in 
November  the  warden  constructed  a  dan  to  maintain  the  water  acreage  of  the 
lake.  The  people  of  Hornersville ,  Mo.,  where  the  warden  has  his  headqioar- 
ters,  were  much  interested  in  the  dam  and  cooperated  to  the  extent  of  rais¬ 
ing  funds  to  assist  in  its  construction. 

Unusually  cold  weather  has  been  reported  at  Lake  Malheur  Reservation, 
Oregon,  this  winter,  the  temperature  at  one  time  being  from  32  to  43  degrees 
below  zero.  During  the  extremely  cold  period  several  hundred  cattle  were 
frozen  to  death  in  the  vicinity  of  the  refuge.  Due  to  a  destructive  fire 
v;hich  occurred  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  and  adverse  climatic  condi¬ 
tions,  there  was  a  very  great  falling  off  in  the  number  of  nesting  birds  of 
almost  all  kinds.  The  fall  migration  was  also  very  greatly  diminished, 
there  being  little  food  for  the  birds  on  or  near  the  refuge.  Supervisor 
L.  E.  Hibbard  reports  that  a.  thaw  has  caused  the  birds  to  arrive  in  the  val¬ 
ley  at  an  early  date,  especially  geese  and  ducks.  Great  quantities  of  water 
are  now  reaching  the  lake  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  well  filled 
this  year.  George  M.  Benson,  warden  of  the  refuge,  states  that  from  all 
reports  the  numbers  of  ravens  in  the  vicinity  have  greatly  decreased  d-aring 
the  past  two  months. 

Bred  M.  Dille,  warden,  of  Niobrara  Reservation,  Nebraska,  went  to 
'aichita,  Zans.  ,  late  in  December,  to  undergo  an  operation  made  necessary  as 
the  result  of  an  injury  received  about  a  year  ago.  He  ’^as  able  to  reborn 
to  the  reservation  and  resume  his  duties  on  Eebruary  7. 


IFiPORTATIONS 

'The  substance  of  a  report  ?/as  received  on  January  10  through  the 
Director  of  Customs  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. ,  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  mongoose  in  the  possession  of  a  young  woman  student  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  'Wisconsin,  at  Madison.  The  animal  was  brought  from  Africa  by  a 
sailor  and  was  landed  at  Brookljm,  N.  Y. ,  on  or  about  Eebruary  11,  1924.  It 
was  entered  under  the  name  of  a  "honey. bear"  and  after  some  investigation  by 
the  customs  officers  v/as  released  to  the  owner,  who  took  it  to  his  home  in 
Madison  and  presented  it  to  the  student  at  the  university.  A  picture  of  the 
student  and  her  pet  appeared  in  one  of  the  illustrated  Sunday  papers  in  the 
west  and  attracted  the  attention  of  I.  S.  Horne,  of  Kansas  Cit.5^  Mo.  ,  v/ho 
forwarded  it  to  the  Biological  Survey.  The  Bureau  requested  the  Director 
of  Customs  to  have  the  matter  investigated  by  the  collector  at  Milwaukee, 
and  as  a  result  the  animal  was  seized  and  destroyed  on  December  30,  1924. 

So  far  as  known  this  was  the  only  mongoose ■ brought  in  during  the  year. 

Among  the  birds  imported  under  permit  during  the  month  of  January 
were  5  curassows  and  5  chachalacas  entered  at  the  port  of  Brownsville,  Tex. , 
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on  January  10;  1  Reeves  pheasant  at  Buffalo,  IT.  Y.  ,  on  January  17;  and  300 
Chinese  pheasants  and  90-  bamboo  partridg'es  at  Seattle,  January  27.  ■ 

The  first  permits  for  the  importation  of  quail  from  Mexico  this 
season  were  issued-  for.  entries  at  Brovms'/ille ,  Tex.,  beginnin^^  on  February 
10.  permits  for  a  total  of  12,000  quail  were  issued  for  the  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  .  . 


MIGPJITOEY  BIRD  TREATY  AM)  LACEY  ACTS 

ilr.  Lawyer  -  attended  the  -a-nnual  meeting  of  the  Florida  Game  and  Fish 
Protective  Association  at  Kissimmee,  Fla.,'  on  February  12  and  13.  '^hile 
in  the  South  he  v/ill  visit  other  points  in  Florida,  and  points  in  Georgia, 
Alabama,  and  other  States  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act.-  ' 

After  several  hours'  constant  patrol  of  the  chi.lly  waters  of  Curri¬ 
tuck  Sound,  IT.  C.  ,  in  search  of  persons  hunting  migratory  waterfov/1  at 
night,  wardens  B.  E.  Smith  and  P.  K.  Hilliard  on  January  31  were  rewarded 
by  the  capture,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of  two  offenders.  «hen  the 
violators  discovered  thb  wardens  in  close  proximity  they  immediately  jiamped 
from  their  boat  into. the  icy  waters  of  the  Sound,  which  example  was  followed 
by  the  wardens,  and  an  exciting  chase  ensued  through  the  adjacent  marshes 
until  the  offenders  were  apprehended.  They  were  operating  with  lights  (com¬ 
monly  Imown  as  firelightihg)  and  at  the  time  of  their  capture  had  10  geese 
which  they  ho.d  shot.  •  '  ' 

liarden  Roshen  during'  January  obtained  more  than  20  cases  in  Chicago 
involving  migratory  game  birds  possessed  in  cold  storage  during  the  close 
season.  He  was  ably  assisted  in  his  work  by  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Tiorden  Edward 
IT.  Scholler.  Thirteen  of  the  cases  obtained  have  already  been  disposed  of 
in  Federal  court  by  fines  ranging,  from  $25  each  and  costs  to  $275  and  costs, 
the  total  fines  collected  from  the  13  so  far  prosecuted  amounting  to  $850. 

An  order  was  issued  by  the  Secretary  on  January  31,  permitting  the 
superintendent  and  bona  fide  employees  of  the  Castalia  Sporting  Club,  near 
Castalia,  Ohio,  to  kill  by  shooting,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
State  Game  Protector  -Jolm  Lindsley,  of  Sandusky,  mergansers  on  the  property 
mentioned  at  any  time,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  game  fishes. 

Federal  Deputy  A.  R.  Johnson,  of  Lewiston,,  Idaho,  under  date  of 
December  22,  1924,  reports  the  largest  flight  of  ducks  seen  there  for  years. 
"One  flock  that  I  well  remember,"  he  says,  "passed  over  the  City  of  Lewis¬ 
ton  that  looked. to  be  three  or  four- hundred  yards  wide  and  one -half  mile 
long.  My  judgment 'is  that  they  were  mallards  and  canvasba.cks .  “ 

A  letter  has  been  received  recently  from  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  iVarden 
R.  F.  O'Toole,  of  Maryland,  who  is  nov/  on  a  hunting  trip  in  Africa,  lix . 
O'Toole  relates  an  interesting  account  of  staying  a.wake  all  night  in  one  of 
the  forests  watching  the  game.  He  writes  as  follov/s: 
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"Ihe  first  night  I  remained  up  I  took  tv/o  natives  with  me  and  went 
several  miles  into  the  forest,  lihen  one  decides  to  remain  in  the  forest 
all  night  there  is  no  turning  back  after  dark,  nor  are  you  allowed  to  sleep 
a  minute.  After  I  was  all  set  for  the  night  I  told  the  natives  to  go  home. 
They  replied,  "Oh,  Bwana  (Master)  you  can  not  stay  here  all  night  alone." 
"V^ell,"  I  said,  "Go  home,'*  so  off  they  went  before  dark.  Just  after  they 
left  a  lion  growled  about  50  or  60  feet  from  me.  Then  I  heard  footsteps 
coming,  I  thought  it  was  a  lion  so  I  turned  around  to  look  and  at  about 
50  feet  stood  his  majesty,  staring  at  me  pretty  sharply.  Just  as  I  turned 
a  little  more  to  get  my  rifle  to  my  shoulder,  he  jumped  into  the  high  grass, 
so  I  did  not  get  that  fellow.  It  is  wonderful  to  rema.in  out  all  night  in 
the  ivilderness.  I  liave  been  50  to  75  miles  from  a  white  man.  You  sit  all 
night  listening  to  the  lions'  roaring,  to  the  hyenas  starting  up,  then  the 
leopards  cry  out,  but  the  worst  of  all  is  when  the  monkeys  and  baboons  get 
into  a  fight." 

Some  of  us  may  not  agree  with  Mr.  O'Toole  concerning  the  wonderful  sensation 
of  staying  out  alone  all  night  in  a  forest  such  as  he  describes,  l&r.  O'Toole 
expected  to  shoot  about  a  month  in  the  Uganda  and  about  two  months  on  the 
Congo . 

The  following  appointments  were  made  to  the  position  of  U.  S.  deputy 
game  warden  during  January: 

Elijah  C.  Drake,  High  Island,  Tex. 

David  M.  Bov/ersox,  2281  Vine  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Stephen  0-  S.  Graham,  Hew  Brunswick,  H.  J. 

■James  ii.  Smith,  Van  Bur en,  Ark. 

James  Chappell,  Piggott,  Ark. 

Harry  A.  Pidler,  E.  D.  Ho.  5,  Canton,  Ill. 

Appointments  of  the  following  U.  S.  deputy  game  wardens  were  termi¬ 
nated  during  January; 

1*3.1  ton  T.  Conover,  812  'Washington  St.  ,  Pekin,  Ill. 

J.  Ross  Logan,  R.  D.  Ho.  5,  Canton,  Ill. 
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Ca se s  Termlna ted-R-3TOr'ts  -Recuived  Durir-g  Jan\iary • 


Wardens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

B  arme i er ,  Cr e  e  ch  * 

2 

.  Mis  sour* i 

■  Killing  killdeers 

Barmeier,  Ferrier** 

'  ,4 

.  11 

'Killing  coot  from  motorboat 

Bloxsom 

1 

Virginia 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in -.clo  se  season 

Bloxsom,  Stevens’*^*, 

3 

II 

Killing  ducks  in  clos'e  season 

ITottinghaci** 

Bloxsom, Stevens** 

1  ' 

II 

Killing  turnstones 

Creech*,  Heller* 

4 

,  Missouri  ^ 

Killing  ducks  and  snipe  in 
close  season 

Pie  Her* 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  close' 
season 

Ko  f  f  ma  n ,  Oh  s  cur  * 

3 

Louisiana 

Selling . ducks 

Hoffman,  Bacon** 

■  2- 

Alabama 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Ho  Ime  s 

1 

Kansas 

Killing  ducks  from  motorboat 

Farnham 

3 

New  York 

Offering  to  sell  mounted 
specimens  without  permits 

Eelsey,  Shaver 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  ducks  in  close 
season 

Linehaugh 

1 

,  Kentucky/ 

Killing  doves  after  sunset 

II 

2 

II 

Selling  ducks 

Moore**,  Arm  s  tro  ng  * 

3' 

California 

Killing , ducks  in  close  season 

Oh  SCUT* 

1 

Loui  si ana 

Selling  ducks 

II 

2 

11 

Selling,  ducks 

Riddick 

1 

Texa  s 

Killing  a  dove  in  close  season 

11 

1 

II 

Purchasing  robins 

n 

3 

11 

Killing  robins 

Eoahen 

3 

Illinois 

Killing  coots  from  motorboat 

It 

3 

1) 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 

Roahen,  Scholler 

9 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 

11 

1 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 

II 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  close 
season 

(1 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 

II 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  and  grebes  in 
close  season  and  for  sale 

Scholler* 

1 

II 

Possessing  sandpipers 

11 

1 

11 

Possessing  a  robin 

li 

1 

11 

Killing  robins 

It 

1 

It 

Killing  robins  and  thrush 

Fine 


$5  each 
$25  each 
$10 

$25  each 

$1 

$50  each 
$25 

$50  each  and 
costs 
$10  each 
$5 

$25  each 
$1  and  costs 
$10 

$25  each 
$25  each 
$50  and  costs 
$25  each  and 
costs 

$1 

$1 

$1  each 
$25  each  and 
costs 
$25  each 

$25  each  and 
costs 

$50  and  costs 
$150  and  costs 
$150  and  costs 

f 

$275  and  costs 

$75 

$25 

$25 

$25 
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Cases  Tennihat 

ed--Eepor  ts 

Deceived  During  January  ('Continued) 

3lrdens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

jjlne 

Scholler * 

’  ■  •  1 

Illinois 

Possessing  sandpipers 

$25 

II 

1 

It 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$100 

Visart 

1' 

Arkansas 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$5 

II 

1 

II 

Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

II 

■  1 

11 

Killing  v/ood  ducks 

$10 

*  tJ.  S.  Deputy  Game  warden 
**  Deputy  State 'Game  ’’larden  . 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 


Vordens 


Cases  ,  State 


Violation 


Barneier,  Terrier* 
Barmeier,  Maitland**, 
Keller* 

Barmeier,  Creech* 
Barnes** 

Bloxsom 

Bloxsom,  li/atson** 

Blossom 

Bonner  * 

li 

li . 

Charlton 
Dickerson* 
larnhain,  Overton** 
Hilliard 

Hilliard,  Fierce* 
Hoffman,  Oh  scar* 
Kelsey 

II 

Landes**** 

Linehaugh 
•  1 

Ikishbach 
Ohs  cur* 

Perry 

II 


Perry,  warren*** 
P.iddick 

il 

tl 

Piddick,  Speckles* 
P-iddick,  Lewis** 
Poahen 


4 

5 


2 


3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

n 

3 

23 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Missouri 

It 


Killing  coots  from  motorboat 
Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 


It 

California 

Maryland 

11 

Virginia 
iJorth  Carolina 

II  II 

li  II 

best  Virginia 
Mississippi 
Hew  York 
Hew  Jersey 

II 

Loui siana 
South  Dakota 

II 

Illinois 

Kentucky 

ii 

Virginia 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Mississippi 

u 

II 

n 

Texas 

II 

11 

ii 

ii 

Illinois 


Killing  killdeers 
Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  from  motorboat 
Shooting  at  ducks  from  motorboat 
Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  geese  from  ruotorboat 
Killing  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  coots  from  motorboat 
Killing  a  coot  from  motorboat 
Shooting  ducks  from  motorboat 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Offering  to  purchase  ducks 
Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 
Selling  ducks 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  wood  ducks 
Killing  doves  after  s'onset 
Selling  ducks 

Killing  a  duck  after  sunset 
Selling  ducks 
Killing  wood  ducks 
Shooting  at  ducks  from  motorboat 
Killing  ducks  from  motorboat 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
Killing  ducks  from  motorboat 
Selling  ducks 

.Killing  geese  from  airplane 
Hunting  doves  in  close  sea.son 
Possessing  killdeers 
Possessing  a  sandhill  crane 
Killing  ducks  prior  to  half  an  hour 


before  sunrise 
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Cases  Reported  f or ■ Frosecution  (Continued) 


Viiardens 

Cases 

State 

Roahen 

1 

Illinois 

li 

1 

II 

II 

2 

11 

•  3 

II 

Roahen,  Scholler* 

12 

II 

1 

11 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

11 

3 

II 

II 

10 

It 

Shaver,  Rank’^* 

1 

li 

Shaver,  Purdum*=^ 

6 

U 

II 

1 

1; 

Shaver,  Rogalla*** **** 

4 

u 

II 

5 

II 

Steele,  Ray  C. 

3 

California 

11 

3 

II 

Visart 

1 

Arkansas 

tl 

1 

11 

whitehead.  Pool** 

1 

Georgia 

Violation  ^ 

t 

Offering  to  purchase  ducks 
Offering  to  sell  ducks 
Killing  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Possessing  grebes  and  ducks  in  close 
season  and  for  purpose  of  sale 
Offering  to  purchase  ducks 
Hunting  ducks  prior  to  half  hour  of 
sunrise,  and  shooting  at  a  loon 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  a  tern 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  a  duck  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  after  s'unset 
Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  after  sunset 
Shooting  a,t  ducks  after  sunset 
Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  Wood  ducks 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 


*  U.  S.  Deputy  Garae  warden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  warden. 

**■*  Cooperator 

****  Former  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  warden 
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GSilERAL  NOTES 

Papers  "by  merfbers  of  this  h-areau  have  "been  presented  at  recent  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Biological  Society  of  viiasliington  as  follows:  "white  Sheep  in 
the  Alaska  Range,"  oy  0.  J.  Murie,  on  February  28;  "The  European  Hare  in 
North  Anerica--Is  It  a  Henane?"  by  James  Silver,  on  March  14;  and  "The 
Future  of  the  Potomac  Valley  Below  Great  Falls,"  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser, 
on  March  28. 

The  following  publication  of  the  burea,u  was  issued  in  March: 

"Spread  of  the  European  Starling  in  North  America,"  by  May  Thacher  Cooke. 
Department  Circular  336.  Received  March  12. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows; 


Goldman,  E.  A.  "Two  Nev</  Ocelots  from  Mexico." 

Hov;ell,  A.  Brazier.  "Asymrcetry  in  the  Skulls  of  Mammals."' 

Jackson,  Hartley  E.  T.  "P.eviexv  of  'Bird  Islands  of  Peru,  by  Robert 

Cushman  Iviurphy. 

Malloch,  J.  R.  "The  American  Species  of  the  Genus  Grinhoneura  Schiner 
(Diptera,  Sapromyzidae)"  ;  and  "Systematic  Notes  on  and  Descriptions  of 
North  American  'Aasps  of  the  Subfamily  Brachycistinae. " 

McAtee,  ?/.  L.  "The  Place  of  the  Bird  in  the  Modern  World";  "The  Relation 


of  Birds  to  W.oodlots"  ;  and  "  Tne  Birds  at  Dinner." 

Preble,  F,.  A.  "The  Arctic  Lemming";  "Bird  of  Paradise  Flower";  "The 

Cassowary";  i! A  Fisherman  of  the  Depths";  "Grasshopper  Gray";  "The 
Insistent  Ks.tydid"  ;  "The  hinka.jou"  ;  "The  Lover  of  Nature";  "The 
Mud- skipper"  ;  "Mussels  of  the  Shore"  ;  "The  Sea  Horse";  "A  Whip¬ 
tailed  Lizard";  and  "The  White  Cobra." 

Scheffer,  Theo.  H.  "Fur  Farming,  A  S^'orvey." 


BIOLOGICfi  IFPSSTIGATIONS 


Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser  and  F.  C.  Lincoln,  accompanied  by  photographers 
from  the  Office  of  Motion  Pictures  and  the  Division  of  Illustrations,  have 
made  several  trips  down  the  Potomac  River  recently  to  observe  the  thousands 
of  canvasbacks ,  scau^DS,  black  ducks,  and  other  species  of  waterfowl  that 
have  congregated  below  'Washington.  Among  the  more  unus:)aal  ducks  observed 
were  greater  scaups,  ring-necked  ducks,  goldeneyes,  baldpates,  gadvi^alls, 
and  old  spiiaws.  Three  Canada  geese  afforded  excellent  opportunities  for 
observation  on  Marcn  9,  and  21  of  these  birds  were  seen  on  the  12th.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  reports,  larger  rafts  of  ducks  have  been  seen  this  season  than 
for  many  years. 
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Thso.  H.  Scheffer,  stationed  at  Puyallup,  Wash. ,  spent  the  first 
week  in  Pehruary  making  ohservations  on  the  Yakima  ground  squirrels,  with 
special  reference  to  their  emergence  from  hioernation.  He  found  them 
abundant  and  active,  and  according  to  local  observers  some  had  been  out 
about  tv.'o  '.veeks  earlier.  Mr.  Scheffer  also  res‘'imed  his  investigations  of 
the  sil^’^er  gray  squirrel  in  relation  to  maples  and  firs  on  the  prairies 
about  Spanaxvay  and  Hillhurst,  as  well  as  in  the  public  parks  of  Tacoma. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  further  attention  was  given  to  the 
ground  squirrels,  v/hich  v7ere  found  to  be  at  the  height  of  the  breeding 
season. 


Dr.  W.  F.  Taylor  was  at  the  Southwestern  Forest  Experiment  Station, 
near  Flagstaff,  _4riz.,  late  in  January  and  early  in  February  studying  the 
winter  habits  of  porcupines  and  other  rodents  with  reference  to  the  west¬ 
ern  yellow  pine.  These  studdes  v/ere  prosecuted  in  cooperation  7/ith  Everett 
E.  Horn,  of  the  Division  of  Economic  Investigations.  Porcupines  v/ere  found 
to  be  inactive,  confining  their  attention  to  a  small  group  of  trees,  or 
even  to  a  single  tree,  for  a  considerable  period.  Their  food  consists 
mainly  of  the  needles  and  bark  of  the  pines,  with  some  mdstletoe.  Further 
studies  are  considered  necessary  before  final  decision  can  be  mads  as  to 
the  extent  of  injurj'-  and  methods  of  control.  Hie  Abert  squirrel  was  not 
found  to  be  injurious  to  trees  to  any  serious  extent. 

ALASKA.  HIVES TIGATIOHS 

Secretary  Jardine  has  appointed  Charles  T.  Gardner,  of  Juneau,  as  a 
member  of  the  newly  created  Alaska  Game  Commission  for  the  first  judicial 
division;  Thomas  D.  Jensen,  of  Home,  for  the  second  division;  Dr.  U.  H. 
Chase,  of  Cordova,  for  the  third  division;  and  Dr.  P.  S.  Vahitney,  of  Fair¬ 
banks,  fcr  the  fourth  jiadicial  division.  The  fifth  member  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  its  executive  officer  and  fiscal  agent  v/ill  be  Ernest  p.  walker, 
chief  representative  of  the  B'creau  in  the  Territory.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  commission  has  been  called  for  April  10,  at  Juneau,  at  which  time  it 
will  perfect  its  organization  and  begin  actual  work. 

E.  P.  Ualker,  executive  officer  of  the  Commission,  formerly  chief 
Alaska  game  ?/arden,  who  has  been  in  Washington  since  early  in  January  con¬ 
ferring  with  Doctor  ITelson  on  Alaska  matters,  including  the  Alaska  game 
law  regulations,  left  for  Juneau  on  the  afternoon  of  March  24.  He  expects 
to  reach  .Juneau  on  April  ?,  in  time  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion. 


William  B.  Miller,  of  Berkeley,  Calif.,  has  been  appointed,  effec¬ 
tive  May  23,  assistant  range  examiner  in  Alaska,  in  the  reindeer  investi¬ 
gation  work.  Mr.  Miller  comes  to  the  Biological  Uorvey  by  transfer  from 
the  Forest  Service.  He  leaves  Seattle,  Wash. ,  on  Hay  23  for  Kokrines, 
Alaska,  ^vhere  he  v/ill  meet  L.  J.  Palmer,  v;ho  left  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  for 
Alasloa  on  March  5,  and  assist  in  transporting  young  caribou  bulls  from 
that  point  down  the  Yukon  to  ITunivak  Island. 

A  press  dispatch  dated  at  Seattle,  Wash. ,  March  16,  states  that 
"Alaska  will  enter  the  world  meat  market  this  season  by  shipping  960,000 
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pounds  of  reindeer  meat  to  the  United  States.  Eive  artificial  ice  plants 
have  been  established  on  the  Seward  Peninsula  to  take  care  of  reindeer 
meat  products.  The  packing  plants  have  a  total  capacity  of  7,500  head  a 
year.”  "  .  , 

Reports  shoT/  that  the  deer  feeding  operations  saved  many  animals. 
Warden  W.  H.  Terhune  states  that  during"  the  feeding  300  deer  v/ere  seen  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sitka,  on  one  day,  February  12;  a  total  of  287  in  Tenakee 
Inlet  on  two  days,  February  13  and  14;  and  64  in  Gambier  Bay,  February  27. 
Many  other  animals  were  seen  scattered  along  the  beaches  singly  and  in 
groups.  Mr.  Terhune  reports  the  snow  about  three  and  one-half  feet  deep 
in  places  on  the  beach,  but  that  the  deer  were  doing  fairly  well  when  the 
weather  moderated  February  27’  and  rain  began.  Feeding  was  discontinued 
February  28,  as  the  snow  was  rapidly  settling  and  the  deer  could  again  get 
about  and  obtain  food. 

ECONOMIC  lEVESTiGATIOUS 

Dr.  V'M  B.  Bell  left  Washington  March  5  to  visit  field  offices 
through  the  west  and  will  be  absent  for  several  months. 

Hunter  Dave  Crouch  killed  a  female  lion  on  the  San  Isabel  National 
Forest,  Colorado,  on  February  10,  and  in  tracking  her  mate  was  led, by  his 
dogs  to  a  cave  containing  the  remains  pf  two  lion  kittens  which  had  prob¬ 
ably  been'  eaten  by  the  old  male.  . 

Albert  L.  Jones,  employed  as  a  hunter  in  the  Apache  Game  Preserve 
district,  Arizona,  in  February  captured  9  lions  and  12  bobcats,  though  he 
did  not  have  the  equipment  of  .  most  lion' hunters,  and  his  dogs  were  not 
well  trained  for  the  work.  Hunter  Cleve  Miller  caught  four  lions  just 
south  of  this  range. 

Febrioary  is  usually  the  most ,  favorable  month  for  lion  hunting  in 
Arizona,  and  last  .ji^ear  ’ s  record  of  21  lions  was  broken  this  year  by  a  . 
catch  of  22.  '  '  .  , 

At  a  rat  control  demonstration  in  King  Cconty,  Washington,  Leo  K. 
Couch,  leader  in  rodent  control,  showed  the  method  of  applying  ca.lcium 
dust  to  rat  burrows  under  poultry  plants,.  On  the  ranch  used  for  this  -pur¬ 
pose,  3,500  hens  were  housed  in  four  buildings.  -  two  of  fhem  iSOO  and  two 
120  feet  long  -  all  with  concrete  foundations  and. floors.  The  owner  had 
used  every  preca.ution  to  rat-proof  his  buildings,  but  the  rodents  burrowed 
under  the  cement  foundations  and  worked  holes  in  the  cement,  floors  and 
through  the  dust  boxes.  Traps  and  poisons  had  been  used  with  little  suc¬ 
cess,  as  the  rats  had  access  to  grain,  mash,  eggs,  and  young  and  sick 
poultry,  and  were  causing  a  loss  of  $1,000  per  year.  After  the  cyanide 
dust  was  pumped  under  the  buildings,  163  dead  rats  were  picked  up,  and 
doubtless  many  more  were  killed.  Experimental  work  will  be  done  \vith 
small  dusters  to  apply  the  cyanide  to  smaller  poultry  plants.  Where  con¬ 
ditions  ane  right  to  confine  the  gas,  and  where  trapping  and  poisoning 
fail,  the  cyanide  can  be  used  to  good  account.  A  few  days  after  the 
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denionstrations ,  the  owner  made  the  following  report  to  the  cooperating 
County  Agent:  "By  the  looks  of  the  rat  situation,  I  hardly  think  it  Vi/ar- 
rants  me  in  getting  an  outfit,  hut  I  intend  .to  he  prepared  for  future 
trouble.  I  have  seen  only  two  or  three  rats  since  the  grand  execution 
although  I've  h.een  snooping  around  constantly  at  night  with  the. flash 
•light.  Eormerly  I  s*aw  hundi’eds.  You  must  have  exterminated  two  or  three 
thousand  rats." 

By  using  the  rat  trapping  methods  recommended  last  fall  hy  H.  B. 
v.ells,  leaker  in  rodent  control  in  South  Dakota,  one  large  concern  in 
Sioux  Falls  dealing  in  foodstuffs  and  unahle  to  use  poison  took  6,400  rats 
in  90  days.  At  the  present  time,  the  man  employed  for  this  work  states 
that  rats  are  very  scarce  and  that  ver.y  .little  work  is  necessary  to  keep 
them  in  check. 

The  first  attempt  at  organized  ppcket-gopher  control  east  of  the 
Missouri  River  was  started  in  Eehruary  when  Mr.  V«ells  began  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  cooperative  pocket-gopher  campaign  in  Minnehaha  County,  South 
Dakota.  This  project  will  he  started  in  April  with  one  township  and  oper¬ 
ations  will  he  compulsory  on  all  lands. 

Huadreds  of  letters  have  been  received  from  cooperators  telling  of 
the  benefits  derived  hy  killing  rodent  pests  in  Arizona.  The  ..following 
excerpts  are  typical: 

"The  value  of  killing  rodent  pests  means  the  difference  between 
success  and  failure  on  our  ranch,  'w'e  would  have  lost  at  least  $5,000 
last  year  if  we  had  not  used  the'  poison  you  sent 'us." 

"We  probably  saved  $500  by  poisoning  pocket  gophers  on  146  acres. 

It  is  rather  hard  to  estimate  but  the  truth  of  the  matter  is. that  farming 
without  some  pocket-gopher  control  is  impossible  in  the  Yuma  Valley." 

"It  is  estimated' that  we  saved  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
crops  and  vines  by  using  the  pocket-gopher  poison  on  our  80  acres." 

Good  results  were  obtained  in  Idaho  in  poisoning  jack  rabbits  d-ur- 
ing  the  winter,  especially  during  the  month  of  January.  At.  the  end  of 
February,  a  total  of  20,760  po'unds  of  bait  had  been  used. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  in  Idaho'  to  conduct  a  ground-squirrel 
campaign  in  29  counties,  and  72,000  pounds  of  poisoned  bait  have  been 
provided  for  use  on  privately  owned  lands.  Provision  has  also  been  made 
for  the  purchase  of  110,000  additional  pounds  as  the  season  advances,  mak¬ 
ing  available  a  total  of  182,000  pounds  of  poisoned  bait  for  which  funds 
have  been  provided  in  the  various,  co^onties. 

James  Silver  and  Morris  A, ..  Ste;/art,  of  the  Eastern  District,  have 
recently  rekarned '  from  a  trip  throug'h  Hew  Jersey,  'Hev/  York,  v/estern  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont,  ’where  a  series  of  conferences  with 
extension  officials  and  others  interested  in  rodent  control  were  held. 
Interesting  information  also  was  obtained  relative  to  the  present  distri¬ 
bution  and  economic  status  of  the  European  hare. 
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A  niaciber  of  demonstrations  in  rat  control  in  public  buildings  and 
markets  of  Washington  have  been  conducted  by  Prank  Jarvis,  of  the  Eastern 
District,  and  have  proved  very  successful,  some  of  the  buildings  being  now 
wholly  free  from  the  pest  for  the  first  time  in  many  years. 

FUR  RESOURCES 

Rue  Biological  Survey  is  cooperating  with  State  conservation  and 
game  commissions  in  encouraging  the  enactment  of  uniform  trapping  laws. 
Forty-two  legislatures  are  in  session,  and  twenty-seven  of  them  are  con¬ 
sidering  legislation  relating  to  the  conservation  of  fur  bearers  and  have 
requested  assistance  from  this  office. 

Marcellus  U.  Meek,  of  Arcadia,  Calif.,  was  recently  appointed  col¬ 
laborator  of  this  Bureau  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Ei:irope  to  investigate 
the  raising  of  rabbits  in  England,  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland,  where  the 
business  is  conducted  on  a  large  scale.  Mr.  Meek  will  submit  a  report  on 
his  return,  which  will  be  of  value  to  the  Department  as  7/ell  a.s  to  the 
rabbit  breeders  of  the  United  States. 

Five  martens  v/ere  recently  purchased  in  Idaho  for  breeding  experi¬ 
ments  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm,  Saratoga  Springs,  IT.  Y.  ,  and  Doctor 
Hanson  reports  that  they  arrived  in  excellent  condition  and  are  exception¬ 
ally  good  animals. 


GAIffi  ARD  BIRD  RESERVATIOITS 

W.  H.  McDaniel,  an  employee  of  the  Reclamation  Service,  has  re¬ 
signed  as  warden  of  the  Forth  Platte  Bird  Reservation  (v/ithin  the  Forth 
Platte  Project),  Febraska. 

H.  H.  plumb,  an  engineer  of  the  Reclamation  Service,  also  has  re¬ 
signed  as  warden  of  the  Minidoka  Bird  Reservation  (within  the  Minidoka 
Project),  Idaho. 

Harold  p.  Bennett,  warden  of  the  Tampa  Bay  Group  of  Refuses,  Florida, 
in  reporting  on  an  inspection  trip  to  the  refuge,  says,  “Foted  an  aggrega¬ 
tion  of  vVard  herons  at  rest  on  the  'Cow'  (a  small  island  -  part  of  Indian 
Key  Refuge).  Vifhile  there,  a  large  bald  eagle  came  and  rested  on  a  limb 
amongst  them.  The  herons  apoarently  v/ere  not  disturbed,  which  seems  to 
show  that  an  understanding  exists  betvveen  wild  creatures." 

George  M.  Benson,  warden  of  the  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  Ore¬ 
gon,  writes  that  thousands  of  ducks  are  arriving  at  the  reservation,  the 
most  numerous  species  being  pintails,  mallards,  and  teals.  Mr.  Benson  says 
that  thousands  of  white-fronted  and  rose  geese  are  resting  on  the  reserva¬ 
tion  and  feeding  in  the  weeds  that  grow  in  the  dry  lake  bed.  The  swans 
and  geese  on  the  north  water  line,  he  states,  look  like  an  immense  drift 
of  snow.  Swans  are  coming  in  to  the  reservation  very  fast  and  many  upland 
birds  are  passing  through. 
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L'u.dwig  Bethel,  warden  of  Zey  Vi/est  Bird  Eeserva-tion,  Florida,  reports 
that  a  single  fl.amingo  was  seen  and  i-eported  to  him  hy  a  fisherman  about 
Feoruary  le:.  It  v/as  evidently  a  stray  "bird,  blown  from  its  course  to  or 
from  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  the  first  of  its  species  seen  in  that  vicinity 
for  a  nnmber  of  years. 

A  recent  report  received  from  Frank  H.  Rose,  w^arden  of  the  National 
nison  Range,  Montana,  states  that  the  Range , is- beginning  to  provide  some 
grazing. 

_4n  open  winter  at  Belle  Fourche  Bird  Refuge,  South  Rakota,  is  re¬ 
ported  oy  the  warden,  George  M.  \a'ilson.  Many  ducks  did  not  leave  the  ref- 
■jge  all  winter .  Southern  ducks  began  to  arrive  there  on  February  1. 

Trie  latest  report  received  from  Charles  M.  Conger,  warden  of  the 
Conconaliy  Bi^d  Reservation,  im  ashing  ton,  stated  that  the  ground  was  covered 
With  snow  and  'four  inches  of  ice,  and  that  as  a  result  very  few  birds  were 
on  the  ref'oge.  He  noticed  some  ruffed  grouse  coming  in. 

A.  p.  Nelson,  warden  of  the  Elk  Refuge,  ulyoming,  informs  us  that  the 
entire  mea.djw  there  is  practically  bare  of  snow  a.nd  a  few  blackbirds  have 
been  noticed.  '  ■  '  ’ 

George  H.  Benson,  v/arden  of  the  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  in 
connection  7/ith  the  v/ork  of  destroying  ravens  in  order  to  protect  the  water 
birds  on  tne  refuge,  has  obtained  tv/o  ravens  alive  which  he  has  been  hold¬ 
ing  in  a  small  cage  and  feeding  'jith  a  view  to  learning  as  much  as  possible 
concerning  their  habits.  The  Superintendent  of  the  National  Zoological 
Park  at  Washington  expressed  a  desire  to  obtain  these  ravens  for  the  Zoo, 
and,  they  were  accordingly  shipped  from  Lake  Malheur  to  'Washington,  where 
they  arrived  in  satisfactory  condition.  An  outside  cage  for  their  home  at 
the  Zoo  will  be  constructed. 

IMPORTATIONS 

Shipments  of  quail  from  Mexico  have  continued  steadily  since  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  and  about  11,000  birds  had  been  entered  at  the.  port  of  Brownsville, 
Tex.  ,  up  to  March  15.  Permits  for  two  shipments  of  500  quail  each  a.t 
Laredo,  Tex.,  were  also  issued.  The  inspector  at  Brownsville  reports  that 
tile  quail  are  arriving  in  fine,  condition. 

Among  other  birds  imported  were  10  bleeding  heart  doves  from  the 
Philippine  Islands  and  one  Manchurian  crossoptilon  pheasant  from  Hamilton, 
Ontario, 

MIGRATORY  BIFID  TREATY  ANC  LACEY  ACTS 

LiT,  Lawyer  returned  to  the  liashington  office  on  March  3  following  a 
three  weeks  '  official  trip  in  the  South,  which  covered  points  in  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama. 


THE  SURVEY 


7 


March,  1925 


K.  F.  Roahen  and  M.  A.  Charlton,  while  performing  official  daty  as 
Federal  wardens,  on  I/Iarch  3  in  the  Sangamon  River  hottomiS,  Illinois,  were 
shot  from  anibush,  "both  of  them  receiving  serious,  injuries.  Jlr.  Charlton, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  district,  was  on  special  duty. in  Illinois  ■ 
assisting  lir ,  Roahen  in  suppressing  violations  in  the  Illinois  River  sec¬ 
tion.  The -wardens  heard  considerable  shooting  in  the  Sangamon  River  bot¬ 
toms  and  while  gradually’'  working  up  to  the  point  where  it  was  going  on 
came  upon  a  full  case  of  shotgun  shells  and  two  sheepskin-lined  coats. 

While  they  were  looking  around  from  this  point  trying  to  locate  the  hunters, 
a  man  hiidden  oehind  a  tree  at  a  distance  of  probably  .twenty-five  yards, 
evidently  a  guard,  opened  fire  on  them  with  a  shotgun,.  ..The  wardens,  with 
practically  no  cover  whatever,  returned  the  fire,  but  the  assailant  was 
well  protected  bj/-  the  tree  in  front  of  him._ .  The  hunter  was  then  joined  by 
two  of  his  companions,'  who  commenced  'to  close  in  on  tile  .wardens  from  two 
sides,  all  of  the  hunters  keeping  behind  trees.  The  hunter  who  had  started 
the  shooting  was  evidently  wounded  for  he  called  saying  that  if  the  ward¬ 
ens  would  back  out  the  hunters  would  back  out  and  there  would  be  no  more 
shots  fired.  As  the  wardens  were  practically  surrounded,  this  was  their 
only  choice,  Mr.  Charlton  was  shot  mainly  in  both  arms,  hands,  hip,  and 
one  leg,  while  Mr.  Roahen  wa.s  hit  in  both  hands,  arms,  stomach,  and  face, 
each  of  the  wardens  receiving  in  their  bodies,  dozens  of  duck  shot.  Fol-  .. 
lowing  the  shooting  it  was  necessary  for  the  wardens  to  walk  back  thmough- 
the  bottoms  for  5  miles  to  their  boat,  row  for  some  distance,  and  then 
drive  to  Havana.  25  m.ore  miles,  before  they  could  receive  medical  atten¬ 
tion.  Both  of  the  men  are  still  under  the  care  of  physicians,  Itr,  Roahen  . 
being  in  the  hospital  at  Peoria,  and  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  either 
can  re  tarn  to  active  duty. 

Immediately  follov/ing  receipt  of  information  concerning  the  shoot¬ 
ing,  every  possible  agency  of  the  Government  was  put  to  work  in  an  effort 
to  apprehend  the"  assailants.  Several  clues  have  been  unearthed  aud  it  is 
hoped  that  the  criniinals  will  be  apprehended  and  placed  behind  the  bars 
shortly.  Certainly  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  bring  them  to  j-astice. 

The  official  headquarters  of  harden  Geo.  Tonkin  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Baker,  Ore.  ,  to .  Sacramento ,  Calif,  He  ha.s  an  office  with  rep-  . 
resentatives  of  the  Division  of  Economic  Investigations  at  1015  L  Street. 

His  new  assignment  covers 'the  entire  State  of  California. 

Messrs.  Denmead,  Dillon,  Earnshaw,  Callaghan,  Grimes,  and  Hotch¬ 
kiss  attended  the  mid-winter  banquet  of  the  Maryland  State  Game  and  Fish 
Protective  Association,  at  the  Hotel  Caswell,  Baltimore,  on  February  25. 

harden  E.  V.  Visart,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  reports  under  date  of 
February  28  that  geese  in  some  localities  have  become  so  gentle  that  they 
feed  in  the  barn  lots  with  domestic  fowl.  An  Arkansas  Coionty  farmer  bias.  ■ 
turned  an  oat  field  over  to  them  and  protects  t'nem  as  if  they  v/ere.his  • 
property.  Tnousands  of  geese  may  be  seen  in  this  field,  and  apparently 
they  have  little  fear  of  man. 

In  an  address  before  the  Rotary  Club  at  Annapolis  on  March  5,  Hon. 

E,  Lee  Le  Compte,  State  Game  harden  of  Maryland,  stated  that  he  believed 
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from  personal  observation  and  from  reports  received  from  throughout  the 
State  that  there  7/ere  more  7/ild  ducks  and  uild  geese  killed  in  Maryland 
during  the  past  hunting  season  than  in  any  other  one  season  for  the  past 
fifteen  years.  He  7/as  of  the  opinion  that  canvasbacks  and  redheads  pre¬ 
dominated.  Mr.  Le  Compte  credited  these  excellent  shooting  conditions 
to  the  Federal  regulations  prohibiting  killing  of  wild  fowl  after  January 
31. 


Meriwether  Donaldson,  7/ho  has  been  in  chaarge  of  the  Paul  J.  Rainey 
iVild  Life  Sanctuary  in  Louisiana,  resigned  effective  March  16.  Richard 
Gordon,  who  had  been  acting  as  Mr.  Donaldson's  assistant,  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  to  take  charge  of  the  sanctuary. 

Prank  L.  Bischof,  of  Rock  Port,  Mo.,  resigned  as  U.  S-  deputy  game 
warden  on  February  25. 


Cases  Reported  for  prosecution 


Wardens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Anderson*** 

1 

Maryland 

Selling  ducks 

Collins* 

1 

II 

Killing  a  blue  heron 

Heller*  and 
Creech* 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  a  killdeer 

Hoffman  and 

1 

Alabama 

Hunting  ducks  from  motorboat 

Brown* 

Hoffman  and 

4 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

Ob SCUT* 

Oliphant* 

6 

Virginia 

Hunting  ducks  at  night 

Pacetti  and 

3 

Florida 

Hunting  doves  after  sunset 

Me Car ley* 

II 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Perry 

1 

Mississippi 

Possessing  a  wood  duck;  hunting  ducks 
after  sunset 

ii 

1 

Vi 

Possessing  a  wood  duck;  offering  to 
sell  ducks 

Riddick 

1 

Texas 

Killing  a  dove  after  sunset 

II 

2 

11 

Selling  ducks 

Riddick  and 
Speckles* 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

Riddick 

2 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Roahen 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  bittern 

I! 

7 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Roahen  end 
Scholler* 

6 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Roahen  and 

15 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 

Fisher** 

season 

Scholler* 

1 

X 

Colorado 

Iklav/ful  interstate  shipment  of 
pheasants 
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ki'ardens 

Cases 

State 

Scholler * 

.  1 

V^iseonsin 

Shaver 

7 

Minnesota 

Shaver  and 

2 

Totten** 

Steele,  0. 

D. 

■ 

Iowa 

Steele,  H. 

n 

• 

2 

’Washington 

11 

2 

ti 

Taylor* 

3 

Hew  Jersey 

Thompson* 

2 

California 

Visart  and 

2 

Oklahoma 

Saunkeah** 

ViolatioD 

Unlawful  interstate  shipment  of 
partridges 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  s^unset;  hunt¬ 
ing  wood  ducks 

Possessing  ducks  during  close  season 

Possessing  Bartramian  sandpipers 


*  U-  S.  Deputy  Game  \»arden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Vi/arden 
Co  operator 


Cases  Terminated-Re ports  Deceived  During  Pehru-ary 


Wardens  Cases 

State 

Viola  tion 

Pine 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

Shooting  at  a  grebe 

$75 

U 

1 

U 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$150 

n 

1 

(I 

Possessing  ducks  in  close 
season 

$25 

Barmeier  and  Mait¬ 
land** 

3 

it 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$1  each  and 
costs 

Bloxsom,  Mushhach, 
and  Creighton* 

1 

Maryland 

Hunting  ducks  from  motorboat 

$10  and 
costs 

:i 

1 

11 

Hunting  ducks  at  night 

$50  each  and 
costs  of 
$12.75  eacl 

11 

1 

:\ 

Trapping  a  duck 

$35  and  cost) 

n 

1 

Tranuing  ducks 

$75  and  cost) 

Bloxsom,  Ho  ttingh.am**,  1 
and  Stevens** 

Virginia 

Trapping  ducks 

Two  days  in 
Jail 

Heller*  and 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  a  killdeer 

$10 

V  Creech* 

Milliard  and 

1 

Hew  Jersey 

Killing  sandpipers 

$10 

Fierce* 

Hodgson** 

1 

Michigan 

Possessing  ducks  in  close 
season 

$75 

Hoffman  and  Bacon** 

1 

Alabama 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

Kelsey  and  Shaver 

2 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each  and 
costs 
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Wardens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Pine 

Kelsey  and 

Shaver  1 

Missouri 

^  Hunting  ducks  in 

close  season 

$25 

Riddick  and 

Maxon’* **'*'  3 

Texas 

Possessing  doves 

in  close  season  $10  each 

Roahen 

1 

Illinois 

Offering  to  sell 

ducks 

$25  and  coi 

Scholler* 

J. 

U 

Possessing  ducks 

in  storage 

$25 

in  close  season 

Shaver 

3 

Minns  so  ta 

Hunting  ducks  af 

ter  sunset 

$10  each 

Whitehead 

2 

Georgia 

Killing  doves  in 

close  season 

$5  each 

*  U.  S-  Deputy  G-atne  Warden 

**  Deputy  State  Dame  Warden 
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THE  SURVEY^ 

ISSUED  MONTHLY  FOR  THE  PERSONNEL  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  BIOLOGICAL  Purvey  _V- 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  j  '  '■  >  ^ 

iv'^V  ;  I 


Tol.  6. 


T^ashirigton,  D,  C. April  30,  1925 


■-  •  Fo . 


•  'gsmiraL: foies”  '• 

•  .  ''iVe-are  glad  to  not^  in  this  issue  that  Dr. -Nelson,  uho  has  been 

seriouslg  ill  in:,.a  local  hospital,  is  now  rapidly^_ regaining.^ his  former 
good  health  at  a  country  place  near  Washington  and  will  soon  be  able  to 
return- f'o  ills.  desk.  ,  . 

A- bird  week  Has  conducted  i.n  Washington  county,  Maryland, -in  March 
as  an  experimeuG  to  determine  the  value  of  such  v/ork  as  an  extension. pro¬ 
ject.  The  divisions  of  food  Habits  Research,  Biological  Investigations, 
■-'-Migratory  Bird-Treaty  andcLaoey  Acts,  and  members  of.  the  Eastern  Rodent 
Control  project,  of  the  Biological  Suxvey,  and  the  University  of  Maryland 
Department  of- Agricultural"Extension  cooperated  in  this  effort  to'interest 
the  people  of  the  county  in  -bird  life-,  to  teach  the' economic  .-.value  of 
birds  to  -the  f  armef-^  ■■  and'- to  prepare,  the  ■way  for. a  greater  utilization  of 
birds  in  agriculture.  Addresses  v/ere  made  in  most  of  the  larger  schools 
and  at  the  larger  towhs  'ahd  community  centers  througho-Ut “'the '.county .  .Lantern 
slides  and  moving  pictures  were  shown,  and  bird-house  construction  and  bird- 
protection  poster  contests  were  held.  About.5,500  school . children  and.  a 
large  number  ef- adults  were -addressed  by  bird  specialists ,-.  i'ncluding  .Dr. 

H.  C-.  Oberhols-er',“ -of-'-the  Biological ’’Survey .  -The  work  was  enthusiastically 
supported,  with  gratifying  results  in  the  formation  of  bird  clubs  and  the 
impetus  given  bird  study  in  schools.  Talbott  Denmead  spoke  at  a  meeting  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  March  23,  on  the  subject  of  conservatio'n  in  Maryland  and 
the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey.  Morris  A.  Stewart  also  gave  several  bird 
talks,  -and  Doctor  -Oberholser --made  a  second  -visit  to  Hagerstown  tO  address 
over  3Q0  teachers  of- The  county. _ 

--  At  the  •  seventh-'- annual  stated  -meeting' -of  -  the'AmeTican  Society'.of 
Mammal ogists,  held'-at  the  U.  S.  National  Ikise'-um,-' Washington,  D.  C.,  .  . 

April  7---  11,  1925,  fbe  following  papers  were  read:  A.  Brazier  Howell, 
'’Asymmetry  of  the-  Skull  in- Mammalsf^  ■(lantern--slides) ;  Remington- Kellogg, 
"Changes  in- the  Relations -of ■ Certain  Bones  in  the  Cetacean  Skull  and  . 

^  Their  Bear  ing 'upon  the  Sense 'uf  -Smell"  (lantern  slides);  Arthur  H;  Howell, 
"Classifi-eation  of  the  North  American  Sci-uridao"  (lantern  slides);-  -S.  A', 
Goldman;  "Surpl-us  Gams  -  A  Problem  iTl-  Admih-is-trat ion;  with' Special  Reference 
to-  Kaibab  Deer"  (lantern  slides  and  motion  pictures);  Vernon  Bailey,  "Mammal 
Life  of  fhe  Carlsbad  Caves,  New  Mexico"  ■■ (lantern  slides  and  motion  pictures); 
Frank  G.  Ashbrookp  "Trapping  Laws '  and  the  Fur  Supply"  ;  and  Hartley  H.  T. 
Jackson,  "The  Care  of  Museum  Specimens  of  Rece'nt  Mammals."  Doctor  Nelson’s 
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illness  prevented  his  presenting  the  paper  scheduled  on  "The  Predatory 
Hammal  Proolem."  On  the  evening  of  April  9  informal  dinner  was  given 
at  which  buffalo  steahs  were  served,  lending  a  touch  of  the  primeval  to 
the  occasion.  Several  short  speeches  followed.  On  April  11,  after  the 
close  of  the  regular  meetings,  the  members  and  guests  visited  the  national 
Zoological  Park,  where  Dr.  Alexander  YJetmore,  the  former  superintendent, 
conducted  them  throngh  the  buildings  and  grounds;  luncheon,  which  included 
elk  meat  sandwiches,  was  served  in  the  Administrative.  Building.  All  of¬ 
ficers  were  reelected  with  the  exception  that  Dr.  H.  H.  T.  Jackson  was  made 
editor  of  the  Journal,  of  Mammalogy  and  was  succeeded  as  corresponding 
secretary  by  A.  Brazier  Howell.  The  meeting  from  every  standpoint  was 
one  of  the  m.ost  successful  in  the  history  of  the  organization, 

Amorig  papers  given  at  recent  meetings  of  the  Biological  Society 
of  Washington  were'  "Making  Pets  of  Insect-eating  Bats,”  by  Mr.  Bailey, 
on  April  11,  and  "Eorest  Eires  and  YJ ild  life,"  by  Smith  P.iley,  on 
April  25. 

ivlanuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  .publication  as  follows: 

Carr,  Carlyle.  "The  Groundhog  Menace,  and  Practical  Methods  of  Control;"  and 
"Rodent  Pests  of  Importance  to  Orchardists. " 

Jewett,  Stanley  G.  "Second  Occurrence  of  the  Pribilof  Eur  Seal  on  the 
Oregon  Coast." 

McAtee,  W.  L.  "Notes  on  Nearctic  Hemiptera;"  and  "Some  Local  Names  of 
Plants— IV." 

Murie,  Olatis  J.  "A‘ Visit  With  the  Great  Gray  Owl." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C,.  "Eebruary  and  March  Birds  About  Washington,  D.  C." 
Taylor,  Walter  P.  "Old-SQ'uav/  Duck,.  Western  Gull,  and  Glaueus  Gull  in  Wash¬ 
ington,"  .  '  y 

BIOLOGICAL  .INVESTIGATIONS 

In  company  with  representatives  of  cooperating  agencies.  Dr.  Taylor 
visited  the  Santa  Rita  Reserve,  vmere  experiments  on  the  effects  of  rodent 
work  on  the  range  are  being  conducted,  .on  March  l4.'  Dr.  Taylor  went  to 
the  Southwestern -Eorest  Experiment  Station,  near;;  Elagstaf  f ,  In  April  to 
continue  studies  of  the  relation  of  rodents  to  the  forest. 

T.  H.  Scheffer  made  several  short  trips  during  March  to  various 
points  in  central  Yi?ashington,  where -he  investigated  life  history  con¬ 
ditions  and  damage  by- rodents.  .At  St,  Glair  Lake  silver  gray  squirrels  ^ 
were  found  to  be  doing  som.e  damage  to.  young- firs.  During  the  last  week 
of  iv'iarch  the  young  of  Gitellus  town  send  i ,  estimated  to  be  about  4  or  5 
weeks  old,  were  running  about  and . evidently  had  been  weaned,  as  nothing 
but  green  food  was  found  in  their  stomachs.  At  Kennewick  the  young  of 
Gitellus  mollis  yakimensis  were  also  active,  but  in  smaller  numbers. 
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Vernon  Bailey  returned  on  April  IS  from  a  short  trip  to  Potter 
County,  Pennsylvania,  uhere  in  company  with  a  memher  of  the  State  Game 
Commission  and  several  deputy  wardens  and  trapping  instructors  he 
demonstrated  methods  of  trapping  heavers  alive  and  transporting  them 
f rom  one , locality  to  another.  With  one  cage  trap  three  heavers  were 
capAiured  in  two  nights  on  the  East  Pork  of  Cinnam.ehoning  Creek  and  taken 
to  the'  headv^aters  of  Youngwcraan*  s  Creek,  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  county,  where  they  were  placed  in  a  small  pond  having  an  abundance 
of  aspen  to  provide  food  for  a  large  colony.  The  heavers  on  East  Pork 
were-  brought  f rom  Algonquin  Park,  Ontario,  in  I92O,  and  have  increased 
from  the  original  four  to  about  fifty  at'  the  present  time.  The  Game 
Commission  will  continue  to  use  these  in  stocking  other  suitable  streams, 
thus  adding  a  valuable  fur  industry  to  the  rich  game  resources  of  the 
■  States  .  Under  the  efficient  game  control  of  Pennsylvania,  this  experim.ent 
•in  beaver  culture  gives  every  promise  of  success  and  will  be  watched  with 
interest,  '  _  ■  G  ' 

'  ECONOMIC  INI'ESTIGATIOUS 

A  Canadian  lynx,  the  second  taken  since  the  beginning  of  pred¬ 
atory  animal  work  in  Michigan,  was  captured  by  Hunter  E.  M.  Corey  in 
March.  The  species  is  very  rare  in  this  State. 

Wolves  have ,  recently  reappeared  near  Tyrone,  Mo.,,  where  in  one 
night,  in  March  they  killed  19  goats-  It  is  reported  that  wolves  have 
been  very  eetive  in  killing  sheep  and  hogs  in  Madison  County,  and  a 
stockman  living  near  proctor  rep^orts  a  loss  from  coyotes  of  11  sheep, 

13  lambs,  and  5  pigs.  Stanley  G.  Jewett,  leader  of  predatory  animal 
control .  in- Qrego.n ,  has  received  'several  letters  of  commendation  from 
sheepmen  who  report,  that  their  flocks  have  passed- the  first  stages  of 
lambing -with  very  little-  loss  from  predatory  animals .  We  consider  this 
condition  .'.principally  the  result’  of  the  poisoning  opera.ttons. 

In  1907  when  predatory  'animals  were  still  numerous  in  .McCullough 
County,  Texas,  only  5OO  turkeys  were  shipped  out;  in  1924  a  total  of 
about  110,000  were  shipped  from  this  co'unty.  Practically  no  turkeys 
'Were  shipped  from  San  Angelo,  Tex.,  prior  to  1921,  while  in  1924  forty- 
two  cars  of  turkeys  were,  shipped  fro.m  this  point.  As  all  these  turkeys 
were  raised  on  'the  open  range,  the  remarkable  growth  in  this  industry 
would 'have  been  imposs ible  had  not  vigorous  warfare  been  waged  against 
predatory  animals.  .  .  ‘ 

The  ldah.0  Division  of  preda,tory  animal  control  has  placed  over 
750,000  poison  baits  since  the  beginning  of  the-  current  fiscal  year. 

The  manager  of  a  ranch  at  Yuma,  Ariz.,  reports  great  success  in 
poisoning  jack  rabbits  with  poison  supplied  by  the  Biological  Survey. 

One  can  of  the  poison  on  some  .alfalfa  placed  outside  the  ranchman’s 
alfalfa  field  acco'unted  for  bO  of  the  rodents.  Babbits  last  year  caused 
a  thousand  dollars’  damage  on  this  ranch,  but  the  ovmer  expects  to  prevent 
further  losses -from  this  source. 
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In  an  Arizona.  nLirsory  containing  pecan  trees,  28,500  trees 

were  destroyed  before  the  owner  knew  what  was  going  on.  The  area  was  trappejf 
and  44  gophers  ^^ere  canght.  The  use  of  a  few  traps  would  probably  have 
prevented  this  damage. 

Gophers- "cindermined  I56  miles  of  irrigation  ditch  banks  in  Pima 
County,  Arizona,  causing  great  expense  to  farmers  and  irrigation  companies 
in  loss  of  water  and  for  renairing  breaks.  Thorough  cooperation  was  given 
Rodent  Specialist  Sen  E.  Poster,  and  the  entire  I56 'miles  of  ditch  bank 
was  given  a  treatment  of  -Doisoned  sweet  potato  baits,  which  resulted  in  the 
extermination  of  over  90  per.  cent  of  the  gophers.  It  is  stated  that  recently 
one  pocket  gopher  caused  a  break  in  an  irrigation  ditch  at  Yuma,  Ariz., 
vfhich  co-st  over  $2,000  to  repair. 

Experimental  work  on  wood  rats  in  the  redwood  belt  in  Mendocino 
County,  ,  California,  was.  started  dioring  March.  The  1-umber  companies  have 
begun  r.eplanting  cut-over  timber  lands,  and  rodents,  especially  wood  rats, 
have  done  much  damage  to  the  yo-ung  trees,  particularly  the  Eo-uglas  Pir. 

During  the  past  two  years  about  600,000  trees  have  been  planted,  of  v/hich 
the  rodents,  principally  wood  rats,  have  destroyed  between  35  50  per 

cent. 

Operations  against  the  rat  in  Los  Angeles  County,  California,  have 
been  enlarged.  Sixty  men  are  employed  full  time  in  the  trapping  operations 
and  over  12,p00  snap  traps  are  in  use,  with  an  average  of  450  rats  taken 
each  day.  About  60,000  rats  and  a  squirrel  were  examined  for  plague  "’up 
to  March  4, and  the  squirrel  and  119  rats  proved  -oositive  for  the  disease. 

Groimd  hog  control  campaigns  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  have  aroused 
much  interest  this  spring.  Four  county-wide  campaigns  just  completed  by 
Carlyle  Carr,  of  the  Eastern  Rodent  Control  District,  have  proven  very 
successful  and  have  resulted  in.' requests  for  similar  work  in  twenty  other 
co-unties  in  the  district.  Over  $6,000  has  been  raised  by  county  comm.issioners 
for  the  purchase  of  fumigation  miaterial  which  in  most  cases  will  be  distributed 
without  cost  to  the,, farmers.  Mr.  Carr-  has  also  completed  since  the  first  of 
the  year  six  anti-rat  campaigns,  which  have  resulted  in  the  estimated 
destruction  of  l40,000  rats  at  a  total  cost  for-  the  six  campaigns  of  only 

$653.22. 

Recent  rodent-control  activities  in  Nexr  York  State  have  resulted 
in  requests  for  grp-und  hog"  and  other  rodent-control  assistance  from  fifty- 
one  counties  in  that  State.  Morris  A.  Stev/art,  of  the  Eastern  Rodent 
Control  .District,  has  been  assigned  to  carry  on  this  vrork  and  arrangements 
are  being  made  for  the  'rem.oval  of  his  headquarters  to  Cornell  University, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

.  ,  ,  POOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 


Remington  peliogg,  in  his  study  of  the  food  habits  of  toads,  has 
completed  the  examination  of  stomach  material  from  about  2,900  animals, 
including  39  different  species,  all  occ-urring  in  IJorth  America  north  of 
panama.  So  n-umerous  are  the  varied  items  of  diet 'that  over  10,000  cards 
-'Will  be  needed  to  file  this  information,  on  the  basis  of  'which  a  bulletin 
on  the  economic  status  of  the  various  species  of  toads  will  be  prepared. 
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G.  C.  Sperry  has  completed  the  examination  of  35  stomachs  of  mammals 
‘sent  in  ty  the  University  of  Ca,lifornia.  These  stomachs,  including  these 
of  slronies,  raccoons,  mi'nks,  gray  foxes,  and  hoo cats  contained,  materia,!  'chat 
could  not  he  conveniently  identified  at  the  \miversity  and  hence  were  sent 
to  our  laboratory.  The  Biological' Suuvey  has  received  a  donation  from,  the 
■'university ■  .of  the  contents  of  a  series  of  stomachs  of  the  Yosemite  park 
toad  (3~’cf 0  Canorus) ,  hitherto  ■onreoresen-ted  in  o’'ur  collection, 

YUK’ ESS0UPC3S 


The  ..llarch  report  covering  'the  activities  of  the  Experiment?,!  Pur 
Parm  at  Saratoga  Springs  recorded  the  birth  of  three  litters  of  foxes,  a 
coteA  of  12  pups,  ..all  of. .'which  are  doing  well. 

'David  G.  Mills,  General  Director  of  the  national  Association  of  the 
Fvjt  Industry,  who  is  collaborating  v/ith  this  bioreau  in  .assembling  sta,tistical 
information  relative  to  the  f''ur  reso'orces  of  the  United  States,  recently 
visited,  the  b.-ureau.  to  disugs.s  plans  for  the  f ut ■'ore . 

The  marriage  is  announce'd  of  Dr,  Karl  B.  Hanson  to ;  Miss.  Katherine 
McAloon  on  April  Id,  in  Keeseville,  IT.  Y.  Congratulations  and  best  wishes 
are  extended.  Doctor  Hanson  v'iil  make  his  homie  in  Saratoga,  Springs,  P.  Y. 

GA^  ADD  3 IBP  PESEHVATIQNS  .  - 

In  order  to  improve  grazing  conditions  'a60  buffalo  have  been  -penned 
at  the  Bison  Eange  and  are  being  fed  hay.  The  animals  are  in  fine  condition. 

Two  b’uffalo  CcAves  from,  the  herd  at  the  Bison  Range  .have  been  ship¬ 
ped  to-Gackson,  Mich,,  .for  the  City  Park.  One  of  -the  buffaloes  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  city  by  the  Governm.ent;  the  other  was  purchased  '.Ti'th  funds 
raised  oy  the  school  children.  '  ■  ■  ,  . 


Eire  started  on  March  26  a  short  distance  south  of  Martin,  S.  Dak., 


and  fanned-by  ’winds  of  from  25  to  30  'miles  ner  huur  developed  into  one 
of  the  most,  extensive  prairie  fires  which  has  occurred  in  the.t  locality 
for  many ' year.s., ,  After  b'orning  over  a  strip  of  grass  land  lip  mi'ies  long 
amd  35' ^Ales.-' ride  in.  South  Dakota  a'nd  IJebraska  the  fire  was  reduced  to 
small  and  isolated  blazes  and  wls'  finally  extinguished  at  a  poirA  30 


miles  northeast  of  Valentine ,  ‘  Hebr . ,  on  March  2S.  The  loss  of  the  praurie 


hay  crop  -was  estimated  e.t  over 
volunteers,  men  from,  -all  to'.rns 
fighters,  among  these  being  1,5 
the  north’ -oast ure  at  Uiobrara 'R 


$1,000,000.  In  response  to  the  c-ull  for 
in  the'  vicinity  joined  the  army  of  fire 
00  Sioux  Indians.  The  fire  spread  across 
e'servatlon  with  gr-eat  "rapidity  and  butn.ed 


all  the  range  grass  betwee’-i  the  Big  and  Liz  tie  Beaver  Greeks,  bu-t_.  did 
not  harm  the  cabin,  animals,  or  fence.  The  rapidity  of  the. fire's  approach 
res'ulted  in  great  loss  of  prairie  chickens  and  grouse  v/hich  had- been 
plentifuAun  this  region, 
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■After"  obtaining  permission  fro'm  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Bureau  of  Eish  and  Game  of  the  State  of  ilehraska  he^s  placed  dams  in  a  small 
spring-fed  creek  at  lliohrara  Reservation  to  create  rearing  ponds  for  j'^oung  j 
brook  and  rainlou  trout,  uhich  it  is  hoped  maY  furnish  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  fish  production .of ^ the  State, 

Six- wild- tp-rkeys,  tuo  males  and  four  females,  arrived  at  iJiobrara 
Reservation  from  the  'JiJichita  Game  Preserve ,  ‘  Oklahoma-,  on  March,  20.  They 
v/ere  liberated  in  a  pen  and  soun  became  quiet  and  started  feeding. 

Deeding  of  -the  elk  ended  near  headquarters  at  the  Elk  Refuge  on 
March  24,  and  .at  the  .Dituater  tract  (uithin  the  Refuge)  oh  March  26. 

Dorty-one  boxes  for  tree-nesting  ducks  have  been  put  up  along  Sweet¬ 
water  Lake  this:  spring  by  W .  D.  Parker,  Warden  of  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve, 
Horth  Dakota.  -The  first  ducks  .going  north  this  season- were  seen  by  the 
warden  on  March  23 :  -  '  '  ■ 

Sixty  boxes  for  tree-nesting  dUcks  hax^e  been -put  in  place,  by. L.  L.  Brya; 
Warden,  Big  Lake  Bird  Reservation,  Arkansas. 

A.pparently  •dn.e  to  very,  low'^water,  less  swan  are  said,  to  be  .  nesting 
at  Lake  Malhe'^cr  Reservation,  Oregon,  this  season  than  at  any  previous  time  i 
in  the  memory  of  the  warden.  Supervisor  L.  E.  rlibbard  states  that  while  li 

birds  are  numerous  at  Lake  Malheur,  the  valley  in  the  locality  is  nearly  i 

devoid  of  waterfowl. :  t 

Charles  G.  Ea.ton,  of  Coronado  Beach,  Dla. ,  has  been  .appointed  to 
cooperate  with  this  bureau  b.y  acting  as  warden  at  Mosquito  Inlet  Bird  1 

Reservation,  Dla.,  during  the  bree'ding  .season  this -year.  -The.,  .services 
of  Mr,-^  Eaton .  ar.e., obtained  throu^.  the  cooperation  of  the  Halifax  .Rivor 
Bird  Club,  of  Daytona  Beach,  Dla.  '  '  .  :  '  .  , 

■  •  ,  »0RTATI0HS 

The  importation  of  quail  from  Mexico  has  been  very  successf-al  this 
season.  A- total. of  33 » 500  birds  have  been  brought  in  up  to  April  11, 

31,000  at  Brox^nsville,  Tex. , .  and  2,500  at  Laredo,  Tex,  Facilities  for 
handling  q-uail -at ..-the  .border  have' improved  considerably,  and  recent,  re-  , 

ports  i’ndicate.  .very  few  .-losses  of  birds  in  transit.  ■  -  ■  : 

-  '  M-IGRATORY  'BIRD  TPBlATIuli®  L.ACEI  AC 

Wardens- E.  D.  -Roalien . and  M.'.  ,-A.  Charlton,  who  v;ere  shot  from  ambush 
on  March  3  while  p.atrolling  the  'Sa-ngsmon  River  bottoms  in  Ij.lincis,  are 
recovering  from  -their  n-umerous  wo -ands  as  rapidly  as  could  be  .expected, 

Mr.  Roahen  has.  left,  the  hospital  in  Peoria  and  Mr.-  Charlton,  who  has  been 
receiving  treatmerk  at  his  hom.e  in  Colrmbus,  Ohio,  is  also  improving. 

Mr.  Roahen  Vsas-:  ope  rated  upon  ten  times  for  the  removal  of  shot  from  the 
head,  arms,  and  hands. 
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Warden  J.  V.  Kelsey's  weekly . report  for  March  22-2S  gives  the 
following  interesting  referenbe  to  v/ild  fowl  conditions  in  Illinois: 

"On  Thursday,  March  26,  while  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilcox  Lake 
(adjacent  to  the  Sangamon  River  in  Illinois),  I  witnessed  as  remarka'Dle 
a  flight  of  dacks  in  northern  migreition  as  I  have  ever  seen  outside  of 
mj’’  o’jvn  district,'  South  Dakota.-  For  an  hour  and  a  half  prior  to  sunset 
the  sky,  as  far  as  one  could  see,  v/as  literally  alive  vdth  ducks  moving 
steadily  northwest.  These  Dirds  v/ere  flying  high  and  were  voicing  the 
calls  only  heard  when  in  migration”  flight . .  This  phenomenal  flight 
continued  far  into  th-e  night  and  it^  is  impossihle  to  even  hazard  an  estimate 
as  to  the  numher  of  oirds  v/inging  their  'way  to  northern  nesting  grounds. 

This  flight,  which  undoubtedly  marked'  the  last  heavy  movement  of  birds 
to'vvard  the  north  for  this  spring,  was  one  to  linger  long  in  memory." 


The  ninth  conviction  for  killing  migratory  'Waterfowl  from  an 
airplane  was  obtained  in  Federal  court  at  Paris,  Te.x.,  on  March  2,  I925. 
when  an  offender  charged  with  employing  such  means  in  the  killing  of  wild 
geese  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  was, fined  $10. 


Cases  Terminated — Re-ports  Received  During  March. 


U  ardens 


Gases 


■'State 


,  Violation 


Fine. 


Barmeier,  Heller* 
Bernd*,  Horner** 
Bickley** 

Bloxsom,  Watson** 

Britton 

Collins* 

Creech*,  Keller* 

Heller*,  Mestel* 

Hilliard,  Pacetti, 
and  Bass* 
Hilliard,  Pacetti 

(I  II 

Hilliard,,  Pierce*-' 
Kelsey,  Shaver 
Maurek*,  Brown* 

Mestel* 

A 


Pacetti 

Riddick 

ri 

!l 

Riddick,  Hampe* 


2  Missouri  Killing  s'»vallows  and  nighthawks 

2  Hew  Jersey  Possessing  a  heron  and  robins 
1  So. Carolina  Killing  robins 

3  Maryland  Shooting  at  ducks  from^  motorboat 
1'  Hew  Mexicb  Killing  a  swan 

1  Maryland ,,  Killing  a  heron 
1  ■  Illinois'  Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 

1  It-  -  Ranting  ducks  in  close  season 

■4-  Florida  Killing  ducks,  in  close  season-  . 


4 

1 

1 

1 

2 


ti 

ti 

Hew-  Jersey 
•Missouri 
■Ho  .Dakota 

Illinois. . 


Killing  ducks  in  close  season 
Serving  and  selling  ducks 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  ducks  in  excess  of  daily 
bag  limit 
Killing  ducks 


in  close  season 


Florida 

Texas 

ir 

■  ■ '  M  - 
II 


Hunting  d'ocks.  in  close  season 


Killing  terns,  and  gulls 
Hunting  doves  in.  close  season 
Killing  robins 
Killing  geese  from  airplane 
Killing'doves  in 'close  season 


$10  each-' 
$10  each 

$15- 

$25  each 

$25 

$10  and  cost 
$25  and  cost 
of  $16.S1 
$1  and  costs 
of  $11. SO 
$5  each 

$5  each 
$100.  ,  ' 
$10  ■ 

$1 

$25  each 

$15  and  cost 
of  $39.75 
$15  each  and 
costs  of 
$5.50  each 
4’.  0  ®  s.cn 
$10  each 

$25 

$10 

One  hour '  in, 
custody  of 
marshal 


IS  sixay^:^ 


-  g  - 
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Ws-rdens 

Oases 

stake 

Violation 

Pine 

Soahen 

1  . 

,  Illinois,.' 

, filling,  coot  froir:  rnotorhoat 

'  $10  and  co^i 

of  $11,55 

tj 

,  .1.  ' 

« 

■  Selling  .:ducks 

$10  and  costs, 

M  ■ 

of  $11.65 

Boahen,  Sclioller* 

1  ;  , 

!l 

Possessing  ducks  in  sto-rage  in- 

■'  $150  and  cost.  ' 

... 

close  s.eas.on.  ■  - 

Shaver 

.  1  ■ 

Minnesota 

Possessing  .ducks  in  storage  in 

$5  i 

close  .season  , 

Stadlmeir* 

1'  ... 

.Rhode  Island  K.i  11  ing  sandpipers 

$20- 

Steele,.  R.  C.  . 

5 

W,ashingt,on 

Killing  ducks  after  s'cnset 

$25  each 

Whitehead,  ITcrrell* 

*  .1 

Georgia 

■  ;  Killing  hul Id at s.  . 

$10 

*  U.  S,  Deputy  G-ame  Warden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden  y. 

,  'Gases  .  Rep  or  ted  for  ..Prosecution' 

^Jardens  Cases  State  Violation  i 


Barmeier,  McC^e**  1  . Misso^ori  Selling  ducks 

Barmeier,  Creech*  .1  ^  "  .Selling  ducks 

Barueier,  -Allme-  2  ”  Selling  ducks 

roth**,  and 

Maresh**  ^  ,  .  ..  ■...  .  .  ■  —  ■ 

Barmeier,  Wild-  1  .  :  "  .  Po-ssessing  .ducks  in  close ‘season 

oerger*^  .  .  ..  .  . 


Birsch,  Bonner* 

'  1  ■  ■ 

North  Carolina 

,,  Soiling .ducks ,  and  possessing’ ducks 
.  in-  close.:  season  -  4 

Bloxsort  ' 

1 

Maryland  ■ .;  r  ■ 

Shooting  at,  ducks  from  motorboat' 

Bonner* 

1 

North  Carolina 

H'^mting  ducks  from  motorboat 

S  rotm* ,  Maur ek* 

2 

North  Dakp'ba  ■ 

Killing  ducks  in  excess ’of • daily  -  ■ 
bag  limit 

Charlton 

2 

West  Virginia 

Killing  ducks  from  mo-torboat  -  | 

Creighton* ,  W alker* 

1 

Dist.  Columhia 

Shooting  at  d^rcks  in  close  season  | 

Ehlers*,  .Williams** 

3  ... 

.  Indiana  -  ..  ,•  .' 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

Harrell*  "  ' 

■  -  ^Florida  ,  • 

Selling  ducks  and  coots 

Heller* 

.  2  . 

.  .Misso  ■'cri  ■  :  . 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Hilliard  and  Smith. 

2'  : 

North  Carolina; 

Killing  geese  at  night  '  ■  | 

Hilliard  and 

Pacetti 

-. '2 ■ 

Florida 

•Killing,  ducks  in  close  season 

It 

1  „ 

IT 

Sealing  'ducks 

Hilliard,  Pcnetti,- 
an'd  Bass* 

'4 

1! 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season  . 

Hoffman 

2 

Alabama 

Selling  coots 

K 

^ , 

*+ 

ti 

IJ-unting  doves  in  close  season 

Holmes  and  Shaver 

1 

Illinois  , 

Pron ting.,  ducks  in  close  season 

Holmes  and  Kelsey 

2 

Misscori 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season-  '■  • 

Kelsey  and  Sanders** 

2 

South  Dakota. 

Exulting  ducks  after  s^onset  '' 

Mestel* 

1 

Illinois  ;  j  ,■  : 

Killing  a  uood  duck 

liushhach  and  Jones** 

1 

South,  Carolina 

Serving  and  selling  ducks  to  guests  j 

Pacetti 

u 

Florida 

Killing  terns  and  g'’uLls  1 

II 

1 

n 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  dost 
season 
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Wardens  Cases 

State 

Violation 

Riddick  and 

2 

Texas 

Selling  ducks 

Sneckles* 

Riddick 

1 

It 

Selling  ducks  and  geese 

It 

1 

If 

Selling  ducks  to  ginests 

Riddick  and  Lev;is** 

1 

It 

Selling  ducks  to  guests 

Riddick,  Shaw**, 

1 

It 

Possessing  a  live  gull 

and  Lucas** 

Roahen,  Eisher** 

2 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

Roahen,  Scholier* 

5 

It 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

Roahen 

5 

It 

Huating  ducks  after  sunset 

ft 

2 

It 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

Shaver 

3 

Minnesota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Shaver  and 

Davidson** 

3 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Shaver  and 

3 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Kelsey 

It 

2 

It 

K-illing  ducks  in  close  season 

Smith 

1 

Georgia 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 

ti 

1 

II 

Killing  a  ruby  crowned  kinglet 

Smi t  h ,  Mushh  ach , 

1 

It 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

and  tYhitehead 

IT 

1 

It 

Killing  doves  and  jacksnipe  in 
season 

close 

Steele,  0.  D, 

6 

Iov7a 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

Steimrt* 

1 

Delaware 

Hnuting  ducks  after  sunset 

‘Whitehead 

1 

Georgia 

Possessing  doves  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

IT 

1 

Florida 

Possessing  doves  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

It 

1 

ft 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
season 

close 

It 

2 

tt 

Selling  ducks 

Whitehead,  Mushh  ach , 

1 

Georgia 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

and  Smith 

nj.  S.  Deputy  Game  Y^arden 
Deputy  State  Game  VVarden 
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GEiffiEAl,  NOTES 

Representati^^es  of  the  Bureau  called  on  Doctor  Nelson  on  the  afternoon 
of  May  S  at  the  country  place  near  Washington  ubere  he  is  convalescing  and  had 
lunch  ”'ith  him,  the  occasion  being  his  birthday.  A  nleasant  hour  was  enjoyed 
and  all  were  glad  to  note  the  improvement  in  the  Chief* s  condition.  It  is 
hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  his  office  before  long. 


Mr.  Goldman,  in  charge  of  Biological  Investigations,  was  in  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  May  1S-2C,  conferring  T/ith  the  executive  secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Board  of  Game  Coim'.is  si  oners  on  the  operation  of  one  system  of  State  game  refuges, 
their  size,  occurrence  of  game  on  them  and  its  spread  to  neighboring  areas,  the 
general  effect  of  the  larger  game  on  forage  prod'action,  and  other  matters  as 
they  affect  similarly  the  hauiling  of  the  game  refuges  adm.inistered  by  the 
Bureau.  Mr.  Goldman  also  represented  the  Biological  Survey  at  the  National 
Conference  on  State  Pai-ks  at  Skyland,  Va.,  May  25“- 2S. 

The  following  publication  of  the  Biureau  was  issued  in  May: 


"Alaska  Game  Lav;  and  Regulations  and  Federal  Laws  Relating  to  Game  in  the 
Territory,"  Service  and  Piegulatory  Announcem.ent  No.  1,  of  the  Alaska 
Game  Commission.  Issued  May  12,  192 5* 

Manuscripts  ha'/e  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows; 

EalT,*E.  R.  "Notes  on  Water  Birds  Found  Nesting  at  pyramid  Lake,  Nevada." 

Lincoln',  Frederick  C.  "Mystery  Bands"  aud  "Some  Results  of  Bird  Banding  in 
Europe." 

McAtee,  W.  L.  "Birds  as  Enem.ies  of  Rice,"  "Birds  Destroying  Corn-borers 
in  Winter,"  "Bird  Introductions  in  Hawaii,"  and  "A  Good  Word  for  the 
Starling." 

Malloch,  J.  R.  "Descriptions  of  Acalyptrate  .Flies  in  the  United  States 
National  Museum." 

Preble,  S,  A.  "A  Hem.lock  Spray." 

Scheffer,  Theo .  H.  "Nests  of  the  California  Gray  Squirrel." 

Wetmore,  Alexander.  "Obser 'val ions  on  the  Birds,  of  Argentina,  Parag^oay, 
Uruguay,  and  Chile."  Prepared  while  in  Biological  Survey. 

Miss  Blanche  M.  Yates  resigned  as  editorial  clerk,  effective  May  12, 

after  seven  years'  service  with  the  bureau.  She  T'/ill  make  her  home  in  Los 

Angeles,  Calif. 


BIOLOGICAL  INITSTIGATIONS 


A.  H.  Howell  is  conducting  field  work  in  northeastern  Florida.  The 
location  of  breeding  stations  of  som.e  of  the  rarer  birds  of  the  State  has  been 
the  object  of  several  trips  into  the  v;ilder  swamps  and  marshes  of  the  region. 
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Dr.  I/.  P.  Taylor  spent  the  early  part  of  April  making  observations  ^ 

on  the  Santa  Rita  Range  Reserve,  and  most  of  the  latter  half  of  the  month 
at  the  S out hv/e stern  Forest  Experiment  Station,  at  Fort  Valley,  near  Flagstaff, 
studying  the  habits  of  porcupines. 

Theo .  H.  Scheffer  was  engaged  in  studies  of  the  life  habits  and 
distribution  of  various  mammals  during  the  early  part  of  April,  and  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  in  st’adies  of  the  seasonal  activities  of  ground 
squirrels  in  ohe  lower  Yakima  Valley  and  in  the  region  east  of  the  Columbia 
River.  Gray  Squirrels  were  noted  as  having  ceased  daraging  the  fir  trees  in 
parks  and  prairie  groves,  as  is  usual  at  this  season. 

ECGIDMIC  lEVESTIGAT  10173 

At  Sweothom-e,  in  the  Santiam  National  ^orest,  Oregon,  the  State 
veterinarian  was  called  during  the  month  to  investigate  a  supposed  outbreak 
of  rabies.  He  found  that  a  number  of  dogs  and  house  cats  had  died  of  the 
disease  or  ware  suffering  with  it,  but  no  cases  of  rabies  in  wild  animals- 
have  been  reported. 

Hunger  Alva  Stone  took  10  adult  coyotes  and  81  pups  in  Umatilla  County, 
Oregon,  during  April.  This  was  not  only  the  largest  kill  for  the  mxnth,  but 
in  every  den  the  female  wa.s  taken.  In  one  den,  however,  there  were  18  pups 
and  a,s  only  one  fem.ale  was  taken  it  is  possible  that  there  may  have  been 
another,  which  escaped.  The  pups  were  of  the  same  size  and,  as  the.  hunter 
expressed  it,  "You  couldn’t  tell  where  one  family  started  and  the  other  left  off. 

Mary  M.  Smith,  wife'of  Hunter  Joe  Smith,  of  Texas,  ’.7ho  has  been  working 
on  the  trap  line  with  .her  husband  for  several  years  setting  trap  for  trap  with 
him,  on  April  27  trapped  a  feniale  lion  for  which  they  had  both  been  working. 

The  lion  he'd  killed  a  total  of  29  sheep  in  the  8  days  beginning  April  11, 

Mrs.  Smith  is  rsperted  to  be  the  first  woman  in  Texas  to  catch  an  adult 
mountain  lien  in  a  steel  trap, 

ReccO-use  of  heavy  losses  from  coyotes  in  sheep,  pigs,  and  t'urkeys  on 
fo.rm.s  -i'e  the  country  north  of  the  Crow  Creek  Reservaticui  in  Hughes  and  Hyde 
CcuntiGs,  South  Dakota,  Hunter  M.  M.  Karlen  was  sent  there  early  in  the  month- 
by  Stanley  G.  Jewett,  leader  in  predatory  anima.l  control,  to  clean  up  the 
few  coyotos  remaining.  He  f ouid  only  t^’O  animals  and  reports  tha.t  since 
clearing  the  reservation  there  is  little  danger  of  a  rec'orrence  of  heavy  stock 
and  poultry  loss  in  that  locality, 

7Che  wo2k  of  Hunter  Ed.  Lang  in  northv,xstern  E-oghes  and  western  Sully  ^ 
County  is  importc.nt  .to  the  Crow  Creek  Indian  Ressrvation  also,  inasmuch  as 
it  IB  clearing  a  region  along  the  Missouri  River  that  is  badly  infested  v/ith 
coyotes. 
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Oscar  Letizke  reports  shooting  a  notorious  sheep-killing  coyote  on 
a  ranch  near  Strool,  S.  Dak.,  that  weighed  60  pounds.  Archie  Howes,  also 
a  hunter,  took  a  female  coyote  at  a  hog  ranch  near  Stiff alo  Gap,  knoY\rn  as 
"Bolatail,  ”  which  is  reported  hy  the  rancher  to  have  "been  about  his  place  for 
more  than  three  years  and  to  have  a.  record  of  killing  more  than  I50  pigs. 

Of  the  97  individual  cooperators  in  predatory-animal  control  in 
Montana  who  signed  agreements  last  winter ,  90  have  reported  to  R.  E.  Bateman, 
leader  in  this  v/ork  for  the  Stette.  This  cooperation  is  practically  over  for 
this  season  and  many  stockmen  have  expressed  their  desire  to  enter  into  an¬ 
other  agreement  next  fall  by  employing  hunters  to  distribute  poison  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Bureau. 

Plans  have  teen  made  for  cooperative  v^ork  in  Colorado  on  eight  national 
forests,  under  the  supervision  of  J.  W .  Crook  and  G.  M.  Trickel,  senior 
administrative  assistants.  Some  hunters  are  novr  on  these  forests,  and  more 
will  be  added  as  the  season  advances.  Hunters  sent  to  these  forests  with  the 
advent  of  the  grazing  season  will  accomplish  much  good  by  the  systematic  manner 
of  work  planr.ed,  states  Stanley  p ,  Young,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control 
in  the  Colorado-Kansas  district.  They  will  be  expected  to  put  forth  every 
endear^or  to  accomplish  the  most  satisfactory  results,  to  show  our  appreciation 
of  the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  sheepmen  on  these  forests,  who  are  raising 
a  considerable  fund  by  direct  assessment  of  so  much  per  head  on  their  flocks. 

A  Moha.ve  County  stopkman  reported  to  B.  E.  Foster,  junior  biologist 
in  Arizona,  that  the  extermination  of  prairie  dogs  on  60  acres  of  alfalfa 
field  la,st  year  had  been  worth  over  a  thousand  dollars  to  him,  Mr.  Miller 
stated  that  if  the  prairie  dogs  ha,d  not  been  killed  he  would  ha,ve  had  to  haul 
his  hay  from  a  ranch  UO  miles  away. 

Rodent-control  cam.paigns  in  Arizona  during  April  were  directed  against 
prairie  dogs,  pocket  gophers,  and  rabbits.  About  12,000  rodents  a  day  were 
killed,  or  approximately  3^0,000  fof  the  month.  A  total  of  79.7^9  acres  of 
infested  lands  were  treated  with  7.95^  quarts  of  poisoned  bait  by  379  cooperati: 
farmers  and  stockmen. 

The  Kansas  A.gricultural  College  distributed  to  cooperators  in  rodent- 
control  work  during  March,  enough  material  to  poison  ^^1,000  prairie  dogs 
and  pocket  gophers, 

Louis  Knowles,  leader  in. predatory  anima,!  control  in  South  Dakota,, 
reports  finding  a  "rabbit  disea,se"  in  Butte  and  Harding  Counties,  Jack 
rabbits  had  become  so  num.erous  they  xrere  a  serious  m.ena,ce  to  small  crops 
and  alfalfa.  Apparently  the  plague  V8,s  at  its  peak  during  April,  as 
Hundreds  of  deal  rabbits  were  visible  along  even  the  main  roads. 

H.  R.  Wells,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  South  Dakota,  spent 
several'  days  in  April  directing  a  campaign  against  ground  squirrels  in 
Codington  County.  This  co‘'unty  spent  $12,000  in  bounties  last  year,  ap¬ 
proximately  $10,000  of  it  on  f lickertails .  By  use  of  poisoned  bait  it  is 
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expected  to  kill  many  times  the  n;amher  of  squirrels  at  a  cost  to  the 
county  not  exceeding  $350,  A  week  was  set  aside  as  "Ground  Squirrel  Vi/eek" 
and  in  addition  to  items  appearing  in  the  local  papers,  large  display 
advertisements  were  rnn  urging  general  cooperation.  Additional  press 
publicity  and  meetings  will  urge  follow-up  work  throughout  the  summer. 

Each  county  commissioner  has  made  him.self  responsible  for  his  own  district, 
and  the  vrhole  campaign  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  county  agent. 
This  is  our  largest  attempt  at  flickertail  control  in  South  Dakota  and 
should  it  prove  as  successful  as  we  hope,  other  counties  will  be  likely  to 
follov;  Codington  next  year, 

Mr.  V^ells  spent  four  days  in  April  in  Minnehaha  County  organizing 
the  Benton  To’nnship  pocket-gopher  campaign.  Seven  demonstrations  and 
meetings  were  held  and  considerable  newspaper  publicity  given  the  project. 
All  farmers  in  the  tovmship  were  sent  circular  letters  tvrice,  explaining 
the  work  and  ’orging  cooperation.  Bait  supplies  and  traps  were  placed 
at  convenient  points  where  they  could' be  obtained  at  cost.  This  is  our 
first  attempt  at  8.n  organised  pocket-gopher  campaign  in  the  eastern  section 
of  the  State,  and  the  response  obtained  at  the  meetings  and  demonstrations 
fell  considerably  below  what  vras  expected.  Only  one  hundred  farmers  availed 
themselves  of  the  demonstrations. 

Another  serious  break  in  the  Sunnyside  Canal  in  Washington  during 
April  has  been  laid  to  the  door  of  the  pocket  gopher.  The  break,  which 
was  45  feet  wide,  together  vtith  flooded  lands  below  the  ditch  caused  a  big 
loss  in  time  and  money.  These  breaks  usually  occur  soon  after  turning  a 
full  head  of  ?;ater  into  the  canals.  The  canals  being  dry  in  winter,  the 
pocket  gophers  v.'ork  from  both  sides  of  the  fill. 


FOOD  EABTTS  RESEARCH 

S.  R.  Kalmbach  has  been  working  for  a  fe\7  T/eeks  on  the  control  of 
damage  by  blackbirds  to  rice  in  Louisiana,  with  headquarters  at  Gueydan. 
The  project  is  cooperative,  the  rice  growers  having  provided  funds  to 
cover  expenses  and  the  Biological  Survey  contributing  Mr.  Kalmbach' s 
services  and  equipm.ent. 


EUR  RESOURCES 

Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Ashbrook  visited  the  Sxpjerim.ental  Fur  Farm 
at  Saratoga  Springs  the  first  part  of  the  month  to  conofer  with  Dr.  K.  3, 
Hanson  and  complete  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  property  fence,  storage 
shed,  and  additional  fox-breeding  pens.  During  their  visit  two  litters  of 
fox  pups  'were  born  -  five  in  one  and  six  in  the  other.  These  m,ake  a  total 
of  23  fox  pups  born  at  the  Farm  this  season. 

On  May  2,  Mr.  Ashbrook  visited  a  rabbit  farm  at  New  City,  N.  Y., 
T/here  approximately  3»50C’  rabbits  of  a  dozen  or  more  breeds  are  being 
raised.  No  rabbits  or  pelts  have  been  sold  from  this  farm  as  yet,  the 
object  being  to  increase  the  stock  to  a  point  \7here  the  owners  will  be 
able  to  pelt  thousands  annuadly . 
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The  German  Fur  Commissinn,  v/h5.ch  camie  to  the  United  States  to  studj 
the  methods  of  handling  the  fin.’  hnsiness  in  this  country,  v/as  addressed  hy 
Mr.  Ashhrook  in  ITei?  York  City  on  tlay  I3  on  this  phase  of  the  rork  of  the 
Department.  The  Commission  was  particularly  interested  in  the  Department's 
cooperative  work  with  the  National  Association  of  the  Fur  Industry.  Charts 
and  maps  designed  hy  Horace  J.  McMullen  were  exhibited  to  demonstrate 
graphically  the  statistical  data  being  compiled  in  this  cooperative  under¬ 
taking. 

Ur.  Ashbrook  has  been  awarded  the  $100  first  prize  in  a  Fur  Dye-Gest 
letter-writing  contest,  which  was  open  to  all  interested  in  the  fur  trade  of 
America.  The  letters  were  to  set  forth  what  is  most  needed  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  fur  industry. 

GATE  Alffi  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Nine  buffalo  calves  have  been  reported  born  this  spring  at  Niobrara 
Reservation,  Nebr.,  one  at  Tifind  Cave  preserve,  S.  Dak.,  and  two  (one  of 
which  died)  at  the  Montana,  National  Bison  Range. 

Practically  all  the  elk  have  left  the  Winter  Ellc  Refuge  in  Wyoming 
and  ranches  adjoining  and  have  gone  back  to  the  foothills.  They  irere  slow 
to  leave  this  spring,  and.  on  May  1,  about  1,000  were  still  grazing  there. 

Cold  weather  for  this  season  of  the  year  h^s  been  reported  at  ^ind 
Cave  Game  Preserve.  D’oring  the  week  of  May  3  there  was  ice  2  inches  thick 
and  some  snow  fell. 

More  ducks  than  usual  have  come  this  spring  to  Sweetwater  Lake,  within 
Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  North  Dakota.  Mallards  are  nesting  in  the  bushes 
on  the  lake  shore,  and  golden-eyes  in  boxes  put  up  by  the  warden.  One  pair 
of  geese  are  nesting  for  the  second  time  on  a  small  pla,tform  out  on  the  lake. 
Their  first  setting  was  placed  under'  a  tame  goose  and  will  soon  be  hatched. 
Five  wood  ducks  and  several  mallards  are  in  a  pen  which  has  a  large  water 
area  on  the  lake  shore. 

ItiPORTATIONS 

The  season  for  irrporting  quail  from  Mexico  closed  on  April  30  and 
the  total  number  of  birds  brought  in  was  3S»i70,  an  increase  of  10,722  over 
1924.  All  v/ere  entered  at  Brownsville  and  Laredo,  Texas,  the  number  at 
the  former  port  being  3^.39^  and  a,t  the  latter  2,720. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  importation  of  eggs  of  game 
birds  during  the  past  three  or  four  weeks,  and  permits  for  the  entry  of 
l,2lo  eggs  have  been  issued.  Most  of  these  shipments  were  from  Canada, 
one  from  England,  and  one  from  Nor^/'ay. 
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Importations  at  the  port  of  Stan  Erancisco,  which  fell  off  con-  ' 

siderably  after  the  passage  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1922,  have  again  "been 
resumed.  During  the  past  few  weeks  six  large  shipments  of  birds  and 
mammals  have  been  brought  in  at  that  port  from  Australia,  China,  Japan, 
and  the  Philippines. 

MIGP.ATORY-BIRD  TlOilATY  AIT)  LACEY  ACTS 

VAarden  Farnham,  assisted  by  former  Warden  Stadlmeir,  spent  ap¬ 
proximately  tv70  weeks  in  Hew  York  City  recently,  obtaining  evidence  showing 
a  substantial  traffic  in  beaver  skins.  The  investigation  v/as  undertaken 
primarily  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Fish  and  Game  Department  of 
Minnesota,  which  has  been  troubled  considerably  with  illegal  shipments 
from,  that  State;  however,  the  investigation  disclosed  that  the  beaver  skins 
were  being  shipped  into  Hew  York  from  the  States  of  VAashington,  Oregon, 

IdeJio,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  Utah,  Forth  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Few  Jersey, 
Massachusetts,  and 'Maine.  -The  information  obtained  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  United  States  game  wardens  and  State  game  wardens  of  the  respective 
Stakes  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  legality  of  the  shipments,  V/hile 
unquestionably  some  were  legal,  many  probably  will  be  found  to  have  been  in 
violation  of  State  game  laws,  ViTardens  Barmeier  and  Mushbach  a.lso  have  un¬ 
covered  considerable  information  relative  to  illegal  shipments  of  beaver  skins 
from  Blontanpu. 

VJarden  Charlton  writes  that  hunters  on  the  Ohio  River  from  Point 
Pleasant,  U.  Va.,  to  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.,  report  the  best  hunting  in  that 
section  last  fall  for  the  past  ten  years.  Some  of  them  estimate  an  increase 
in  waterfowl  duxing  the  past  five  years  of  close  to  100  per  cent. 

While  Y/arden  Roahen  was  driving  in  his  automobile  through  the  Illinois 
River  section  between  Havana  end  Peoria,  Ill.,  a  short  time  ago,  a  rifle  bullet 
fired  by  an  u:iknown  person  pierced  one  of  the  rear  tires  of  his  car.  He  spent 
some  time  investigating  in  the  near-by  woods,  bum  vras  unable  to  find  out  by 
whom  the  shot  was  fired.  YJhether  it  was  another  attempt  on  his  life  or  a  stray 
bullet  is  only  conjecture.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Warden  Roahen  in  compar.y 
v;ith  Warden  Charlton,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  v;hiie  patrolling  in  practically  the 
same  section  on  March  3  shot  from  ambush  by  an  outpost  for  a  party  of 
market  hunters.  Both  wardens  were  seriously  injured,  and  it  was  only  recently 
that  they  were  able  to  resumie  active  duty. 

Hon.  E.  Lee  Le  Compte,  State  Gane  Warden  of  Maryland,  was  a  visitor 
in  the  Division  on  May  l4. 
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Cases  Termi'nated  -  Escorts  Received  S-orir^  April. 


V/ardens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Barmeier 

1 

L!issouri 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 

$10 

1 

II 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 

$25 

Barmeier, Creech* 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

$25 

Barmeier  ,Wildberger 

**  ]_ 

It 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  sea- 

$25 

son 

Birsch,  Bonner* 

1 

Ho .Carolina 

Selling  ducks 

$50 

Bonner 

3 

It 

Killing  coots  f rora"  motorboat 

$25  each 

II 

1 

II 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

$25 

(I 

2 

II 

Killing  coots  from  motorboat 

$10  each . 

Dickerson* 

2 

Tennessee 

Shooting  ducks  from  m.otorboat 

Costs  of 

$20-12  eac 

Hampe* 

1 

Texas 

Killing  a  dove  in  close  season 

$1 

Hoffman 

2 

Alabama 

Selling  coots 

$25  each 

Hoffman,  Bacon** 

2 

11 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Eolm.es,  Varley** 

3 

Nebraska 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Kelsey 

S 

So.  Dakota 

Slanting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25  each 

Kelsey,  Shaver, 

3 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each  an 

Steel,  Scholler* 

costs 

Landes*** 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

$25  and  cos 

of  $11. SO 

Riddick 

1 

Texas 

Killing  a  dove  after  s^'anset 

$5 

Riddick,  Maxon*  ' 

T_ 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

Roahen,  Fisher** 

2 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

$25  each  ar 

in  close  season 

costs 

Roahen,  Scholler* 

2 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

$25  each  an 

in  close  season 

costs 

”  If 

1 

IT 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

$25 

* 

in  close  season 

11  11 

1 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

$150  and 

in  close  season 

costs 

Scholler* 

1 

II 

Possessing  a  flicker 

$25  and  cos 

II 

2 

IT 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$25  each  an 

costs 

Shaver , 

1 

Minnesota 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

Shaver ,  P  urdura*  * 

1 

1! 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
Deputy  State  Gajme  Warden 
*  Former  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
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Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution. 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Bloxsom,  Sinclair** 

2 

I-iaryland 

Shooting  at  swans  1 

Hoffman,  Ob sour* 

6 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

Hoffman 

1 

Alabama 

Hunting  doves  in  close  season 

Mushbach ,  Jone s* 

3 

No. Carolina 

Selling  brant  and  ducks 

II 

1 

It 

Selling  geese  and  shipping  geese  i 
in  excess  of  weekly  limit 

Ob  s  cur* ,  B  rady  * 

1 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

Pittman* 

1 

Kentucky 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Riddick 

1 

Arkansas 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

Roahen,  Barmeier 

2 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Rcalien,  Scholler* 

1 

(1 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Shaver,  Kelsey 

1 

Iowa 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close  seasor 

Shave  r ,  Pijnshon*  * 

3 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Shaver,  punshon** 
Ott* 

2 

It 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Shaver,  Totten** 

2 

tiinnesota 

Hunt i ng  duck s  after  sunset 

Shaver,  Fidler* 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Smith,  Cushman* 

1 

Maine 

Possessing  scoters  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Steele,  Cooney*  1 

*  U.  S„  Deputy  Game  Warden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 

Iowa 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  ■ 
close  season 

s 

■i' 
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G-SNTHAL  NOTES 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  Doctor  Nelson  has  now  recovered  frorr-  his 
recent  severe  illness  and  to  ’nave  him  uith  us  again.  He  returned  to  the 
city  on  June  24,  after  a  few  weelcs  recuperating  his  strength  at  a  country 
place  near  Washington, 

At  the  request  of  thie  Louisiana  Conservation  Commission  the  Bureau  has 
recommended  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Svihla  to  undertake  a  comprehensive  investi¬ 
gation  of  xhe  rruslsrat  in  the  Mississippi  Delta,  region,  as  a  hasis  for 
dev’eloping  this  valu8.hle  resource.  Vernon  Bailey,  of  Biological  Investiga¬ 
tions,  accompanied  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Svihla  to  southern  Louis ia,na  in  June  to 
inaugurate  the  work.  The  food  end  "breeding:  ha  "bits  of  the  rrruskrats  in  the 
Delta  marslfis  v.'ill  be  studied  in  the  fullest  detail  as  well  as  all  other 
phases  bearing  on  the  highest  development  of  the  nruski'at  industry  in  Louisiara. 

Dr,  Miklos  Siege scu,  a  representative  of  the  Hungarian  Department  of 
Agriculture,  sent  to  the  D.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  by  the  Royal 
Hungarian  legation,  to  study  the  practices  under  the  Depa.rtment,  was  a 
visitor  in  offices  of  the  Bdological  Survey  on  June  11. 

Dr.  T,  S.  Palmer  spoke  before  the  Committee  cn  States  Relations  of 
the  National  Research  Council  at  the  National  Academy  of  Science  "Building 
on  June  11  on  "The  Study  of  State  Achievement  in  Research.  " 

Paul  H.  Oehser,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  editoria.1  clerk,  effective 
June  15,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Blanche  M, 

Yates  on  May  11.  Mr,  Cehser  was  graduated  from  Greenville  College,  Green¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  T.'ith  the  degree  bachelor  of  arts,  on  June  3. 

Miss  Johana  Madigan,  an  employee  of  the  Biological  Survey  since 
January  1,-  19^15,  died  on  June  3.  Du.rir.g  her  service  with  the  Bureau  she 
load  earned  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  its  members,  and  the  sincere 
sorrow  of  her  many  friends  is  tendered  to  the  surviviFig  relatives. 

Manuscripts  ha'/e  been  submdtted  for  outside  pu"blications  as  follov/s: 

Couch,  Leo  L.  "Killing  Eats  with  CalcivLm  Cyanide,"  and  "Rodent  Damage  to 
Young  Eorests.  " 

KellO£:a,  Remington.  "A  Study  of  the  Shall  of  a  Dossil  Sperm-whale  from  the 
Temblor  Miocene  of  Southern  California." 

-McAtee ,  W.  L,  "Key  to  the  .Arerican  Leaf-hoppers  of  the  Genus  TyphuLocyba 
(Komoptera:  Jassidae)." 
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McAtee,  W.  L.  ,  and  J.  R.  lAalloch,  "Another  Annectant  Gems  (Hemiptera; 
Circicoidea) .  " 

OHerholser,  Harry  C.  "April  and  May  Birds  of  Washirigton,  D.  C.,"  and 
"The  Migration  of  Hcrrh  American  Birds:  Hummingbirds," 

Silver,  James.  "The  Kational  A.spect  of  Rat  Control." 

Zimmerman,  R.  Scott.  "Poisoning  the  Rests  ( Rlichertai Is  in  Horth  Lakcta)!' 


BIOIOGICAL  BT\/ESTIGATIOHS 


Theo,  H.  Scheffer  made  special  steadies  of  the  nests  of  the  silo^r- 
gray  squirrel  in  Vaashir4:tori  State  during  the  early  part  of  ifey ,  and  nas 
prepc,red  a  report  on  this  subject.  His  work  later  in  the  month  concerned 
chiefly  the  investigation  of  Jam?.ge  by  pocket  gophers  of  orcliamd  trees, 
and  studies  of  the  various  ground  squirrels  in  the  semidesert  region  east 
of  the  Cascades. 

A.,  H.  Howell  in  the  course  of  nahural  history  woric  in  northern  a-nd 
central  Florida,  recently  visited  several  collecting  stations  of  naturalists 
identified  with  early  work.  Comparisoio  with  the  records  of  these  earlier 
explorers  shows  t'nat  many  char.ges  in  the  prevailing  character  of  the  fauna 
hiave  taken  place. 

G.  H.  M.  Barrett,  v/hile  on  a  trip  to  Florida,  diirir^g  which  he  com¬ 
bined  business  vdth  a  vacation,  made  a  collection  of  birds  especially  desired 
by  the  Bioiogica.l  Sur-^/ey  in  the  Everglades  region  south  of  lake  Okeechobee. 

F.  C.  Lincoln  left  Washington  on  June  lb  for  St.  James,.  Much.,  for 
the  purpose  of  banding  adults  and  young  ii".  colonies  of  g'J.lis  and  tciiis. 

Miss  Ethel  M,  Johnson,  stenographer  in  Biological  Investigations,  v;as 
graduated  with  distinction  from  Gol'urabian  College  of  CTeorge  Washington 
University  on  June  3,  taking  the  degree  bachelor  of  arts, 

ALASKAH  IIJI^STIGATICHS 

In  an  effort  to  deal  cooperatively  with  border  game  violators,  arrange 
ments  have  been  made  between  the  British  Columbia  Police  and  Ernest  ?.  Walker 
the  Bureau's  representative  in  Alaska,  for  joint  patrols.  A.s  a  result  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Provincial  Police  arrived  in  Juneau  May  10  and  joined  Wardens 
Goddard  and  Steavens  at  the  mouth  of  the  Taku  P.i-';er.  A  joint  patrol  on  tbe 
lower  Taku  on  both  the  Alaskan  and  Canadian  sides  produced  evidence  of  exten¬ 
sive  violations.  A  Canadian  subject  was  arrested  and  tried  for  illegal 
trapping  and  a  warrant  is  now  outstanding  for  another  person  for  trial  before 
the  Alaska  courts.  As  anotlier  result  of  this  joint  patrol  a  Canadian  rn-tive 
was  brought  before  the  U.S.  Commissioner  at  Juneau  v.here  he  plead  guilty  to 
illegal  ■'"oting  and  fishing  on  the  American  side.  A  Canadian  native  was  also 
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fo\and  who  formerly  held  a  Canadian  gu.ide  license  and  who  ha,s  forfeited  his 
right  to  it  by  residence  on  the  iLmerican  side  at  the  same  time  that  he  was 
using  the  Canadian  license  on  the  Canadian  side.  On  another  trip  V-arden 
Goddard  found  a  violator  v:ho  had  recently  killed  six  beaivers  illegally, 
and  took  him  to  Ketchikan.  The  defendant  plead  guilty,  was  fined  $200, 
and  sentenced  to  10  days  in  jail.  Tiolators  on  bcch  sides  are  learning 
that  they  \7ill  no  longer  be  able  to  operate  thus  with  imprnity. 

Prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Alaska  Game  Commission,  held  April  9--^> 
Representative  Greir  of  rhe  Third  Division  of  the  Territorial  legislature 
had  introduced  a  bill  carrying  an  a.pprcpriation  of  $5,000  for  the  purpose 
of  stocking  Kenai  Peninsula  and  islands  in  Prince  billiam  Sound  with  elk. 
Upon  the  return  of  E.P.  Walker  to  Juneau.,  Mr.  Greir  called  at  the  Diolo- 
gical  Survey  office  and  discussed  the  subject  of  stockings,  and  as  a 
result  withdrew'  his  origina,!  bill  and  suosuitutod  for  it  another  which 
•arried  provision  for  an  a.ppropriation  of  S10,C0(.'  and  the  adoption  of  a 
c  omprehensive  program  of  stocking  lands  of  Ala  ska  w/ith  valuable  ga.me  and 
fur- bearing  animals,  closely  following  the  plan  which  had  the  approval  of 
the  Alaska  Game  Commission. 


pn  April  IS  the  House  resolved  itself  inro  a  ccmimittee  of  the  whole 
to  consider  the  bill  and  invited  Mr.  Walker  to  appea.r  before  it  a.nd  explain 
tie  desirability  of  such  stocking.  vkriaas  questions  were  raised  and  after 
satisfactory  explanations  ware  nr-ds  the  committee  una.nimously  reported  the 
bill  back  to  the  House  with  the  recommendation  that  it  pass. 

It  w/a^s  miade  clear  that  the  $10,000  appropriation  would  by  no  means 
complete  the  stocking,  but  thcit  the  adoption  of  a  definite  program  would 
undoubtedly  stimulate  interest  in  the  work  and  show  tha.t  it  was  m.eritcr ious. 
The  bill  was  eventually  approved  by  the  Legislature  and  the  work  plaxed  in 
the  hands  of  the  AlaLski  Game  Cornmiissicn,  The  Act  carried  an  emergency 
clause  which  made  the  mioney  immediaitely  available.  The  Commission  expects 
to  undertaks  the  work  provided  for  under  tie  lav:  at  an  early  date. 

warden  Goddard  returned  to  Juneau  May  5  ±kom  a  trip  to  the  Kodiak  region, 
where  he  released  l4  deer  captured  and  transrorted  under  funds  appropriated 
by  the  I923  session  of  the  Levislature ,  The  Kodiak  people  were  very  much 
interested  in  the  work  and  were  highly  pleased  w^hen  the  deer  were'  liberated 
in  their  region. 
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L,  J,  Palmer,  assistar.t  in  charge  of  the  reindeer  invest igatioiiS 
in  Alasl®.,  in  a  radio  message  dated  at  P:ah,y  fune  I3,  states  that  he  expected 
to  start  do^ra  the  Yukon  Ri\'er  June  I5  with  thje  young  carihau  hulls.  The 
animals  uere  to  he  loaded  on  "barges  an;!  convej'ed  dovm  the  ri’^r  hy  one  of 
the  Alaska  P^ailroad  Company's  steamers  to  Holy  Gross,  mhere  the;*,  wre  to 
he  transferred  to  the  hureau's  schooner  "Hacel"  a.nd  carried  to  Kunivak 
Island.  The  animals  a.re  to  he  used  in  a  breeding  experimenc  to  improve  the 
strain  of  the  reindeer  on  the  island. 


ECChOMIG  IkiTEGTIdAviopS 

Dr.  W.  S.  Pell  has  retu.rned  to  heo.dqiurircers  cfter  three  months 
spent  in  visiting  all  States  v/est  of  the  hissicsippi  Diver  in  ’.vhich  coop¬ 
erative  work  in  rodent  and  predatory  animal  control  is  in  progress.  Con¬ 
ferences  were  held  with  field  representatives  and  the  results  eccor.plishr-d 
and  plans  for  future  efforts  ivere  discussed  wifh  directors  of  extension, 
commissioners  of  agricrdture  ,  State  game  departreents,  farmers,  and  stockmen. 
He  was  also  on  the  program  of  the  anuoa.l  meeting  of  she  Hew  Me.xico  Cattle 
and  Horse  Growers'  Association  at  Se,nta  ie.  Doctor  Sell  reports  that  good 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  control  operations  tlrroughout  the  h'est, 

Carlyle  Carr,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  has 
resigned  effective  May  32;  accept  employment  with  a  commercial  firm 
engaged  in  the  raanufaccura  and  sole  of  ijroducts  for  the  destruction  of 
insect  and  rodent  pests. 

The  commissioners  of  Sagi-ia-che  ,  ?uo  Grande,  Alamosa,  and  Conejos 
Counties,  Colo.,  at  their  May  meeting  adopted  a  resolution  to  cooperate 
with  fhe  State  Board  of  Livestock  Inspection  Commissioners  and  the  Biolo¬ 
gical  Survey  in  the  control  of  predatory  animals  in  the  San  Luis  "'/a.lley, 
and  set  aside  $500  to  "ce  iised  in  each  of  the  counties  on  or  after  November 

1.  1925. 

Several  coyote  dens  v^ere  destroyed  in  May  close  to  larr.bing  herds  in 
the  San  Luis  "'/alley.  The  coyotes  of  one  den  bad  Icilled  HI  lambs  in  four 
nights.  A.ssistant  Predatory  Animal  Inspector  John  W.  Crook  assisted  by 
Hunter  Finley  is  responsible  for  so'adicating  a.  den  of  10  Puxjs,  the  largest 
taken  in  Colors, do  during  May.  Stanley  ?.  Young,  predatory  animal  inspector, 
r?rites  t"hr-t  "judging  from  their  photos,  10  days  \?ould  have  seen  these  pups 
started  on  a  ^rild  and  wicted  career.  ' 

Andy  Campbell,  a  Missouri  hunter,  killed  a  pair  of  wolves  said  to 
have  destroyed  no  less  than  32  sheep  and  three  dogs  in  the  past  two  months, 
and  also  to  have  badly  slashed  to  more  dogs.  In  two  days  spent  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  catch  he  and  Inspector  P.  A.  ?'!ullins  found  three  hogs 
killed  by  the  wolves,  one  weighing  about  200  pounds;  and  the  others  40  or 
50  pounds. 
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A  rancter  of  !!le\7  Eaden,  Tex.  ,  reporos  a  loss  of  ^00  out  of  673  goats 
tlirough  the  depredo.tions  of  i-ed  \7ol\^s. 

Hunter  vV.  C.  Snpdor  heardof  six  rabid  coyotes  in  ilalheur  County,  Oreg.  , 
during  the  past  rnoiith,  but  110  losses  arr.cng  livestock  ha’^e  been  reported.  The 
recent  rabies  outbreak  in  the  State  of  vfeshington,  howe'^er,  is  affecting  both 
wild,  and  iunestic  a.ninu.ls  arid  may  becoirx-^  sericu.s, 

D.  A.  Gilchu-ist,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Arizona,  gave  an  illus¬ 
trated  lecfure  at  the  regrtlar  meeting  of  the  fimakaeena  Society  of  Teurpe 
Sto.te  -Teachers’  GollG±.-,e  on  Ley  13,  011  the  subject  ’'Centro llin~  Rodent  Pests 
in  Arizorra .  ” 

Under  Mr.  Gilchrist ' c  direction  and  in  ccoperation  with  the  I’crest 
Service  a  crew  of  eight  men  with  horses  have  poisoned  prairie  dogs  in  an 
area  of  39»CC)C  a.cres  in  the  Coconino  national  Pores'b.  It  is  estimated  that 
more  than  3k2,3^0  relents  were  exterminated  do-ring  the  month  in  12  counties 
of  Arizo'na. 

During  an  outbreak  of  grasshopvers  in  Dig  Valley,  Calif.  ,  in  May 
representatives  of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture ,  the  county  horticul¬ 
tural  commission,  and  Joseph  Keyes,  lea,aer  in  rodent  control,  cooperated  in 
distrihuting  poison  in  an  effort  to  nrovent  tlB  insects  from  becom.lng  a 
menace  such  as  they  v;ere  a  fet.'-  years  age  in  the  Tula  Labe  country.  In  one 
or  tv;o  places,  Mr.  Keyes  says,  it  v/as  possible  to  flood  the  fields  and  drive 
the  grasshoppers  to  small  high  spots,  where  they  ware  easily  poisoned.  Alorg; 
a  road  which  they  were  crossing  in  large  num'ters  but  iii  a  rarrow  strip  about 
250  to  320  feet  wide,  a  solid  line  of  poisoned  bran  was  pla.ced  and  the  next 
day  great  masses  of  grasshoppers  we -.-e  found  dead  close  by  their  line  of  rnigra- 
t  ion. 


A.  E.  Oman,  leader  of  the  Kansas  district,  reports  that  the  Union 
Pacific  railway  System  is  poisoning  pocket  gophers  on  its  r ight-of-r/ay  in 
Kansas.  Eradication  methods  ‘were  demonstrated  to  each  of  the  section-crew 
foremen  between  Manhsktan  and  Topeka,  and  they  -were  supplied  with  a  qiuantity  -- 
of  poisoned  wheat.  The  work  will  be  extended  west  to  Salina  and  east  tc 
Kansas  City. 

A.  Vii.  Moore,  junior  biologist  with  the  Oregon  district,  bias  been 
interesting  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company  in  modern  methods  of  pocket- 
gopher  control  in  the  ?/illameote  Yalley.  The  rodents  have  been  doing  damage 
to  tte  railroad  right-of-way,  and  one  section  foreman  said  that  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  spend  m.ore  tlian  $1,000  a  year  on  his  section  J  miles  long.  Aurrange- 
ments  are  being  made  to  tr.ain  the  section  forerrsn  of  the  railroad  company  in 
using  clo-ver  and  strychnine  poison. 
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Ua.wcs  Cour.ty,  S.  Dak.,  has  employed  3.  county  agricultural  agent,  and 
there  are  good  prospects  for  cooperation  in  our  rodent  iircject,  rrrites  K.  H.  \ 
Wells,  leader  in  rodent  control.  In  cooperation  with  the  Eorest  Service  6c 
acres  of  prairie-dog  country  were  poisoned  in  the  Harney  Uationa.1  Forest. 

In  coo.pe ration  'with  Lyman -County  1,000  acres  of  prhlic  lands  were  treated 
•with  prairie-dog  bait.  Cooperating  w^ith  private  individuals,  I60  acres  \';ere 
treated  for  prairie  dogs  near  Bridgeport,  llehr. 

V#ork  was  carried  on  in  May  in  ten  counties  of  ITorth  Dakota  for  the 
control  of  ground  scuirrols.  C.  C.  Oderkirk,  junior  biologist  in  the  ITorth 
Dakota  district,  supervised  trie  treatirig  of  2,400  quarts  of  bait  in  Logan 
Go-unty.  Tlie  work  in  connection  with  the  campaign  in  this  county  wes  arranged 
through  correspondence  with  banl^ers  and  business  men,  the  only  expense  to  the 
Department  being  for  labor  for  treating  bait  and  for  some  organization  woric. 

A.  M.  Day,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Vi/yoming,  submits  the  following 
as  a  prize  letter  from  a  rancher  in  Daniel:  'h''i/ou-ld  like  to  secure  strych¬ 
nine  and  sacchauin  from  you.  I  got  5  ounces  last  summ.er  from  your  office 
and  heve  use.d  it  all  th?.s  spring.  I  believe  we  have  killed  not  less  tlian 
3,000  scpirre Is  ’.vith  it.” 

Best  wishes  are  extended  to  Morris  A.  Stewart  and  his  bride,  formerly 
Miss  Dorothy  Stovrell,  who  were  married  at  Chevy  Chase,  Md.  ,  on  June  10.  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Stewart  will  reside  at  Ithac'',  IT.  Y.  ,  where  Mr.  Stev'art  is  now 
stationed. 

FOOD  HABITS  iSSE.-VRCH 

Francis  M.  Uhler,  who  ties  begun  an  investigation  of  the  economic 
states  of  cormorants  in  Minnesota  and  ITorth  Dakota,  is  now  at  la.ke  Minnetonba. , 
Minn. 

FUR  RESOURCES 

The  ne''?  lists  of  fox  breeders  and.  breeders  of  'rux  a.nimals,  ccmpiled 
from  questionnaires  sent  out  by  the  B’rreau  this  year,  are  now  available  for 
free  distribution. 

On  May  27,  Mr.  Ashbrook  and  Horace  J.  McMullen  attended  an  informal 
conference  at  the  offices  of  '^lis  U.  S,  Tariff  Commission,  at  which  the 
secretary  of  the  American  National  Fox  Association  was  present.  The  tariff 
on  silver-fox  pelts  was  the  chief  matter  under  discussion. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ITew  York  State  Fox  Bree^ders’  Association,  held  <1 
at  batertovm,  U.'  Y.  ,  on  May  29,  Dr.  Iiarl  B.  Hanson,  of  the  Experimental  ter 
Farm,  spoke  on  "Ascarids  in  Foxes  and  Their  Treatment."  A  paper  by  Mr. 
Ashbrook  on  "A  Brief  History  of  Record  Associations,  Deirionstrating  the  Value 
of  Pedigree  Registration  for  Silver  Foxes"  was  read  by  the  president  of  the 
assoc  iation. 
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At  the  request  of  a  silver-black  fox  company,  of  Eostoria,  Ohio, 
Poctor  Hanson  visited  tleir  ranch  on  June  5  to  invE-. stigate  an  outbreak' 
of  disoaes  among  the  foxes. 


Mr.  Ashbrcok  at 
officials  of  the  Cana.d 
the  American  Fationa,! 
Vfeshington  he  v/ivi 
N.  Y.  ,\nd  also 
tion  at  Marlboro,  Mass 


tended  a  meeting  at  Ottana  ,  Canada,  on  June  I7  of 
ran  Rational  Silver  Fox  Breeders'  Association  and  of 
-■ox  nToedors*  Association.  Befcre  returning  to 
the  Experimental  lAir  Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
tVAi  '.  a  meeting  of  the  American  Fox  Breeders'  Assoc ia- 
.  ,  on  June  So. 


At  the  request  of  the  Danish 
State,  authcri zak ion  has  been  given 
ment  .Bo.  lie  tin  ITo.  1151,  "Silver- Fox 
langraage  s . 


minister  mads  thu'ough  the  Deport; rent  of 
for  publishing  translations  of  Depo.rt- 
Farming,"  in  the  Danish  and  Icelandic 


GAMS  .AID  BIRD  BESBHyd.?iai-f 


Wesley  D.  Parker,  tvarden  of  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  Forth  Dakota, 
states  that  tnere  are  at  least  50  young  mallards  and  two  brnches  of  young 
goldeneye  ducks  with  their  mother  on  Sweetwater  Lake  ?/ithin  the  preserx'eT 
and  one  pair  o_  nooded  mergc.nsers  has  been  stayir.g  v/ith  the  other  wild  fowl 
on  the  lame,  Twenty-eight  young  pheasants  have  been  hatched.  Hawks  are 
not  sc  nomarous  there  thus  year. 


George  IJ.  Benson,  warden  of  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  Oregon, 
reports  more  avocets  on  tiwit  refuge  'Ghis  ’’ear  than  Is  has  seen  since  he 
became  v/ardeh  in  I9IS.  On  one  small  portion  of  tho  refuge  ho  saw  .at  ore 
time  recently  about  l.bOO  avocets,  200  Forster  terns,  and  approninp,, te ly  5o 
black-necked  stilts.  A  few  ruddy  ducks  have  been  seen,  other  ducks  are 
there  in  considerable  numbers,  and  coons  are  found  all  ever  the  re  rose. 
Pelicans  are  not  plentiful  there  this  year. 


Dudwig  fethel,  wa.rden  of  Tortugas  keys  Bird  Reservation,  Florida 
reports  that  part  of  the  key  wl  thin  the  refuge  on  which  the  warden's 
quarters  are  located  has  been  washed  away,  destroying  the  last  one  o-” 
the  old  coconut  palms  )n  thi3  island,  as  w/ell  as  a" number  of  young  plants. 

Dry  weather  is  reported  in  the  locality  of  Big  La.ks  Bird  Reserva¬ 
tion,  Arkansas.  L.  L,  Bryan,  the  warden, writes  that  he  la.s  seen  tw/o  fine 
broods  of  wood  ducks  there  recently. 


On  a  trip  of  inspection  to  Wall^er  Lais  Bird  Reservation,  Arka.nsas, 

■  which  is  also  under  his  supervision,  Mr.  Bryan  saw  a  few  blue  herons  'but' 
was  informed  that  other  birds  w/hich  formerly  frequented  this  refuge  had 

jOU Ine  drainage  di  tch  at  this  point 


gone  to  'Long  Lake  about  12  miles  . __  _ ^  „ 

has  resulted  in  an  absence  of  w.'ater  tand  the  consequert  depa,rture  oi 
birds.  .  ■ 


the 


By  unfortunate  typographical  errors*  in  TEE  SURVE.Y  recent Ijr,  the 
word  "resting"  was  made  to  read  "nesting"  in  connection  wdth  swans  at 
Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  Oregon,  and  the  w,’ord  "Boss"  was  made  to 
read  "rose"  in  connection  with  geese  at  the  same  reservation.  Th£  w/ords 
were  correctly  reported  by  the  Warden. 
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Charles  M.  Conger,  warden  of  th^  Conconully  Bird,  Reservation,  Vfeshing- 
ton,  states  tleat  sandpipers  and  killdeer  are  rromerous  there  hut  that  ducks  || 

are  scarcer  than  la.&t  year.  Some  land  ga.me  birds  are  on  the  re  rage  and  the 
nongarae^- birds  are  more  numerous  thB.n  in  past  years. 

Wesley  D.  Fauher,  wjii’den  of  Sullys  Hill  Came  Preserve,  went  to  Chase  , 
La.ke^  and  Stump  La.ke  Bird  Reservations,  Horth  Dakota,  in  May  and,  with  the 
assistance  of'Williarn  Jenkin  and  H.  Schindele  ,  former  part-time  wardens,  poste; 
the  refuges  v.kth  new  signs.  At  Chase  Lake  many  ducks  were  seen  feeding.  At 
Stump  Lake,  on  account  of  the  receding  of  t'ne  waters,  a  new  island  has  appear¬ 
ed  within  the  refuge  aoout  half  an  acre  in  extent  on  which  there  were  acout 
300  gulls'  nests.  One  la.rge  flock  of  hrant  was  see.n  on  one  of  the  islands  of 
this  reservation. 

A  buffalo  bull  has  been  shipped  recently  from  kind  Cave  Came  Preserve, 
South  Dakota,  to  a  ixirchaser  at  Jeanerette  ,  La^.  ,  and  a  two- year  old  buffalo 
cow  was  shipped  last  month  from  the  Bison  Range  to  a  purchaser  at  Beverly, 

Mass. 

Aimer  P.  Nelson,  warden  of  the  Elk  F:efuge,  reports  that  because  of 
fan/orable  rains  tbere  is  i.acrc  forage  on  xhe  pastu.re  lands  and  surrounding 
foothills  than  for  several  ^/W-ars.  The  elk  have  all  left  the  valley  for  the 
mountains. 

The  Izaak  kalton  league  of  America  ha.s  purchased  several  ranches  in 
Jackson  Valley,  amounting  to  l,j6o  acres  in  all,  to  be  used  as  an  extension 
of  the  Elk  Refuge  for  mrnishing  additioria.l  winter  feed  for  tlx-  elk. 

C.  F.  Cleason  and  V'.  R.  Jones,  emplo.rees  of  the  Reclamation-  Service, 
have  been  a.ppointed  wardens  a.t  Minidolsa.  Re servation,  Idaho,  and  North  Platte 
Reservation,  Nebraska,  respectively,  to  cooperate  in  protecting  the  ”.dld  life 
there. 

John  F.  Casey  has  been  appointed  reservation  w^arden  and  U.  S.  deputy 
game  warden  at  the  Blackboard  Island  Bird  Reservation,  'Ceorgia. 

Warden  Fred  Dille  reports  several  elk  calves  born  at  the  Niobrara 
Reservation,  Nebraska,  and  Vferden  A,  ?,  Clcambers,  an  antelope  fawn  on  the 
Wind  Cave  Preserve,  S-outh  Dakota. 

IMFCRTATIONS 

On  June  5,  a.pplication  was  made  for  a  pe,rmit  to  land  five  mongooses  at 
New  York,  purchased  in  India  by  the  captain  cf  the  steamer  "Jalapa.  "  On  ^ 

receipt  of  the  application,  the  Bureau  wired  the  collector  of  customs  at 
New  York  ttat  hne  animals  should  be  immediately  dest'^’oyed  or  deported,  and 
also  notified  the  steamship  company  that  there  is  no  authority  to  issue  a 
permit  for  landing  a  rnona:oose  for  any  purpose  whatever.  W,  DeT?itt  Miller, 
inspector  of  the  Biological  Survey  in  New  York,  who  was  instructed  to  look 
into  this  matter,  has  reported  that  the  animals  were  re  shipped  to  India  on 
the  "Jalapa,"  which  sailed  on  June  I3.  .  ■  -  , 
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MICrPATORy-BIRD  TREATY. All D  HTCEY  ACTS 

Mr.  Lawyer  is  spending  his  vacation  in  northern  Hew  York. 

This  Division  v\ra,s  represented  at  the  Annual  Sportsmen's  and  Tourists' 
Fair  held  at  Spol^ne,  i'''ash,  ,  June  I6-I9  ’ey  Wardens  Ransom,  of  Spoka.ne  ,  Wash., 
and  Steele,  of  Portland,  Greg. 

V/arden  Kelsey,  of  Sco.th  Eakota,  reports  that  there  was  a  phenomenal 
flight  of  sa.ndhill  cranes  through  his  district  this  sprir.g.  ' 

Warden  E,  B.  Whitehead,  of  Thomas-mlle ,  G-a,  ,  in  a  report  of  Ma3/  23, 
v;rites:  "In  my  trips  throughcuo  np/  district  in  tne  post  sin  weeks  I  ha.ve 
seen  more  w^ood  ducks  a.iid  mourning  doves  tha.n  e-m:r  he  fore  in  my  life.  You  can 
ride  down  any  road  and  there  is  hardly  a  tine  cut  you.  can  see  one  or  more 
mourning  doves  in  any  distance  of  5G  .vardS',  and  in  any  swamp  or  pond  you  can 
find  a  few  pairs  of  wood  duclrs.  A  few  years  a~o  .you  v/oald  ride  for  miles 
without  seeing  a  mourning  dove  and  visit  place  after  place  without  seeing 
half  the  ducks  you  can  nov;,  " 


Miss  Adele  M,  Bittner,  stenographer  in  this  Division,  left  for  Madison, 
Wis.  ,  on  May  27,  havirig  been  ..transferred  to  the  Forest  Fi'oducts  Lc^boiattory  in 
tha  t  c  i  tja 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Leonard,  clerk  in  this  Division,  spoiled  from  ITew  York 
June  13  on  the  S,  S.  "Veendam"  for  a  40-day  tour  of  England  and  western  Europe, 


Cases  Term-incito-d  -  Ee.norts  Received  Durina  Mav. 


Wardens 


Cases 


State 


Vio la t ion 


me 


Anderson**^*' 

1. 

fvia.ryland 

Selling 

ducks 

■  $1C 

Earmeier,  McGee** 

1 

Mi  s  s  our  i 

Selling 

ducks 

.  $1C0 

Ba  r  me  i  e  r ,  A1  Ids  rp  th,f  * 
Maresh** 

.  1 

1 

M 

Se lling 

due  las 

••  ■  $100 

-  -  -  M  11 

1 

tt 

Se lling 

ducks 

$50 

Bloxsrom 

1 

Tirginia 

Killing 

a  duck  in  close  season 

$20 

Eloxsom,  Stevens** 

1 

!! 

Killing 

cur  le  -.vS 

$25 

It  M 

1 

U 

.  Killing 

cur  le  ws 

$100 

Kelsey 

10 

S  0 .  Dako  ta. 

Hunt ing 

ducks  after  sunset 

’$25  eat 

Linebaugh 

1 

Ke  ntuc  'iry 

Hunting 

ducks  in  close  season 

d'Orr 

It 

1 

Tenne  ssee 

Killirag 

do-'.'es  in  close  se.a.son 

$10 

*  !l 

1 

!I 

Killing 

doves  in  close  season 

$25 

Oliphant* 

6 

Virginia 

Hunting 

ducks  p.t-  night 

$25  ea' 

Soahen,  Fisher** 

10 

Ill ino i s 

Possessin.g  chucks  in  storage  in 

6 lose  season 

$15  sa- 

and 

cost 

=^=’0 .  S.  Deputy  G-ama  I'Varden 
**Ih2ruty  State  Game  warden 
**’^Cooperator 


411.7^ 

e  ac  h 


-  Gontimel. 
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Cases  Terminated  -  Reports  Seceived  During  i\4ay. 


Wardens 

O  C  33  S 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Eoahen,  ■  .Fisher^" 

•  ■  1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
close  season 

in 

5  no.  * 

cos  ts 

Roahe  n ,  Scho  1  le  r’^ 

1 

U 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
close  season 

in 

0150  an: 
costs 

I(  tl 

■  1  ■ 

II 

Offering  mounted  specimens 
sale  v/ithout  permit 

for 

025  and 
costs 

Scho  Her* 

"1 

II 

Killing  a  rohin  ‘ 

025 

costs  of 

$14.43 

Sh8.ver 

2 

Minne  s  o  ta 

Runting  ducks  after  sunset 

HO  each 

Sha  ver ,  Purdum** 

2 

n 

Killing'  ducks  after  sunset 

$10  each 

Toms*,  Glidden** 

2 

California 

Bunting  duc]:s  after  sunset 

$10  each 

Visart 

1 

Arl'tansas 

'  Pure huo sing  a  duck 

$20 

S,  Deputy  Game  Warden 
*=*=  Depu-tj’  State  Gajre  Wa.rden 
Co  ope  rater 

CASES  PD  PORTED  iOR  RRCSECUTIOl'J. 


'u'arden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Be loat** 

,Ehlers* 

2 

Indiana 

Kill'ing  ducks  in  close  season 

Bloxsom, 

Stevens** 

2 

Virginia 

Killing  curler's 

Charlton 

,  Bov/e  r sox* 

1 

Eentuclej’- 

Kill ing  v'o odpe c he r s 

Charlton 

,  Roahe  n 

2 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks, after  sunset 

Fleming* 

,  Randall** 

.  3 

Indiana. 

Hu.nting  ducks  in  close  season 

Tilton 

U 

n  It 

1 

ft 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

11 

II  II 

1 

ri 

Killing  a  jacksnipe  in  .-close  seaison 

Roahe n 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage-  in  close 

season 

Roahe  n , 

Fisher** 

1 

II 

Possessing  d.ucks  in  storage  in  'close 

season 

Roahe n, 

Hahn*  * 

1 

tr 

Shipping  ducks  in  close  season  and 

in  a  package  improperly  marlsd 

Roahe  n, 

Charlton 

2 

It 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Roahe  n, 

Scholler* 

1 

n 

Possessing  a  gull 

U 

II 

II 

Offering  to  sell  mounted  specimens 

without  permit  ' 

II 

n 

2 

u 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage,  in  close 

season 

Riddick, 

Hudler*** 

A 

Texas 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

I) 

II 

1 

II 

Killin.g  doves  in  close  season 

*  U.  S.  Deputy  Garre  W'arden 

Deputy  State  Game  liYarden 

***  City  Marshal 
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Warden 

Cases 

Stete 

Violation 

Scholler^'" 

1 

Illinois 

Killirig  a  robin 

Shaver 

Minne  sot  a 

Po  s  se  s  s i ng  du  cks  in 

storage  in 

clc 

season 

Shaver, 

Hahn** 

tl 

Hilling  ducks  after 

sunset 

Shaver, 

Moore** 

3 

I! 

Possessing  ducks  in 

storage  in 

do 

se  a.  s  on 

Sbx\ar , 

Funshon** 

1 

Missouri 

Posse  ssii'g  du-cks  in 

storage  in 

c  lo 

sea  son 

Sha  ve  r , 

Hogalla, ** 

2 

Minne  sota 

Plunt  irg  ducks  a.fter 

sunset 

Ac  1®  rkne  c  ht  * 

Smith, 

Foie  y** 

2 

Ma  ine 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  sea.son 

Toms* , 

Glidd.en''=* 

2 

California 

Hunt  ing  ducks  after 

sunset 

Vis art 

1 

Arkansa  s ’ 

Selling  ducks 

U 

3 

II 

Pl-I’  cha s  ing  due ks 

Walke  r* 

*  Lapham** 

1 

Indiana!. 

.Hunting  dicks  in  close  season 

Ehlers* 

Yanch^' 

1 

Texp.s 

Hilling  sandpipers 

*  U.  S.  Dexxit^  Game  Warden 
**  Depu.ty  State  Game  \varden 
***■  City  Marshal 
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ISSUED  MONTHLY  FOR  THE  PERSONNEL  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  BIOLOGICAL  SURVEY 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Smith  Riley,  who  has  heen  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Garre  and  Bird 
Reservations  since  July  1,  1922,  has.  resigned  effective  July  yi.  Mr.  Riley 
came  to  this  Bureau  from  the  Borest  Service  having  served  as  the  first  dist¬ 
rict  forester  at  Denver,  Colo.  , and  also  in  an  advisory  capacity  with  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  forestry  work  at  Pock  Creek  Park,  Washington,  D.  C,  During 
Mr,  Riley's  service  in  charge  of  game  and  Bird' reservations  he  showed  great 
enthusiasm  for  the  work  and  initiated  a  number  of  excellent  improvements  on 
several  of  the  important  reservations.  It  is  unfortunate  that  he  is  no  longer 
able  to  meet  the  strenuous  field  activities  called  for  in  administering  the 
re sehvations  and  for  this  reason  he  withdrew  from  the  work.  Mr.  Riley  leaves 
the  Biological  Survey  with  the  sincere  and  friendly  good  will  of  the  entire 
personnel. 

E.A.  Goldman,  in  charge  of  Biological  Investigations,  has  been  temp¬ 
orarily  detailed  to  act  in  charge  of  reservations,  thus  freeing  him  from 
other  duties  in  order  that  his  important  studies  of  large  game  problems  ma.y 
be  continued.  He.  has  spent  a  large,  part  of  the  past  two  years  in  field  in¬ 
vestigations  relating  to  large  game  on  .the  reservations  in  charge  of  this 
Bureau  and  elsewhere  on  the  public  domain.  The  need  for  this  work  for  some 
time  in  the  future  is  urgent  and  in  view  of  the  necessity  of  utilizing  his 
services  in  connection  with  studies  of  big-game  problems.  Dr.  H.H.T.  Jacteon, 
who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  manmal  collection  of  the  Biological  Survey  in 
the  U.S,  National  Museum,  has  been  appointed  temporarily  as  acting  in  charge 
of  the  Division  of  Biological  Investigations.  He  will  be  replaced  in  charge 
of  the  mammal  collection  by  A,  H.  Howell  of  Biological  Investigations . 

A  general  rodent  exhibit  was  displayed  in  connec tion  wi  th  the  predatory- 
animal  and  migratory-bird  work  of.  the  Biological  Survey  at  the  annual  Sports¬ 
men's  and  Tourists'  Fair  held  at  Spokane,  Wash.  ,  June  l6  to  20.  The  exhibit 
Consisted  of  veneer  p)anels  used  as  a  background  on  which  were  tacked  rodent 
Specimens;  a  showcase  of  specimens;  and  cages  of  live  California  gray  squirrels, 
'Columbian  ground  squirrels,  chipmunks,  and  pocket  mice.  One  large  cage  con¬ 
tained  13  live  brown  rats  in  various  stages  of  development. 

Vernon  Bailey  returned  late  in  July  -from  southern.  Louisiana,  where  he 
has  been  representing  the  Bureau  in  inaugurating  a  comprehensive  study  of  the 
^skrats  of  that  region,  conducted  cooperatively  by  the  Biological  Survey,  the 
tate  Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Association  of  Trappers  and  Pur  In¬ 
terests  of  Louisiana.  A  cordial  spirit  of  helpfulness  was  shown  by  the  people 
interested  in  the  muskrat  industry,  which  is  becoming  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  the  State. 
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Manuscripts  have  “been  subraitted  for  outside  publications  as  follows:  ^ 

Ashbrook,  Frank  G.  "Introducing  Mr.  Fiber  Zibethicus."  ’ 

Ashbrook,  Frank  G,  ^  and  Horace  J.  ■  Mclviullen.  "A  Preliminary  Study  of 
Statistical  Data  on  the  Fur  Resources  and  the  Pur  Trade." 

Handley ,  Charles  0,  "Undesirable  Neighbors  and  a  Tragedy," 

Jackson,  Hart.ley  H,  T.  "Two  More  Pigmy  Shrews  of  the  Genus  Micro  so  rex," 

"Preliminary  Description  of  Seven  Shrews  of  the  Genus  Sorex,"  "The  Care 
of  Museum  Specimens  of  Recent  Mammals,"  "Review  of  Skinner's  'Bears  in 
the  Yellowstone,*'"  and  "Revi’ew  of  Scott's  'The  Science  of  Biology.'" 

Jewett,  Stanley  G,  "Notes  on  Some  Unusual  Oregon  Birds:  Ross's  Goose  -  Chen 

rossi.  : 

McAtee,  w.  L.  "Review  of  'Jilliamson '  s  'Sun  Brothers,'"  and  "The  Golf  Course 
Beautiful."  ■  :  ■  • 

BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr.  Goldman  returned  to  Washington  on  July  11  from  a  five-week  trip 
during  VThich  he  made  extended  investigations  in  cooperation  with  the  Forest 
Service  of  conditions  surrounding  the  herds  of  male  deer  on  the  Kaibab 
Plateau,  Arizona,  and  directed  the  opexations  of  E.  R.  Hall,  who  has  been 
engaged  for  several  weeks  in  this  work.  Conferences  were  also  held  with  Dr. 

W.  P.  Taylor  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  special  investigations  which  he 
has  in  progress.  After  the  completion  of  the  Kaibab  work,  Mr.  Goldman  spent 
several  .days  in  the  Ozark  National  Forest,  Arkansas,  in  cooperation  with 
Forest  Service  officials,  inspecting  propased  sites  of  Federal  game  refuges, 
in  accordance  with  recent  -legislation,  A  few  days  after  his  return  to 
'Washington,  Mr,  Goldman  started  for  Montana  on  a  trip  chiefly  to  inspect  the 
Na-tional  Bison  Range,  with  special  reference  to  the  oonstraction  of  corrals 
for  capturing  surplus  elk  for  shipment  elsewhere,  for  sale,  or  for  disposal 
otherv;ise.  He  will  a*lso  confer  at  Jackson  with  officials  of  the  Forest 
Service,  with  residents  relative  to  certain  phases  of  the  elk  situation, 
with  State  officials  in  charge  of  game  matters,  and  with  representatives 
of  the  Biological  Survey  in  Montana,  Wyoming,  North  Dakota,  and  South  Dakota. 

A.  H.  Howell  returned  to  Washington  June  27  after  completing  a  survey 
of  breeding  ranges  of  birds  of  northern  and  central  Florida,  Vdiile  in  the 
State  he  conferred  v/ith  the  director  of  the  Florida  State  liuseum.  regarding 
the  birds  of  the  State.  He  also  made  a  triiJ  to  the  G\ilf  Hammock  in  company 
with  officials  of  the  Florida  Audubon  Society,  to  investigate  the  possibility  I 
of  setting  aside  an  area  in  the  Hammock  as  a  breeding  preserve  for  birds  and 
game  animals.  : 

<1 

F.  C.  Lincoln  reports  considerable  success  in  banding  gulls  and  terns  ' 

at  several  nesting  colonies  near  St.  James,  Mich.,  where  these  birds  are  : 

numerous , 
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Theo.  H,  Scheffer  during  J^ane  made  some  preliminary  investigations 
looking  to  a  somewhat  comprehensive  study  of  the  food  and  life  habits  of  harbor 
Seals  and  sea  lions.  Studies,  including  observations  on  captive  animals,  also 
were  made  of  the  Yakima  Valley  ground  squirrels,  a  species  of  local  economic 
importance. 

i  Dr,  Vi/".  P,  Taylor  and  D.  M.  Gorsuch,  field  assistant,  continued  investi- 

i  gations  during  June  of  the  relations  of  rodents  to  agriculture  and  forestry, 

I  principally  at  the  Southyz-estem  Forest  Experiment  Station  near  Flagstaff,  Ariz. 

I  ALASKA  lEVESTI  GAT  IONS 

I  The  Reindeer  Experiment  Station  V7hich  has  been  maintained  atUnalaklect 

and  Home  since  1920  has  been  moved  to  Fairbanks,  and  L.  J.  Palmer,  assistant  in 
charge  of  reindeer -grazing  investigations  in  Alaska,  and  ih  B.  Miller,  assistant 
range  examiner,  will  make  their  headquarters  there  after  August  1, 

Game  l/arden  Jack  W.  Warwick,  formerly  stationed  at  Flat,  has  been  trans- 
i  f erred  to  Eagle,  which  will  be  his  official  station. 

I  In  accordance  with  the  new  Alaska  Game  Lav?,  all  game  wardens  in  Alaska 

will  be  transferred  to  the  rolls  of  the  Alaska  Game  Commission  August  10,  at 
v/hich  time,  in  accordance  with  the  date-effective  provision  of  the  Act,  90 
days  will  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  publication  of  regulations  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  All  new  appointments  will  be  made  by  the  Commission 
hereafter. 

To  assist  the  Alaska  Game  Commission  in  the  inauguration  of  its  work, 
the  Bureau  has  supervised  the  printing  of  26  application  and  license  forms  for 
use  in  Alaska  under  the  new  Alaska  Game  Law.  These  v/ere  shipped  to  fhe  Commis¬ 
sion  at  Juneau  late  in  July. 

ECONOMIC  INVEST  IGAT  IONS 

^  Predatory-animal  control  in  Idaho  is  now  conducted  cooperatively  betvjeen 

the  Biological  Survey,  Forest  Service,  and  grazing  associations.  Luther  J. 
Goldman  is  leader  in  the  work.  The  Sawtooth  Association  has  increased  the  tax 
rate  half  a  cent  to  2  cents  a  head  for  permitted  sheep  and  one  horse  a  band  for 
;  bait,  ■  The  rates  on  the  Cache  Forest  are  5  cents  a  head  on  sheep  and  two  horses 
a  band.  The  Idaho,  Payette,  Boise,  Sawtooth,  and  Cache  National  Forest  Wool- 
growers  Associations  have  been  organized  for  the  coming  season.  Mr.  Goldman 
reports  the  gray  wolf  nearly  extinct  in  Idaho  and  few  lions  left  in  the  vast 
,  timbered  areas  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  A  few  bobcats  and  lynxes 
i  still  reimain  but  the  chief  stock  destroyer  nov?  is  the  coyote. 
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William  Price,  a  hijiiter  in  Sontn  Lakota  working  cooperatively  with  the  f 
State  Game  Department  in  the  stock  ranges  north  of  Belle  Eourche,  Butte  County, 
took  an  old  coyote  at  its  den  an,d  found  ahout  it  the  skeletons  of  seven  sheep. 
Stockmen  in  this  locality  reported  that  kr.  Price  has  put  an  end  to  killings 
in  every  range  that  he  has  "been  ahle  to  reach  so  far.  Losses  in  this  district 
have  heen  heavy  for  several  years,  usually  averaging  more  than  a  hundred  head 
to  the  hand  during  L/Iay  and  June, 

John  IT.  Martin,  a  hunter  in  Corson  County,  S.  Dak.,  throu^  his  trapping 
and  poisoning  operations  since  May,  1924,  has  rearly  exterminated  coyotes  and 
hohcats  from  840  square  miles  of  the  county  and  has  turned  in  since  that  time 
the  skins  and  scalps  of  162  predatory  animals.  Tliis  is  a  district  where  hoth 
these  animals  were  formerly  very  numerous  and  destructive  to  livestock  and 
poultry.  Stockmen  and  farmers  estimate  that  Mr.  Martin's  operations  have  meant 
a  saving  to  them  of  ^310,000  this  season.  Eis  work  is  done  in  cooperation  with 
the  State  Game  Department. 

Stanley  G.  Jewett,  leader  in  preda,tory-animal  control  in  Oregon,  reports 
an  unusual  numoer  of  raids  in  June  hy  hears  on  the  sheep  entering  national 
forests  in  Wallowa  and  Union  Counties  in  eastern  Oregon  and  in  Dougla-S  County 
in  the  Cascade  Mountains, 

Vk  E.  Spaw,  a  hunter  in  the  Texas  district  working  in  cooperation  with 
local  stockmen,  completed  operations  in  Eohertson  County  when  on  June  21  he 
caught  a  notorious  red  v/olf  reported  to  have  killed  cpSOO  worth  of  turkeys  in 
the  past  five  months. 

At  a  poultry  farm  near  Tenino,  u’ash. ,  14  rads  were  killed  \7ith  calcium 
cyanide,  although  e:ctensive  trapping  and  poisoning  ha-d  heen  resorted  to  during 
the  past  two  months.  The  owner  of  the  farm  lost  40  hahy  chicks  and  9  old  hens 
hy  rats.  Leo  K,  Couch,  3.eader  in  rodent  control  in  Washington,  has  formulated 
plans  for  carrying  on  an  extensive  rat  campaign  next  fall  and  winter,  Eor  this 
purpose  cooperation  is  being  lined  up  with  the  Extension  Service,  county  agents, 
the  hestein  Washington  Experiment  Station,  the  U'ashington  Cooperative  Egg  and 
Poultry  Association,  and  individual  poult rymen. 

A.  E.  Oman,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Kansas,  followed  the  Potato 
Growers'  Tour  through  Shawnee,  Jefferson,  and  Douglas  Counties,  the  first  week 
in  June,  The  growers  are-  realizing  the  economic  \7aGte  of  allowing  pocket  gophers 
in  potato  fields,  and  demonstration  plot  work  done  last  fall,  and  demonstration 
field  work  carried  on  this  spring  in  coopera.tion  with  the  Extension  Service  of 
Kansas  State  Agriculture  College  have  heen  great  helps  in  gaining  recognition 
of  the  project  in  the  Kaw  Valley, 

A  crew  of  14  men  working  near  Cokeville,  D’yo.,  completed  the  first  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  area  infested  hy  gro'uid  squirrels  on  June  18,  By  this  time  the 
entire  district  has  heen  systematically  poisoned,  some  areas  being  retreated 
two  and  three  times.  A  total  of  oC,0C0  acres  was  actually  treated  hy  the  crews. 
This  area  gave  protection  to  the  entire  district  of  some  150,000  acres,  since 
much  of  it  was  meadov?  land  which  needed  little  attention.  Reports  from  some 
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prominent  landowners  in  the  district  indicate  general  satisfaction  v/itii  the 
work,  and  an  inspection  suhstantiates  this  feeling,  for  few  squirrels  may 
now  he  seen  v/here  last  year  there  were  hundreds,  Steam'C rushed  oats  and  pro¬ 
cessed  poison,  mixed  according  to  the  fommla  developed  hy  S,  E,  Piper  for 
squirrels  in  this  particular  section,  are  responsible  for  much  of  the  success 
of  the  work  this  year. 

Mr,  Morrison  left  \/ashington  the  latter  part  of  June  for  an  extended 
trip  to  visit  the  \7estern  field  offices. 

Galen  C.  Oderkirk,  who  has  been  engaged  in  rodent  control  in  the  Horth 
Dakota  district  for  several  summer  seasons,  has  been  transferred  to  the  East¬ 
ern  Rodent  Control  District  and  assigned  to  the  local  leadership  in  Indiana 
and  Illinois. 

EOOD  RkBITS  RESEARCH 

Jean  M,  Linsdale,  of  the  University  of  Kansas,  and  Warren  H.  Keck, 
of  the  University  of  Iowa,  have  been  appointed  to  cary  on  a  survey  of  the 
food  resources  of  wildfowl  in  Minnesota  and  are  now  at  work  in  'iVri^t  County. 

Charles  C,  Sperry,  after  starting  the  field  work  in  Minnesota,  has 
gone  to  Louisiana  to  investigate  the  effect  of  the  long  drou^t  on  wild  duck 
foods,  and  to  make  some  local  surveys,  especially  in  cooperation  with  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Conservation.  John  R.  Greely,  who  was  employed  in 
the  Food  Habits  Research  laboratory  last  summer,  is  accompanying  Mr.  Sperry 
to  assist  him  in  the  work. 

Francis  M,  Uhler  also  spent  a  short  time  ^7ith  the  lake  survey  party  in 
Minnesota,  and  has  now  gone  to  Devils  Lake,  H,  Dak.,  to  continue  the  study  of 
cormorants  and  other  fish-eating  birds, 

EUR  RESOURCES 

l\ir.  Ashbrook  and  Horace  J.  McMullen  recently  visited  Hew  York  City  to 
confer  with  officials  of  the  national  Association  of  the  Eur  Industry  and  of 
the  Ear  Trade  Reviev/  regarding  statistical  material  which  is  being  assembled 
on  fur  resources.  Mr.  McMiallen  remained  in  Hew  York  to  procure  additional 
information,  and  returned  to  the  office  July  6. 

On  July  15  the  general  director  of  the  national  Association  of  the  Eur 
Industry,  came  to  Washington  to  discuss  certain  matters  concerning  cooperative 
work  between  the  Bureau  and  the  national  Association.  During  his  visit  here 
an  informal  conference  was  held  with  officials  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  regarding  a  reclassification  of  certain  exports  and  imports* 

The  construction  of  a  shed  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm  for  storing 
knock-dovm  pens,  dens,  nest  boxes,  lumber,  etc,,  has  just  been  completed. 

A  property  fence  which  incloses  20  acres  of  land  has  also  been  erected  there. 

Harry  L,  Bell,  a  vocational  training  student  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau 
previously  employed  at  a  fox  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Experimental  Fur  Farm, 
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Horace  J.  Mclvullen,  a  reprecentative  of  the  Haticnal  Association  of 
the  Eur  Industry,  r/ho  has  heen  v/orkin^  in  cooperation  with  this  Division  since 
January,  has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  'with  a  Chicago  firm*  Our  assoic- 
oions  with  Mr,  McMallen  have  teen  very  pleascut,  and  we  srish  to  extend  him  our 
"best  wishes  for  success  in  his  new  work. 

GAilE  AHD  BIDD  DESSHVfAlOlJS 

The  irrigation  company  operating  near  the  Lake  Malheur  Bird  reservation 
Oreg. ,  has  opened  its  dams,  and  late  in  June  more  water  flowed  into  the  lake 
than  at  any  time  d'oring  the  spring  and  eauly  summei.  Eanches  were  flooded  as 
the  thick  weeds  in  the  lake  did  not  permit  the  water  to  flov7  in  as  fast  as  it 
came  dovra.  the  channel. 

A  representative  of  a  Hew  York  film  ccrpcration  visited  Lake  Mallieur 
Reservation  in  June  to  make  motion  pictures  of  the  "birds  there.  This  month 
8.  representative  of  a  Hew  York  nev/s  reel  ccrg-anj-  visited  Thi'ee  Arch  Hocks 
Reservation,  Oreg.,  in  company  with  U.  S.  Game  narden  R.  C.  Steele,  to  olDtain 
pictures  of  wild  life  at  that  refuge. 

The  first  young  "birds  of  the  sec.son  at  Tcrtugas  Keys  Reservation,  Fla,  , 
were  seen  on  June  3. 

Fevier  wood  ducks  are  reported  at  Big  Lalce  Reservation,  Arkansas,  than 
last  year. 

Five  antelope  favrns  are  reported  at  kdnd  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S.  Dak,, 
and  there  are  now  17  "buffalo  calves  at  this  preserve. 

Seventy-one  "buff alo  .  calves ,  of  which  63  are  living,  v/ere  "bom  this 
season  at  the  Hational  Bison  Range,  Mont.  Ten  "buffalo  calves  are  reported 
at  the  Hio"brara  Reservation,  Ne'or.  Three  Iraffalo  calves  and  six  elk  calves 
have  "been  seen  at  Sullys  Kill  Preserve,  H.  Dak. 

More  than  three  miles  of  telephone  line  have  "been  constructed  from 
Ja.ckscn,  Jyo.  ,  to  the  headquarters  of  the  elk  refuge,  and  from  there  to  the 
cabin  at  the  Germain  tract  v;ithin  the  refuge. 

Under  the  direction  of  U*  S,  Game  i/arden  R.  C.  Steele,  at  La  Push, 
iiiash.,  a  large  sigi  has  been  erected  warning  persons  f.rom  trespassing  on  the 
Q,uillayute  Heedles  and  other  refuges  along  the  coast  of  that  part  of  the 
State  of  n(ashingt-on. 

'By  permission  of  the  warden  of  the  Idaho  Department  of  Fish  and  Gam.e, 
a  deputy  state  Game  warden  has  recently  completed  the  posting  of  Deer  Flat 
Bird  Refuge,  Idaho,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  rhis  Bureau.  This  posting  will 
De  of  considerable  add  in  bird  protection. 
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A  huge  landslide  came  dovrn  the  south  slope  of  the  high  mouatain  on  the 
Gros  Ventre  River,  iiiyo.,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  23,  about  12  miles  above  the 
Elk  Refuge,  completely  shutting  off  the  river  and  forming  a  lake.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  slide  at  the  lowest  level,  where  the  river  will  eventually 
pass  through,  is  130  feet  hi^  and  covers  the  river  bottom  for  a  mile,  running 
hi^  onto  the  opposite  side.  At  the  Huff  Ranch  in  Jackson  Valley  a  barn  and 
sheds  were  swept  av/ay,  but  the  house  was  massed  by  a  fev/  yards.  This  ranch, 
where  the  State  had  140  tons  of  hay,  for  feeding  the  elk,  will  be  covered  by 
the  body  of  water,  and  the  hay  was  reported  floating  in  the  lake.  All  the 
ranchers  along  the  Gros  Ventre  River  below  the  slide  were  cut  off  from  irriga¬ 
tion  vrater,  but  the  Elk-  Refuge  was  not  affected. 

IIviPOETATIOHS 

Richard  M.  Hunt,  recently  located  at  Rerkeley,  Calif.,  who  was  one  of 
our  special  inspectors  of  foreign  birds  and  mammals  at  San  Erancisco,  died 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  on  June  25,  after  an  illness  of  several  months. 


LIIGRATCRI-BIRD  TREATY  AMD  LACEY  ACTS 


An  interesting  case  was  tried  in  the  Pederal  Court  for  the  southern 
district  of  Texas  on  June  22,  when  an  accused  charged  with  selling  and  serving 
a  wild  duck  in  his  restaurant  was  ordered  on  a  plea  of  guilty  to  pa^y  a  fine  of 

i?100. 


A  prominent  citizen  of  Chicago  was  arraigied  in  the  Eederal  court  for 
the  northern  district  of  Illinois  on  July  9  for  possessing  wild  dircks  in  cold 
stora.ge  during  the  close  season.  He  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  was  fined 
>pl50.  This  is  the  fourth  such  case  terminated  in  this  district  during  the 
past  few  months  where  a  fine  of  equal  amount  has  been  imposed.  Another 
offender,  charged  with  illegal  possession  of  aigrettes  and  arraingned  in  the 
same  court  on  July  11,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty,  and  was  fined  $300. 

Vi/'arden  George  M,  Riddick,  of  Houston,  Tex.,  in, his  report  of  July  4 
states  that  during  the  preceding  week  he  had  seen  more  mourning  doves  near 
Houston  than  at  any  time  since  he  went  to  Texas,  Inquiries  show  that  there 
are  fiiore  doves  there  than  for  years  past, 

Mrs,  Louise  G.  Bittner  vras  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  Soils  of  this 
Department  on  July  1  to  fill  the  position  of  stenographer  in  this  Division 
made  vacant  by  the  transfer  of  kiss  A.dele  M.  Bittner  to  the  Eorest  Products 
Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wis, 

Mrs,  Mary  H.  Doyle  was  apnointed  typist  in  this  Division  effective  June 

26. 

The  poster  on  the  open  seasons  for  game,  for  1925-26,  was  issued  on  June 
26.  This  is  an  annual  publication  and  every  year  is  given  additional  publicity 
by  reproduction  by  photographic  process  in  the  pages  of  several  of  the  outdoor 
and  sporting  periodicals  of  national  circulation. 
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The  division  regrets  to  exLnc'ance  that  since  the  previous  issue  of  THE 
SURVET  it  has  received  news  of  the  death  of  two  of  its  most  valued  U.S.  ^deputy 
game  wardens:  Milton  C.  Peters  of  Omaha,  ITehr. ,  on  June  50;  and  Stuart  J. 
Elintham  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  on  Jame  10. 

Part  of  the  charge  of  Judge  Isaac  M.  Meelcins,  of  the  U,  S.  District 
Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  llorth  Carolina,  to  the  grand  jury  at^ 
Slizaheth  City  at  the  April,  1925,  term  is  so  full  of  human  interest  onat  we 
ane  quoting  that  part  relating  to  “birds  in  its  entirety,  as  follows: 

"The  legislature  of  this  Sta,te  has  ur.dertaken  to  protect  quail;  ^d 
it  is  competent  for  it  to  do  so^  The  quail  is  not  migratory  in  its  hahits. 

It  lives  its  life  within  a  short  distance  of  where  it  was  hatched.  Put 
migratory  birds  are  of  different  habits.  Eor  instance,  the  swan  migra'^es 
from  Greenland  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  crosses  in  its  f limits,  winter  and 
spring,  going  and  coming,  the  lines  of  many  states.  The  swan  is  the  aristo 
crat  of  the  air.  He  spends  his  summers  in  Greenland,  his  winters  at 
Beach,  travels  by  flying  machine  and  has  a  banh  account  a  yard  long,  j-ne 
swan  is  an  interstate  bird,  migratory  in  its  character;  and  it  is  competent 
for  Congress  to  legislate — and  it  has  legislated--for  the  proteci-ion  o 
swans,  wild  geese,  wild  duchs,  and  other  migratory  game  birds  because,^  i 
for  no  other  reason,  they  constitute  a  part  of  interstate  commerce,  tinen 
the  United  States  Government  undertakes  their  protection  and  regulation  e 
State  withdraws. 


"Speal-cing  of  sv/ans:  He  who  shoots  only  for  the  love  of  sporo  cou 
not  kill  a  swan  because  sportsmen  are  of  generous  impulses  and  tender  sensi^ 
bilities.  How  one  who  shoots  for  loot  could  kill  a  swan  puzzles  interpre  a 
tion.  In  the  early  spring,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  a  perfect  day  on 
Cu.rrituck  Sound,  I  saw  a  great  banlc  and  shoal  of  snow-white  swans  rise  en 
mass  out  of  the  water,  and  begin  their  graceful  fli^t  seaward.  More  than 
a  mile  away  and  at  a  hei^it  of  more  than  a  thousand  feet  Miey  passed  between 
my  vision  and  the  sun.  There  they  were,  I  can  see  them  now,  great  wedges  o 
silver,  suspended  in  the  deep  blue  sky,  as  they  paused  to  change  tneir  course 
into  the  sunset  and  after  thaf  the  dark.  Before  the  canopy  of  immaculate 
whiteness;  the  sweep  of  the  unriring  wings;  and  the  pathos  of  the  soul^s^  irring 
cry  of  their  leader,  immediately  chorused  by  the  multitude,  I  stood  thinning 
of  ihigels; 


"There  is  another  class  of  useful  birds  which  are  denominated  ncn^ie 
birds;  and  those  which  are  migratory  in  their  character  are  protected  by  the  ^ 
United  States  Government.  It  is  unlawful  to  kill  them  at  .any  time,  or  onaei 
any  circumstances;  and  the  ki.lling  of  such  birds  is  indicatable  in  oou-^. 

Tile  robin,  for  instance,  comes  v/ithin  this  latter  class  of  bi.ds.  ^lere^  is  a, 
beautiful  legend  that,  not  far  away  the  robin  sat,  guarding  tne  nes^  o..  nis 
mate  and  their  young,  watching  the  tragedj^  of  the  Crucifixion,  The  egen  ^ 
has  it,  that  the  breast  of  the  robin  had  until  then  been  mottled  repulsive 
and  that  his  one  longing  was  to  have  a  breast  of  beauty  and  red.  ^  i  e  ro^i.^^^^ 
so  the  legend  goes,  became  chaimed  bj'"  the  scene  on  the  Hill  and  txie^  ros^  ox 
Calvary;  the  mutterings  of  the  mob;  the  cry  of  derision  and^taunt,  i-  .e 
of  the  spear  and  the  crown  of  thorns;  the  innocence  and  sufxeringi  inen  le 
tumult  had  ceased  and  the  mob  had  dispersed,  the  robin  flei7  to  the  Cross  ^ana 
loosened  the  crown  of  thorns.  When  the  thorns  fell  to  the  ground, ^a 
drop  of  Jesus’  blood  impinged  upon  the  robin's  Dreasr.  The  robin  x  e\.  ^  ac.^ 
to  the  nest  and  his  mate,  and  she  sang:  "Look]  All  over  your  breaso  is 
beautiful  and  red. " 
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”l  brave  the  hazard  of  personal  reference;  when  I  was  scarcely  three 
years  old,  I  remember  a  blustery  v;Liter  afternoon  vihen  the  robins  viere  thick 
out  on  the  lav/n.  My  mother,  observing  my  interest  in  the  scene,  took  me  by 

the  hand  and  told  me  the  stcry  of  "'uky  the  Robin's  Breast  is  Red,"  as  I  have 

told  the  story  to  you.  kith  me,  from  then  until  nov/,  the  si^.t  of  a  robin  and 
the  memory  of  the  story  arc  one,  And,  since  here  death,  I  never  see  a  robin 
without  seeing  ray  beautiful  mother's  face, 

"I  rejoice  in  the  laaowledgc  that  this  greak  Republic  of  ours  has  thro^rn 
its  protection  around  the  robin — that  beautiful  and  hai'mless  creature  of  Him 
who  notes  the  sparrow's  fall, 

"There  are  also  birds  which  are  not  game  birds,  and  which  are  not  migra¬ 
tory.  [The  States  alone  protects  them,  and  the  Rederal  Government  has  no 

authority  over  them." 
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Cases  Terminatod  -  Reports  Received  During  June. 


uardens 

Gas  e  s 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Blexsom, 

Sinclair*"^ 

2 

Maryland 

Shooting  at  suans 

^25  each  and 
costs 

Holmes , 

Shaver 

1 

Illinois 

Shooting  at  ducks  in  close 
season 

ii)15  and  costs 
of  $11.80 

Kelsey 

1 

So. Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25 

Mestel^''^ 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  iiood  duck 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11,80 

Pacetti , 

I/IcCarley'^‘ 

2 

Florida 

Hunting  doves  after  sunset 

$5  each 

U 

11 

2 

tl 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$5  each 

Riddick 

1 

Texas 

Selling  and  serving  a  duck 

$100 

11 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

$25 

u 

1 

tl 

Selling  ducks 

1  hour  custody 
of  marshal 

Riddick, 

Harnpe** 

1 

II 

Selling  dudes 

1  hour  custody 
of  marshal 

Riddick, 

Speckles* 

1 

tl 

Possessing  killdeer 

$10 

U 

II 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

$25 

Ro  alien. 

Charlton 

1 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

ipl5  and  costs 
of  $11.80  ' 

Ro  alien. 

Scholler* 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$25  and  costs 

u 

u 

2 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11.80 
each 

Roahen, 

Fisher** 

2 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11.80  ■ 
each 

Ro  ahen  -Barme  i  e  r 

2 

IT 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11.80 
each 

Roahen 

1 

11 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11.80 

11 

n 

1 

tl 

Killing  coots  from  motorhoat 

$15  and  costs 
of  $11.80 

6 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$15  and  costs^ 
of  $11.80  • 
each  Ml 

Shaver 

3 

Minnesota 

Shooting  at  a  loon  and  hunting 
prior  to  half  an  hour  of  sun¬ 
rise 

$25  each  ^ 

ti 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10  each 

II 

5 

tl 

H'onting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25  each 

Shaver, 

Davidson** 

3 

II 

hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25  each 

shaver. 

Rogalla*** 

S 

II 

Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25  each 

Shaver , 

Totten** 

2 

II 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

$25  each^ 

Shaver, 

Kelsey 

1 

Missouri 

Shooting  at  ducks  in  close 
season 

$10 

THS  SUMEf 

Steele 

ti 


iilhitehead 

II 


1 

5 

10 

1 

1 


loT/a 

II 


Georgia 

It 


Vihitehead,  Merier** 
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Killing  a  duck  after  Bunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 
Killing  rodins 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 
Exceeding  daily  dag  limit  on 
doves 
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$10  and  costs 
$10  each  and 
costs 

$10  each  and 
costs 

$5  and  costs 
$5  and  costs 

$25  each 


*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
Co operator 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 


Warden 


Cases 


Charlton,  Cunnin^am**  1 
Linedau^  1 

Mestel*  1 

Perry  1 

Roahen  1 

Roahen,  Scholler*  1 

Shaver,  Jtoore**  1 


State 

V/est  Virginia 

Tennessee 

Illinois 

Mississippi 

Illinois 


^Smi  th  f  Cushman  * 
~^itehead 


1 

4 


Minnesota 

Maine 

Georgia 


Violation 

Selling  a  dlue  heron 

Killing  robins 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Killing  ducks  from  motorboat 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Killing  geese  in  close  season 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 


* 

** 


U.  S,  Deputy  Game  Warden 
Deputy  State  Game  Warden 


'  JcfcJiyJ 
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GENERAL  NOTES 

Definite  organization  is  now  being  effected  for  the  establish-  ^ 
ment  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Fish  Refuge,  and  ne¬ 
gotiations  for  the  purchase'  of  lands  for  it  are  being  arranged.  This 
Refuge  will  include  about  300,000  acres  of  the  bottom-lands  along  the 
Mississippi  River  from  Rock  Island,  Ill. ,  to  Wabasha,  Minn.  W.  T.  Cox, 
former  State  forester  of  Minnesota,  has  been  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Ref-uge  and  will  make  his  headquarters  at  Winona,  Minn.  To  as¬ 
sist  in  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  the  Refuge  under  the  appropriation 
of  $1,500,000  for  the  purpose,  Rudolph  Dieffenbach  has  been  appointed 
land  valuation  engineer.  }Jir.  Deiffenbach  was  formerly  with  the  Bureau 
of  Internal  Revenue.  S.  C.  Hotchkiss  has  been  temporarily  detailed 
.rom  the  Washington  office  of  the  Migratory-Bird  Division  to  Viiinona 
■V7here  he  will  assist  in  establishing  the  business  office  under  the  ne;v 
project. 

Dr.  Peter  ?.  Sw-shkin,  distinguished  Russian  ornithologist  v/ho 
has  been  spending  several  months  in  America,  I'e turned  to  Vv'ashington 
alter  a  tour  of  the  Vi/‘est  3.nd  visited  Doctor  Nelson  on  August  13.  On  the 
same  day  Doctor  Sushkin  examined  the  Biological  Survey  mammal  collection 
in  the  National  Museum. 

Dr.  ?v’ilhelm  Marinelli,  -of  the  University  of  Vienna,  Austria, 
spent  two  days  late  in  July  with  Dr.  Jackson  studying  specimens  of  bears 
and  other  carnivores  in  the  Biological  Survey  mammal  collection, 

Lincoln- Ellsworth,  American  member  of  the  Amundsen  Polar  expedi¬ 
tion,  visited  Doctor  Nelson  at  the  Bureau  on  Awgust  26. 

Mr.  Henderson  attended  the  meeting  of  the  International  Associa- 
"sion  of  Game,  Fish,  and  Conservation  Commissioners,  and  the  Western  Asso- 
siation  of  State  Game  Commissioners  held  at  Denver,  Colo.,  August  19  to 
c2.  E.  R.  Kalmbach,  of  the  Division  of  Food  Habits  Research,  also  was 
present  and  addressed  the  convention  on  the  economic  status  of  the  crow. 

Best  wishes  are  extended  to  Frederick  H.  Mahlman,  of  Food  Ha.bits 
research,  and  Miss  Blanche  M.  Watson,  of  Biological  Investigations,  who 
':,’ere  married  on  August  15.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mahlman  will  reside  in  Washing- 
:;on. 
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The  following  puhlications  of  the  Bnrean.  v/ere  issued  in  A^ogust:  ^ 

"Homes  for  Birds,"  "by  E.  E.  Kalmhach  and  W.  L.  IvicAtee.  Earmers'  Bulletin 
Ho.  1456.  Issued  August  5. 

"Game  Laws  for  the  Season  1925-26,"  hy  George  A.  Lawyer  and  Frank  L.  ji^arn- 
shaw.  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1466.  Issued  August  14. 

"Status  of  the  Fronghorned  Antelope,  1922-1924,"  "by  Edward  W.  Nelson. 

Department  Bulletin  No.  1346.  Issued  Auginst  14. 

"Text  of  Laws  of  United  States  and  Canada  Relating  to  Game  and  Birds," 

Service  and  Eegu.latory  Announcement,  B.  S.  63.  Issued  August  22. 

Manuscripts  have  "been  submitted  for  outside  publications  as  follows: 

Denmead,  Talbott.  "First  Day  on  the  Patuxent." 

Dufresne,  Frank.  "The  Siberian  Dog  in  Alaska." 

Jackson,  Hartley  H.  T.  "An  Unrecognized  Water  Shrew  from  Wisconsin." 

Jev/ett,  Stanley  G.  "The  Pacific  Harlequin  Duck  (Histrionicus  hi  strip  nicus, 
paci ficus) . 

McAtee,  W.  L. ,  and  J.  R.  M^lloch.  "Report  on  a  Collection  of  Philippine 
and  Malayan  Ploiariinae  (Hemiptera:  Ruduviidae). 

McAtee,  W.  L.  "The  Buff-backed  Egret  (Ardea  ibis  L. ,  Arabic  Abu  Cerdan)  as 
a  Factor  in  Egyptian  Agriculture."  (A  review.) 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "Brazilian  Tiger  Bittern,"  and  "June  and  July  Birds 
about  'Washington,  D.  C." 

BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

F.  C.  Lincoln  returned  to  Washington  on  August  3  after  bird-banding 
operations  on  the  Beaver  Islands,  in  northern  lake  Michigan.  Tnrough  the 
cooperation  of  W.  S.  McCrea,  of  Chicago,  it  was  possible  to  band  more  than 
1,800  gulls  and  terns.  A  drive  conducted  at  the  colony  of  Caspian  terns 
yielded  over  700  birds  at  one  time.  Some  success  also  has  been  had  in 
trapping  adult  herring  gulls.  In  addition  to  the  bandir^  work  collections 
of  birds  and  mammals  were  made,  and  on  the  return  trip  visits  were  made  at 
South  Lyon  and  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  ,  to  confer  with  Bureau  cooperators. 

Mr.  Lincoln  has  the  sincere  ssmipathy  of  the"  members  of  the  Bureau 
in  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  occurred  suddenly  in  Denver,  Colo.,  on 
Sunday,  August  30. 

Vernon  Bailey  worked  during  most  of  the  latter  part  of  August  at 
the  Lafayette  National  Park,  Mount  Desert  Island,  Me.,  where  beavers  were 
reported  to  have  increased  to  a  troublesome  extent.  The  transfer  of  a  few  , 
of  them  to  less  crowded  situations  has  settled  the  difficulties.  Later  Mr. 
Bailey  investigated  similar  conditions  on  Prince  Edv/ard  Island. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Taylor  has  returned  to  Tucson,  Ariz.,  from  the  Southwestern 
Forest  Experiment  Station,  at  Fort  Valley  near  Flagstaff,  Ariz. ,  where  he 
has  been  studying  the  habits  of  rodents  in  relation  to  the  forests.  D.  M. 
Gorsuch,  who  has  been  assisting  in  the  work,  remains  at  iort  Valley  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  investigations. 
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ALASKA  IITVESTIGATIOITS 

Under  the  personal  s^ipervision  of  L.  J.  Palmer,  assistant  in  charge 
of  reindeer  investigations,  10  young  caribou  mills  were  transported  last 
month  from  Kokrines  to  ITunivak  Island  on  the  Bering  Sea  coa,st.  Originally 
13  young  caribou  were  captured  and  delivered  at  Kokrines  for  transportation 
down  the  Yulcon  River,  but  two  of  the  animals  had  died  so  11  were  put  aboard 
a  barge  and  carried  down  the  river  as  far  as  Old  Hamilton  where  10  of  them, 
one  having  died  enroute,  were  unloaded  and  placed  aboard  the  Bureau's 
schooner  Haz el ,  and  taken  to  Hunivak  Island.  Ihese  operations  are  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  experiment  planned  by  the  Bureau  for  improving  the  strain  of 
reindeer  on  llunivak  Island  by  cross-breeding  with  the  caribou. 


ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

S.  P.  Young,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control,  reports  the  talcing 
on  July  3  of  a  den  of  coyotes  by  Hunter  Sutton  at  an  altitude  of  10,000 
feet,  25  miles  north  of  Ne;v  Castle,  Colo.,  on  one  of  the  summer -grazing 
sheep  allotments  in  the  1/Vhite  River  National  Porest.  The  discovers^  and 
eradication  of  this  den  show  that  coyotes  den  and  raise  their  pups  on  the 
higher  ranges  as  well  as  on  lower  areas. 


In  the  North  Minam  River  section  of  Oregon  it  was  reported  during 
July  that  at  least  11  head  of  sheep  had  been  killed  by  a  bear.  Hunter 
Sarrett  was  successful  in  trapping  and  disposing  of  the  marauder  within  24 
hours,  and  no  fuuther  reports  of  bear  depredations  have  since  been  received 
from  that  locality. 


•  Clyde  P.  Briggs,  juruor  supervisor  of  predatory-animal  control  in 

South  Dakota,  captured  "Three  Toes,''*  the  notorious  Harding  Co^unty  wolf,  on 
July  23,  He  spent  only  15  days  on  this  job  and  took  the  wolf  in  the  first 
of  14  settings  of  traps  that  he  visited.  Natural  wolf  scent  'was  used  as  a 
;i  bait.  Pully  150  men  had  attempted  to  take  this  wolf  during  the  13  years 
I  he  had  been  known  as  a  kili.er  in  Harding  County,  and  Mr.  Briggs's  feat  of 

i  trapping  him  in  such  a  short  time  was  one  of  the  best  exploits  in  wolf- 

I  trapping  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  Northv/est.  Stockmen  assert  that 
the  killings  of  this  wolf  amount  to  more  than  $.50,000  and  that  he  takes 
\  high  rank  among  great  Icillers  that  have  yielded  to  the  organized  work  of  the 
j  Biological  Survey  and  its  cooperators. 

•  C.  R.  Landon,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control  in  Texas  had  planned 

to  spend  all  of  August  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  giving  demonstra- 
I  tions  in  the  use  of  traps  and,  poison  and  visiting  hunters'  camps  and  ranches, 

t  but  he  has  been  called  to  Houston  to  assist  in  the  v/ork  of  eradicating  pred- 
atory  animals  in  the  territory  where  the  new  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  dis- 
I  ease  has  occurred. 


A.  E.  Oman,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Kansas,  reports  that  grormd- 
hogs  "denning"  along  the  borders  of  cornfields  have  cut  down  the  stands  of 
growing  corn  in  the  State.  After  the  roasting-ear  stage  is  reached  the 
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groundhogs  "break  down  the  stalks  and  riddle  the  eers.  They  also  invade 
alfalfa  fields,  where  they  eat  and  wallow  down  the  crop.  This  pest  vies 
with  the  pocket  gopher  in  destru.ctiveness  to  orchxards  in  the  northeastern 
group  of  counties. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Ea.ilroad  is  taking  great  interest  in  the  pookot- 
gopher  control  work  ci  A.  17,  Iloore,  junior  Diojogist  in  the  Oregon  district, 
and  h8,s  furnished  him  with  speeder  transpor tation  and  an  engineer  assistant 
who  travels  with  him  from  one  section  ro  a,nother,  giving  instructions  in 
poisoning  the  pocket  gophers.  Er.  Koore  has  already  covered  120  miles  of 
track  within  the  IVillanette  Valley,  8.nd  there  is  cousiderahly  more  than 
this  much  left  for  rhe  next  work. 

Some  of  the  track  foremen  state  that  as  imrch  as  40  per  cent  of  the 
track  work  is  caused  hy  pocket  gophors  and  the  elimination  of  these  pests 
will  he  a  par ticiilarly  valuahle  piece  of  v/ork  since  the  railroad  tracks 
become  the  winter  homes  of  pocket  gophers  from  the  surrousiding  farmlands 
which  at  that  time  are  too  wet  for  their  occupancy. 

Growers  of  the  Sola  Orchards  Country  in  Oregon,  controlling  some  800 
acres  of  hearing  English  walnut  trees, are  cooperating  with  I.  IJ.  Gahrielson, 
leader  in  rodent  control  in  Oregon,  hy  paying  half  the  salary  and  expenses 
of  a  man  to  work  on  the  silver -gray  squirrels  in  that  district.  Enis  will 
he  a  continuation  of  work  done  hy  S.  S.  Horn  before  he  left  th^  Oregon  dis¬ 
trict. 


Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  of  rodent  control,  states  that  a  considerable 
number  of  cherry  trees  were  found  dying  both  from  old  and  recent  daccage  by 
field  mice  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rent,  King  Coiuoty,  Vi/ash.  Enere  was  little 
indication  of  mice  at  the  time  of  an  investigation  in  July,  but  the  entire 

district  has  been  more' or  less  heavj ly  infested  during  the  past  few  years. 

A  cooperative  survey  will  be  made  by  ivir.  Couch  and  the  county  agent  to  de¬ 
termine  the  extent  of  the  injury  and  to  nrevont  its  recm’re..ice;  It  is  very 

unusual  to  find  orchards  injumed  by  field  mice  in  western  Washington. 

POOD  EAR  ITS  RESE-ARGH 

Prof.  0.  A.  Stevens,  of  the  Forth  Dakota  Agricultural  College,  has 
been  appointed  to  assist  in  'che  m?,rsh  and  lake  exirvey  vvcrk  in  Minnesota. 

He  takes  the  place  of  Jean  M.  Linsdale  who  goes  to  the  Muse^xn  of  Verteorate 
Zoology,  University  of  California.  The  lake  sui'vey  party  is  now  in  the 
Mi  lie  Lacs  district. 

Charles  C.  Sperry  and  John  R.  Greeley  have  surveyed  the  Rainey  Vm Id- 
Life  Refuge  and  other  areas  in  Louisiana,  and  have  made  a  study  also  of  duck- 
food  conditions  at  Pascagoula,  Miss. 

Francis  M.  'Uhler,  after  completing  his  studies  of  fish-eating  birds 
in  Minnesota  and  Forth  Dakota,  is  conducting  surveys  of  feeding  places  for 
wild  fowl  in  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan. 
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FUR  RESOURCES 

Daniel  M.  Green,  formerly  of  the  Office  of  Exhibits,  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  position  of  senior  administrative  assistant  in  this  division. 
His  duties  will  be  to  assist  Mr.  Ashbrook  in  all  phases  of  the  fur-resource 
work.  At  present  Mr.  Green  is  on  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm^  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  H.  Y. ,  studying  the  propagation  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  captiv¬ 
ity  and  the  general  administration  of  experimental  fur  farming. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  recently  visited  the  offices  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Fur  Industry  in  New  York  City,  on  m.atters  connected  with  the 
cooperative  publication  of  a  paper  on  "A  Preliminary  Study  of  Statistical 
Data  on  Fur  Resources,"  in  the  Association's  Yearbook. 

GAME  AND  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Two  fires  started  by  lightning  were  discovered  on  July  18  about  a 
half  mile  west  of  the  1/Vind  Cave  National  Park,  S.  Dak.  Warden  A.  P. 
Chambers,,  of  Wind  Cave  National  Game  Preserve,  obtaining  the  services  of 
several  men,  went  immediately  to  fight  the  fires  and  succeeded  in  control¬ 
ling  them  in  a  short  time. 

A  small  grass  fire,  also  started  by  lightning,  was  discovered  on 
August  2  on  the  Montana  National  Bison  Range.  The  warden,  accompanied  by 
the  assistant  warden  and  another  helper,  succeeded  in  extinguishing  it  be¬ 
fore  more  than  three  or  four  acres  were  burnt  over. 

A  large  number  of  big  hawks,  principally  red  tails,  congregated 
early  in  August  on  abandoned  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bison  Range  to 
feed  upon  a  cricket  infestation  there.  More  than  50  hawks  were  counted 
within  a  mile. 

A  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  Hungarian  partridges  is  re¬ 
ported  on  ranches  in  the  locality  of  the  Bison  Range  and  several  large  coveys 
have  been  seen. 

Two  female  antelope,  one  two  years  old  and  the  other  two  months  old, 
donated  to  the  preserve  by  Mrs.  H.  Q,.  Hagen,  of  Cabin  Creek,  Mont.  ,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bert  Palmer,  of  Beach,  N.  Dak.,  have  been  placed  on  Sullys  Hill 
Game  Preserve,  N.  Dgk. 

H.  Harrison  Hoyt,  formerly  of  the  Forest  Service,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  warden  at  the  National  Bison  Range,  Mont. 

MIGRATORY-BIRD  TREATY  AND  LACEY  ACTS 

The  district  assigned  to  Warden  Ray  C.  Steele  has  been  augmented  to 
include  all  of  Oregon,  as  v;ell  as  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Vi/ashington 
lying  west  of  the  Cascade  Range.  This  reassignment  of  territory  is  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  removal  of  Warden  Tonkin  from  Baker ,  Oreg. ,  to  Sacramento, 
Calif. 
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Miss  Eugenia  M.  Lane  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  stenographer 
in  this  division,  effective  August  24,  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  hy  the  ti 

resignation  of  Mrs.  Louise  G.  Bittner. 

Recent  reports  from  United  States  deputy  game  wardens  scattered 
throughout  the  country  indicate  a  general  marked  increase  over  recent  years 
in  the  spring  flight  of  m.igratory  wildfowl. 


Cases  Terminated  -  Reports  Received  During  July 


Vyardens  Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Barnes* 

3 

California 

Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 

$20  each 

Ehler  s^jYifilliams** 

3 

Indiana 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each  and 
costs 

It  II 

1 

II 

Killing  a  heron 

$10  and 
costs 

Eleming*, Barber ** 
Randall** 

2 

II 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each  and 
costs 

Ho  f  fman 

1 

Alabama 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

Ho  Ime  s 

1 

Kansas 

Hunting  ducks  from  motorboat 

$5 

Hilliard, Pierce* 

2 

New  Jersey 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

$10  each 

Kelsey,  Shaver 

1 

Mi ssouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$1 

II  II 

2 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$1  each 

Linebaigh 

1 

Kentucky 

Killing  a  heron 

$1 

Pacetti 

1 

Florida 

Hunting  ducks  prior  to  half  an 
hour  before  sunrise 

$5 

Pittnan** 

1 

Kentucky 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Roahen 

5 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$15  each  and 
costs 

Roahen,  Scholler* 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$100  and 
costs  of  $12.80 

It  II 

1 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$150  and 

CO  sts  of  $14. 80 

II  II 

1 

II 

Possessing  a  mounted  swan 

$25 

Scholler* 

1 

Indiana 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  and  costs 

Shaver 

3 

Minnesota 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$10  each 

[I 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$35  each 

Shaver,  Kelsey 

3 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$1  and  costs 
of  $25.10 
each  M 

Smith,  Cushman* 

1 

Maine 

Possessing  scoters  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$5  ' 

Steele,  Barnes* 

2 

California 

Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 

$20  each 

Steele,  Cooney* 

1 

Iowa 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$20 

*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Vyarden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Vifarden 
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Cases  Reported  Eor  Prosecution 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Black** 

3 

Michigan 

Killing 

coots  from  a.  motorboat 

Creech* 

1 

Missoiuri 

/ 

Killing 

season 

coots  and  ducks  in  close 
and  from  a  motorboat 

Ehlers*.  Holstine** 

1 

Indiana 

Killing 

a  woodpecker 

Linebaugh 

1 

Kentucky 

Killing 

a  heron 

Me  s  tel* 

2 

Illinois 

Killing 

ducks  in  close  season 

II 

1 

II 

Hunting 

ducks  in  close  season 

Roahen,  Scholler* 

1 

II 

Possessing  v/ood  ducks 

*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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G^,^TP.j\L  NOTES 

Occtcr  N‘2lFon  left  Fa^hington  on  September  17  Tor  an  extended 
trip  thrcoagh  the  x^estern  Sto.tes  3.nd.  vvi'Il  visit  varions  field  stations 
incladiiig  the  newly  established,  hsadqnarters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi 
Wild  Life  and  Pish  Sefoige  at  Winona,  Minn, 

The  following  publications  of  the  Baroau  were  issued  in  Sept¬ 
ember: 

'^Hunting  Migratory  Game  Birds  on  Big  Lahe  Re  ^ervaticn,  Arkansas;"  Ter 
vice  and  llegulatory  Announcement,  B,  S.,  tv.  Issued  Ct'.p'c ember  17 « 
"Laws  Relating  to  F'or  Animals  fo~'  the  Season  I91p-2b,"  by  Prank  G, 
Ashbrook  and  Prank  L.  Earnshaw.  Parmsrs^  Bulletin  l'+b9*  Issued 
September  24, 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  ookside  publication  as 
follows: 


Gabrielson,  Ira..  N.  '-f  Bird  Record  for  the  State  of  Washington," 
and  "Bird  Notes  from  Cregor; 

Howell,  Arthur  H.  "The  point  Bo.rrcw  Gull  in  Missoru’i —  an  Addition 
to  the  State  :Li3t." 

Mci^tee,  Wk  L.  ''*Garfle  Birds  Suitable  for  Introduction  into  the  Unit'’'! 
Stakes," 

Preble,  E,  A.  "The  poregr'in  Pal  con. ^  "  "The  White-crovnied  Sparrow,"  "The 
Bla.c.k--cap|)ed.  Chic.kacloe.,  "  a.r'd  "The  Hermit  Thrush^" 

Silver,  James,  '"ft' ill  Your  Trees  Be  Killed  by  Mice  'Iriis  Winter?" 

3 IGLOC-I CAL  IN'TEST IGATIONS 

Dr,  H.  C.  Qbe"’holser  returned  to  Washington  on  September  12 
after  representing  the  Bureau  at  the  annu.a,l  se.^sion  of  the  A'.erican 
School  of  Wild  Life  P.ro v.eccion  held  at  McGregor,  Iowa,  and  m^-oking  an 
investigation  of  certain  lanvds  which  are  desired  for  the  Upper 
Mississippi  River  Wild  lo'fe  and  .Pish  Refuge.  All  the  sessi.ons  of 
the  School  were  well  attended,  and.  numerous  addresses  were  given  on 
game  protection,  bird  migration,  a.rid  other  conservation  subjects  in 
which  the  Bureau  is  interested. 
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T.  H.  Scheffer,  during  Augu.st,  made  ohservaticns  on  captive 
ground  squirrels  at  the  Eesert  Station  of  the  Experimental  Farm  at 
Prosser,  Wash,  The  animals  contmusd  to  come  from  the  hioernatirg 
chambers  to  eat  at  intervals  throoghoat  the  month,  and  considerable 
time  was  spent,  in  cooporaxion  with  the  Came  Gcimission  of  Lewis  Count;/, 
in  -investigating  methods  of  capt'-nving  heavers  and  muskrats  for  stocking 
purposes,  ' . 


Vernon  Bailey  spent  the  last  three  weeks  of  August  in  investi¬ 
gating  the  hohits  of  heavers  in  Michigan.  Colonies  which  were  planted 
in  1924  were  first  inspected  and  found  to  he  in- a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion.  He  devoted  the  latter  mart  of  the  month  to  similar  studies  in 
the  Marquette  region  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Iron  River 


The  extension  of  the  apuointment  of  D.  M.  Gcrsuch  will  permit 
the  continu/ince  of  oh servations  on  porcupines  and  other  ro-lents  at 
the  Southwestern  Forest  Expeidment  Station  this  fall.  Lr.  V;,  p.  Tav-lor 
will  give  his  attention  largely  to  prchlems  at  Tucson,  Aris.,  and  to 
the  preparation  of  v^arious  reports. 


ALASHA  IHVESTIGATIOHS 

Ernest  P,  Ualker,  exec.'ot'.ve  officer  of  the  A.laska.  Game 
Commission  with  headquarters  at  Juneau,  is  ir-alring  an  extended  offici-al 
visit  in  the  interior  of  the  Territory  conferring  with  game  wardens, 

H.  W.  Terhune  is  acting  in  charge  of  the  Juneau  office  d-uring  Mr. 

W  alke  r  >  s  ah  se  nee , 


L.  J.  Palmer,  essistanc  in  charge  of  reindeer-grazing  investiga¬ 
tions,  and  his  r.ssistant,  W.  3-  Miller,  are  engaged  in  getting  the  new  ■ 
experiment  station  at  Fairhaiiks  in  operation, 

D.  H.  Stevenson,  Aleutian  Islands  Reservation  warden  since  1920, 
is  to  devote  p-art  of  his  time  to  the  eiiforcement  of  the  game  and  fur 
laws  and  reguJ.ations  in  southwestern  Alaska  "under  the  direction  of  the 
Alaska  Gams  Go^cndrjsion.  On  acco'unt  of  important  developments  arising 
in  connection  with  the  sheep-grazing  operations  on  Unalaska  and  Umn.-fo 
Islands,  he  w'ill  still  s'upervise  matters  in  connection  w'ith  the  Bureau's 
jurisdiction  over  the  roservation, 

EOOITCMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

Doctor  Fisher  is  making  an  extended  trip  through  the  western 
Stales  and  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  cooperative  work  being  done  on  predatory-animal  eradication 
by  the  various  wool  growers'  associations,  the  State  Board  cf  Livestock 
Inspection  Commissioners,  and  the  Biological  Survey  was  featured  in  an 
exhibit  as  part  of  the  main  display  of  the  Department  at  the  C-oloiado 
State  Fair  held  at  Pueblo  during  the  week  of  September  1. 
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Dui'ing  j\ugust  a  total  of  25  totei’s  wei-t  engaged  in  predator;^’- 
animal  work  in  Colorado,  the  majority  of  Yifhcnu  wore  on  seven  nat^.onax 
forests  in  the  State  where • cooperative  procedure  with  various  wool  grow- 
ei’s'  associations  is  in. progress ,> 

A  sheep  rancher  in  Lemh.i  County ,  Idhlrjo,  ;whc  owns  about  a  fifth 
of  the  sheep .  in  that  coimty,,  reports  that  his  "total  losses  this  year 
from  all  causes  would  not  exceed  25  sheep  as  approximately  70,000 
baits  were  placed  in  this  k’.ountjr”  the  pick-up  of  poisoned  coyotes 
.wa.s  small,  therefore,  the  poison  nusv  have  been  ■very  effecti’ve- 

Boars  have  done  more  damage  on  the  Ba.lmon  Eabiona.!  Forest  in 
Idaho  this  year  than  coyotes,  hicliols,  the  Bureau'' s  hunter  in  this 
forest,  was  successful  in  killing  two  bears  in  Ai^.gust,  one  of  which 
was  a  cel  ebrated  animal  Fnown  as  the  "Hughs  Creek  Ki.ller,  "  a  "exovra 
animal  of  the  blank  species  weighing  a'bout  600  pounds^ 

The  stockiwen  of  Bannock' Val"' ey,  Idaho  ^  a  small  ’territory  no'o 
connected  with  a  national  forest.,  have  prcrnlaod  to  raise  $S50 
the  use  of'  the  Biological  Survey,  ■ In  the  event  that  the  money  is 
forthcoming,  Luther  Ccldinan,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control 
in  that  State,  plans  to  place  a  real  Arusican,  full-blooded  Bannock 
Indian  on  the  job  to  work  'under  the  supervision  of  Bert  S.  IJilkins, 
a  hunter  no'w  working  in  the  Ca.che  forest.  This  kidia'n  is  at  prosen’i; 
serving  as  ranger  on  the  Port  Hail  Indian  Reservation  and  has  been 
a  valuable  aid  to  Mr,  Wilkins, 

Ross  Graves,  a  hunter  in  Texas,  succeeded  i.n  catching  a  wolf 
credited  with  the  killing  of  od-  sheep  and  20  gcats  during  ‘the  past 
six  months. 

Several  rains  have  started  pocket  gophers  to  working  in  the 
Willamebte  Valley,  Greg,  During  the  m.o'nth  f.,  More,  junior  bi¬ 
ologist,  conducted  24  pocket -gopher  poisoning  demonstrations,  21  of 
v/hich  were  with  the  Southern  Pacific  Revilroad  Company  in  demonstrating 
the  methods  to  their  cect''on  foremen.  The  entire  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  system  in  the  H-ilamette  Valley  has  now  been  covered,  .and. 
foramen  and  section  crews  instructed  in  the  methods  of  poisoning 
pocket  gophers,  .In  audition  MVe  Moore  has  been  do’lng  organisation 
work  on  the  Polk  and  Yamhill  pc. _kat -gopher  projects  and  handling  tests 
of  squirrel  damage  in  walnut  orchards  in  Yamhill  County, 

A  total  of  11,1,77  quarts  of  poisoned  bait  wa-s  used  by  267 
cooperatoi's  in  Arizona  in  Augu.st,  covering  66,557  acres  of  infestation. 
It  is  estimated  that  553?  S50  rod.ents  were  killed  and  $199?  671  worr.h 
of  farm  crops  and  range  grasses  saved*  On  one  ranch  near  T/illiaais, 
AriZc,  prairie  dogs  were  practically  exterminated  frum  the  entire 
range  of  50,000  aures,  the  rancher,  providing  funds  for  all  lab  or , 
horses,  subsistence,  and  carap  equipment.  The  rancher  states  that  a 
wonderful  piece  of  v/ork  has  been  dene  in  killing  thousands  of  the 


THE  SUE7EY 


-  4  - 


September,  1925 


-oests  which  were  destroying  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  feed,  and  na 
he  has  not  seen  more  than  a  dozen  live  prairie  dogs  left  on  his  place. 
Ben  Poster,  junior  biologist  in  charge  of  the  work,  picked  up  and 
counted  1S7  dead  prairie  dogs  from  one  acre.  At  first  the  range  was 
urebaited  with  unpoisoned  grain,  the  poisoned  grain  being  placed,  on- 
each  area  two  days  afterward.  Practically  100  per  cent  of  the  animals 
took  the  bait  after  the  prebaiting  test.  The  work  on  this  ranch  was 
so  successful  that  an  adjoining  rancher  had  the  crew  move  to  his 
holdings  to  make  a  similar  clean-up. 


In  Maricoua  County,  Ariz,,  a  drive  was  made  against  pocket 
gophers  in  the  Litchfield,  Goldwater,  and  Avondale  districts,  and  5° 
miles  of  ditch  banks  were  cleared  of  these  pests. 


L.  C.  ’«Vhitehead,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Texas,  visited 
the  Grand  Canyon  of  Arizona  on  Airgust  15  on  his  vacation  and  honey-  ^ 
moon,  and  incidentally  visited  also  the  m.em.bers  of  the  Ijrizona  uistnct 

Lisle  Morrison  returned  to  ■^^ashington  on  August  J)0  from  a  f^eld 
inspection  trip  on  which  he  visited  the  headpuaroers  of  eav^h  of  the 
districts,  including  the  Denver  laboratory,  and  conferred  with  ^.is- 
trict  leaders  on  matters  connected  with  their  work.  The  type  op 
exhibits  best  adapted  for  presenting  the  work  of  the  Bureau  in  the 
most  instructive  manner  was  discussed  with  each  leader.  Taer?  is  a 
considerable  demand  for  these  exhibits  at  county  xairs. 


FOOD  Hi^BITS  P-ESFAHCH 

After  a  reconnaissance  of  the  northwestern  corner  o~  the  JppSi 
Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  Refuge,  the  lake  survey  work  in^ Minne¬ 
sota  has  been  closed  for  the  season.  Wai'ren  F.  Keck  has  returned^to 
the  University  of  Iowa,  and  Prof.  0.  A.  Stevens  to  the  Korth  Dakota 
Agr icultui'al  College. 

Charles  C,  Sperry  and  John  R.  Greeley  during  the  month  visited 
Round  Island,  Miss„,  where  M.  E.  Bogle  is  carrying  on  quail  propagation, 
then  proceeded  to  Beachton,  Ga, ,  where,  with  the  assistance  of ^Messrs. 
Stoddard  and  Handley,  they  surveyed  several  lakes  in  the  vicinity.  ^ 
Later  Mr.  Sperry  did  similar  work  on  Ossabaw  Island,  Ga, ,  and  dividing 
forces,  he  and  Mr.  Greeley  investigated  damage  to  rice  by  bobolimcs 
in  localities  from  ITorth  Carolina  to  Florida.  Both  have  now  re'curned 
from  the  field. 

Francis  M.  Uhler  has  completed  the  laQoe  survey  work  in  the 
Upper  Peninsula  of  Mich-igan  and  has  returned  to  Washington. 

Mr.  Sperry  is  on  leave  at  Swanton,  Vt.,  where  he  has  gone  rc 
inspect  the  newly  arrived  Sperry  junior. 

Brief  field  investigations  relative  to  reedbirds  and  wild- 
duck  foods  were  cai'ried  on  during  the  month  in  the  vicinity  of 
Washington  by  Messrs-  McAtee,  Sperry,  and  Uhxer. 
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FUR  RESOUHCSS 

Mr.  Ashbrook,  F..M,  Green,  and  Dr.  Earl  B.  Hanson  of  the  Eicperi- 
mental  Fur  Farm, attended  the  State  Fair  at  Syracuse,  K.  Yo,  on 
September  17  to  inspect  the  exhibits  of  silver  foxes,  rabbits,  and 
Karalcal  sheep.  Seventy-three  silver  foxes  -were  exhibited,  representing 
fire  New  York  fur  farms.  Practically  all  bi'eeds  of  rabbits  were  well 
represented  and  the  fur  quality  of  both  rabbits  and  foxes  was  excellent 
for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Doctor  Hanson  and  Mr,  Green  visited  a  number  of  fur  farms  in 
northern  New  York  early  in  September  to  inspect  methods  of  feeding, 
breeding,  and  handling  silver  foxes  in  captivity.  They  report  that 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  ranches  visited  were  clean  and  sanitary, 
but  the  number  of  young  small  this  year, 

GAME  im  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Mr.  Goldman  returned  to  ‘Washington  on  Sep.terriber  7,  hanring  been 
absent  since  July  l6  in  connection  with  reservation  and  game  work  of 
the  Bureau.  He  visited  the  National  Bison  Range  at  Moiese,  Mont,,, 
and  Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  Hot  Springs,  S.  Dak.,  where,  at  both 
places,  arrangements  are  being  made  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
number  of  surplus  elk,  excessi"e  numbers  of  which  have  become  a 
serious  problem  on  accomit  of  their  over-graaing.  An  inspection  wa.s 
made  also  of  the  Winter  Elk  Reiv.ge,  where  Mr,  Goldman  reports  that 
the  new  hay  crop  will  reach  900  tons;  there  are  already  on  hand 
about  500  tons  Deft  from  last  season.  Hay  from  ranches  recently 
purchased  by  the  IzaaJc  Walton  League  of  A:i-erica,  harvested  co'-- 
operativelj’' by  the  Bureau,  totals  597  tons.  The  State  game  commission¬ 
er  is  arranging  for  the  purchase  of  1.200  tons  more  so  that  more  than 
3,000  tons  will  be  available  to  feed  the  elk  dra’ing  the  coming  winter. 
This  is  a  larger  supply  than  usual  but  since  the  herds  of  elk  have 
more  than  doubled  in  the  past  three  years,  it  will  probably  all  be 
needed  if  the  winter  is  severe The  official  count,  together  with 
the  estimate  o'f  small  outl.ying  bands,  was  more  than  20,000  head 
last  spring,  and  it  is  estimated  that  with  the  new  ca.lf  crop  the 
number  of  elk  in  the  southern  herd,  which  ranged  in  summer  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  southward  on  the 
Teton  National  Forest,  is  between  24,000  and  26,000  heado 

Rudolph  Dief f enba.ch,  land  val'uation  engineer,  has  recently 
left  Washington  for  Winona.,  Minn.,  to  assume  his  new  duties  in 
connection  with  the  valuation  and  purchase  of  lands  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Fish 
Refuge, 
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Big  Lake  Bird  Reservation  is  a  favorite  nesting  place  for 
mourning  doves  and  during  tho  past  season  thousands  of  them  nested 
all  over  the  Refuge,  The  red-headed  \7oodpecker,  the  flicker,  and 
many  other  insectivorous  birds  are  |lso  plentifixl  there,  A  number 
of  young  TTood  ducks  have  heen  seen  onyReservation  hut  not  so  many  as 
in  previous  years. 

•  Large  numbers  of  ducks  are  reported  at  Lake  Malheur  Bird 
Refuge,  Oreg«,  and  vicinity.  Water  fowl  are  said  to  he  scarce  at 
Conconiilly  Bird  Reservation,  Wash,,  and  in  that  general  locality. 

At  Tortugas  Keys  Bird  Reservation,  Ela.. ,  the  birds  are  in  good 
condition  and  the  increase  has  heen  about  -4  per  cent. 

Not  so  many  pelicans  and  ibises snested’-  at-  Indian  Key  Bird 
Refuge,  Fla.,  as  did  last  year  hut  herons  are  well  represented,  and 
a  great  many  cormorants  and  frigate  birds  are  there. 

A  two-year-old  white-tailed  buck  deer,  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  E.  Fisher,  of  Kensler,  N.  Dak,,  and  a  male  antelope,  donated 
by  W .  D.  Odou,  of  Hettinger,  N.  Dak«,  have  been  placed  an  Sullys  Hill 
Game  Preserve. 

Frank  H.  Rose,  warden  of  the  National  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  was 
in  Washington  for  a  few  days  late  in  August  for  consultation  in 
connection  with  the  disposal  of  sui'plus  game  from  the  refuge^. 

MIGRATORY-BIRD  TREATY  AND  LACEY  ACTS 

George  A.  Lawyer,  who  for  nearly  10  years  has  been  chief  Unit¬ 
ed  States  game  warden  in  the  administration  of  Federal  laws  protecting 
migratory  birds,  resigned  effective  September  15-  Mr .  Lawyer  gave  as  his 
reasons  for  the  action  that  he  wished  to  gratify  a  long-expressed  desire 
to  leave  the  Governme.nt  service  in  order  to  look  after  private  business 
affairso  In  acknowledging  the  tender  of  resignation  Doctor  Nelson 
expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  Mr.  La^^yer  had 
rendered,  particularly  in  he?ping  frame  Federal  regulations  for  the 
protection  of  gane  and  other  migratory  birds  and  other  forms  of  wild 
life  in  the  United  States  end  Alaska,  and  in  assisting  State  gam.e  and 
conservation  officials,  on  their  request,  to  draft  new  and  revised 
legislation  affecting  game  and  other  ’vild-life  resources.  Mr.  Lawyer 
before  his  connection  ’7ith  the  Department  had  been  for  several  years 
president  of  the  New  York  State  Fish,  Game,  and  Forest  Leag^o.e, 

Warden  Steele  of  Iowa  reports  that  in  a  recent  conversation 
with  Federal  Deputy  Game  Warden  Brietenback,  of  Keota,  Iowa,  he  was 
informed  that  on  August  18  southeastern  Iowa  experienced  one  of  the 
worst  hail  storms  in  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  the  storm 
was  at  its  height  only  I5  minutes,  the  hail  fell  in  such  sizes  that 
approximately  SO  per  cent  of  the  song  birds  in  that  section  './ere  lost, 
as  well  as  thousands  of  chickens  and  other  domestic  fowls.  The  creek 
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^  rose  ’.7ith  20  inches  :)i  and  'great 

n-uiribers  of  fishes  were  killed  and  seen  floating  downstream^ 

Mrs.,  ihnber  0^  Snellings  was  appointed  to  the  position  of 
!  temporary  stenographer  in  this  division  on  September  2. 

Cases  Terminated- -deport s  Received  Dtiring  August 


Wardens  Cases  State 


Viola-tion 


Fine 


Black='*  3 
Holmes  3 
Whitehead  4 


Michigan 

Misso\"ri 

Georgia 


Killing  coots  from  motoi'boat 
H‘aj.iting  diocks  after  sumsec 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 


$50  each 

$1  each  and  costs 
$5  each 


**Deputy  State  Game  Warden 


Voi.  6 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Y/ashington,  D.  C. ,  October  27,  1925 


No.  10 


C-ENERA-L  notes 


Doctor  Nelson,  while  on  his  field  trip  through  the  West,  spent 
some  time  at  Winona,  Minn.,  looking  after  the  work  in  progress  for  ac¬ 
quiring  lands  for  the  establishment  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Vifild 
Life  and  Eish  Refuge-  He  spoke  before  a  public  meeting  largely  attended 
by  those  interested  in  this  project  and  had  numerous  conferences  with 
State  officials  and  leaders  of  the  Izaak  YJalton  League.  He  found  a  strong 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  the  refuge,  and  a  fine  spirit 
of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  State  officials,  members  of  the  Izaak  WaHton 
League,  and  local  residents. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows: 

Ash  brook,  Erank  G.  “The  Euture  Outlook  of  Silver-fox  Earming." 

Couch,  Leo  K.  "Nesting  Habits  of  Ri  chard  son  pine  Squirrel,"  “Color  Vari¬ 
ations  of  the  Brown  Rat,"  and  “Killing  Rats  with  Calcium  Cyanide." 
Gabrielson,  Ira  N.  “Three  Bird  Records  from  Crystal  lake,  lov^a." 

Idgpn,  J.  Stokley.  “Antelope  Sanctuary  Needed  in  Southwest." 

Lincoln,  Erederick,  C.  "Some  Notes  on  the  Birds  of  the  Yi/ashington  Region," 
and  “Mystery  Band  Number  1,  Season  1925." 

McAtee,  V/.  L.  “Judgment  on  the  House  Wren,"  “Bird  Bartenders,"  and  "Pol¬ 
icies  Relating  to  Type  Specimens  of  Insects." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  “The  1925  Session  of  the  Am.erican  School  of  Wild  Life 
Protection,"  and  “August  and  September  Birds  about  Vilashington^" 

Palmer,  L«  J .  "Alaska  Reindeer  Industry." 

Palmer,  T.  S.  "Quail  Hunting  in  1925-'’ 

Ransom,  V/ebster  H.  "Bobolink  Taken  in  Spokane  County,  Washington." 

Stewart,  M.  A.  "Control  of  Eield  Mice." 

The  following  publication  of  the  Bureau  was  issued  in  October: 

"Esod  of  American  Phalaropes,  Avocets,  and  Stilts,"  by  Alexander  V/etmore. 
Department  Bulletin  1359*  Issued  October  20* 


BIOLOGICAL  IN'/ESTIGaTIONS 


Vernon  Bailey  returned  to  Yifashington  on  October  5t  s-fter  inspecting 
the  beaver  colonies  established  in  northern  Michigan  in  1923  and  visiting 
several  places  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  There  beavers  were  reported  doing 
damage.  The  colonies  establi^ed  under  fence  were  found  in  thriving  con¬ 
dition.  A  few  beavers  w'ere  captured  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  and  placed 
where  they  would  find  an  abundance  of  suitable  food.  Several  persons  have 
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undertaken  experiments  to  determine  to  v^hat  extent  the  occasional  mis¬ 
chief  of  beavers  can  be  controlled  by  supplying  proper  food  in  suitable, 
places.  On  October  24  Mr.  Bailey  addressed  the  Biological  Society  of 
Washington  on  "Tto  Years  progress  in  Beaver  Earming,"  his  talk  being  il¬ 
lustrated  with  lantern  slides^ 

Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser  represented  the  Bureau  at  the  Twelfth  National 
Recreation  Congress  at  Ash  ville,  lU  October  5  8,  where  he  em¬ 

phasized  the  work  of  the  B  ological  Survey  in  conserving  the  wild  life 
of  the  country  with  special  reference  to  its  bearing  on  outdoor  recrea¬ 
tion.  He  also  represented  the  Bureau  at  the  opening  celebration  of  the 
new  fish  hatchery  at  la  Crosse,  KVis.,  on  October  22,  and  conferred  with 
officials  of  the  State  Commission  of  Conservation  at  Madison  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  proposed  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Pish  Refuge. 

loft 

Dr,  17-  P.  Taylo£/ Tucson  on  October  19  for  the  Southwestern  Porest 
Experiment  Station,  near  Plagstaff,  Ariz.,  where  studies  of  the  relation 
of  rodents  to  the  forest  are  being  conducted.  He  e::pects  to  remain  there 
with  D.  M.  Gorsuch  for  about  a  month. 

aIASKa  INVESTIGATIONS 

Pranl:  Dufresne,  iilaska  game  warden  end  United  States  Depu.ty  game 
warden,  stationed  at  Home,  Alaska,  has  resigned,  his  resignation  to  take 
effect  at  an  early  , date. 

Ernest  P»,  V/all:er,  representative  of  tlie  Biological  Survey  on  the  Al¬ 
aska  Game  Commission,  reports  a  most  satisfactory'  trip  into  the  interior 
of  the  Territory  and  that  he  finds  the  people  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  new  game  law  for  Alaska.  He  conferred  during  the  latter  part  of 
October  with  Doctor  Nelson,  at  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  arrange  for  plans  for 
the  more  effective  enforcement  of  the  new  law. 

ECONOiVilC  I17VESTIQri.TI0HS 

M-  S.  Musgrave,  leader  in  pre'-'atory-animal  control  in  Arizona,  plans 
a  mountain" lion  campa-iga  on  November  .  ,  With  the  aid  of  several  additional 
hunters  he  will  attempt  to  cover  the  central  part  of  the  State,  from  the 
Bill  Williams  Pork  of  the  Co.Torado  River  to  the  New  Mexico  line,  linking 
each  district  so  that  the. lions  that  drift  from  one  range  to  another  can 
be  picked  up- 

Noteworthy  predatory-animal  control  work  in  Colorado  in  September  was 
done  by  Hunters  Dillon  and  Crumrine,  Dillon  taking  five  mountain  lions  in 
the  Redvale  section,  and  Crumrine  two  predatory  bears  in  the  Antelope  Park 
locality  of  the  .Rio  Grande  National  Porest.  Cne  of  the  bears  was  a  silver- 
tipped  grizzly  responsible  for  injuries  to  a  sheep  herder,  and  the  o  tlaer 
one  a  large  brown  bear  which  had  made  inroads  on  various  sheep  herds  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 
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Many  prairie-dog  infested  areas  cn  the  Navajo  Indian  Reservation 
have  heen  iTia,pped  hy  D.  a.  G-ilcLriet,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Arizona, 
and  his  o-ssistant.  The  In.’iians  do  not  v/ant  the  prairie  dogs  killed  by 
poison,  since  they  depend  upon  tiiem  for  food.  After  a  hea-'Ty  rain  they 
ruii  water  do\7n  the  prairie--dog  burrows  and  secure  hundreds  of  the  rodents, 
and  in  this  way  have  exterminated  many  colonies. 

The  complete  clean-up  of  prairie  dogs  on  an  irrigation  project  near 
Prescott,  Ariz-. ,  in  cooperation  with  the  extension  service  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Arizona,  was  an  ou.tstsnding  piece  of  work  during  the  month.  The 
rodents  took  readily  the  poisoned  grain  even  with  alfalfa  knee-high»  After 
the  poison  v:as  placed,  thousands  of  dead  prairie  dogs  could  be  seen,  and 
hundreds  of  buzzards  cams  in  to  devo'ur  themn  Many  tons  of  alfelfa  were 
saved  by  destroying  these  rodents  and  tlie  fa-rmers  are  consequently  well 
pleased. 

A.  E-  Oman,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Kansas,  cooperating  with 
the  Agricultural  College  Extension  Service,  reports  that  pocks t  gophers 
have  been  "playing  possum"  more  or  less  during  the  hot  summer  weather - 
They  have  thro’-na  up  relatively  few  mounds,  but  now  -that  rains  have  soft¬ 
ened  the  ground  and  nights  are  cooler,  they  are  beginning  to  make  the 
"dirt  fly."  A  single  pock:-.-t  gopher  v.an  throw  up  from  lOO  to  300  fresh 
mounds  daring  the  season  if  left  unmolested.  Because  pocket  gophers 
have  been  relatively  inactive,  many  farmers  may  have  believed  that  they 
Were  reduced  by  natural  causes,  while,  in  fact,  there  was  a  200-per-cent 
increase  in  the  pests  last  spring  and  this  fall. 

0.  E.  Sterphl,  leader  of  ro dent- con t ro  1  work  in  Montana,  v/rites  that 
porcupines  are  again  doing  damage  to  rhe  gardens  at  the  fish  ha-tcb.ery 
near  Bozeman.,  They  have  ruined, all  the  sweet  corn,  of  which  they  are  ex¬ 
ceptionally  fond.  Muskrats  came  out  of  the  creek  near  by  and  ca.rried  off 
cornstalks  broken  down  by  the  porcupines.  Mr.  Stephl  reports  more  hawks 
in  the  vicinity  of  lakeview,  Mont.,  than  he  had  ever  seen  in  one  place. 

At  the  same  time,  the  area  is  one  of  'ihe  worst  squirrel-inf ested  dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  State.  The  hawks,  it  appeared  .were  living  almost  entirely 
on  squirrelso 

A.  Vh  Moore,  junior  biologist  in  Oregon,  attended  the  PoJk  and  v/ash- 
ington  County  fairs  with  a  local  exhibit  consisting  of  models  which  actually 
demonstrated  poisoning  and  trapping  rodents.  More  then  11,000  farmers 
stopped  at  tile  exhibits*. 

Albert  M.  Day,  leader  of  rodent- control  work  in  Yj'yom.ing,  recently 
made  an  inspection  trip  -tiiro'ugh  northern  Niobrara  Co ’unty  rdth  County  Ag¬ 
ent  Boyd  and  fo'und  excellent  results  of  the  prairie-dog  campaign  con'ducted 
there  during  the  past  three  years.  This  large  unit  embra.ces  a  territory 
^5  miles  long  and  20  miles  wide,  and  was  fonuerly  heavily  infested  with 
prairie-dog  col.onies  extending  from  10  to  3D  along  basins  and  val¬ 

leys.  In  driving  about  20  miles  thro  ugh .  cc un try  that  had  been  a-lmost 
solid  prairie-dog  towns,  t'ley  counted  less  -than  a  dozen  live  prsdrie  dogs. 

On  one  ranch  -they  saw  nati  '/e  hay  bej.^  g  cut  from  land  formerly  riddled  with 
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prairie-dog  mounds,  and  on.  two  others  tliey  found  fine  hay  and  alfalfa 
fields  on  land  which  was  a  worthless  prairie-dog  colony  a  few  years  ago* 
_This  unit  was  sys temati cally  poi soned  during  1923  and  1924,  and  last  sum¬ 
mer  an  inspector  was  emp3.oyed  hy  the  countYj  State,  and  the  Biological 
Survey  to  scour  the  district  to  poison  with  ca'jt-'ins  cy25!id9-.s3..y  straggling 
survivors* 

EDOD  HABITS  HESEnP.CH 

Ec-  B..  Kalmhach  returned  to  Washington  on  Octohsr  1  after  spending 
five  months  in  the  rice  area  and  the  Gulf  Coast,  region  of  louisiana  study¬ 
ing  the  relation  of  hlackhirds  to  the  rice  crop  and  determining  the 
necessity  and  feasibility  of  control  measures*  Tire  presence  of  a  compar= 
atively  few  of  the  enormous  flocks  which  usually  teke  a  heavy  toll  from 
the  rice  crop  when  in  the  calk  end  dc  igh  stages  resulted  in  little  seri¬ 
ous  damage  this  year.  At  no  time  from.  May  until  the  end  of  the  harvest 
v/as  it  possible  to  carry  out  effective  control  meas'ures  on  a  la^rge  scale 
owing  to  the  scattering  of  the  birds  during  the  breeding  season  and  to 
the  great  abundance  of  food  available.  Additional  work  will  be  done  dixr- 
ing  March  and  April  of  next  year. 

E,  M.  Hiller,  in  company  with  the  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Audubon  Societyjmade  an  investigation  of  the  extent  of  damage  by 
bobolinks  and  red-v'inged  blackbirds  on  rice  areas  in  IJorth  Carolina. 
Although  most  of  the  birds  had  passed  on  tlieir  migration  at  the  time, 
information  was  obtained  on  the  extent  of  damage  to  the  crop. 

EUR  R  ESC  URGES 

Bridgewater  Arnold,  of  Hew  York,  H.  Y.,  representing  the  Rational 
Association  of  the  Eur  Industry,  which  is  cooperating  witli  the  Bureau 
in  gathering .  statist!  cal  data  on  various  phases  of  the  fur  industry,  is 
filling  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  Horace  J.  McMullen. 

A  set  of  blue  prints  has  been  prepared  for  free  distribution  show¬ 
ing  the  design  and  construction  of  the  fox  kennels  and  runs  in  use  at  the 
Experimental  Eur  Farm,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  E.  Y*  The  prints  are  ccmiplete, 
including  bill  of  material. 

A  representative  of  the  Eederal  Ear  Dyeing  Corporation,  of  Hew 
York,  H.  Y.,  which  is  cooperating  with'  the  Bureau  in  establishing  a  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  Townsend  mole  and  is  experimenting  in  blending  and  dyeing 
these  moleskins  for  use  in  the  trad.e,  visited  the  Bureau  on  October  l4 
and  e:diibited  several  small  animal  p^^ts  dyed  in  a  variety  of  col-ors  to 
match  different  dress  mjateriais.  Sie  modern  system  of  dyeing  enables  the 
fur  trade  to  supply  furs  w^hich  will  match  or  blend  w'ith  almost  every  fab¬ 
ric  utilized  in  women^s  wear. 

Breeding  experiments  with  rabbits  have  been  inaugurated  at  the 
Experimental  Ear  Earm,  and  other  rabbit  projects  will  be  carried  on  in 
cooperation  with  individual  breeders  or  I'abbi tries.  This  v.prk  includes 
breeding,  feeding,  housing,  pelting,  and  preparing  the  fur  and  meat  for 
market.  A  study  will  be  m.ade  of  handling  rabbit  skins  and  of  dressing  and 
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dyein,5  them.  In  addition,  the  Bureau  is  endeavoring  to  prorrote  sound 
'.education  in  rabbit  raising  and  to  assist  breeders  ii\  combating  diseases 
of  the  animals,  and  in  o'cher  problems^ 

A  choice  chinchilla  doe,  recently  presented  to  tlie  Buxeau  by  the 
Royal  Babbitries,  Ards'j.ey-  i-the-Hi:.'  on,  R.  Y,,  has  been  shipped  to  the 
Experimental  Eur  Earm  and  '  ill  be  esp  daily  valuable  in  the  rabbit  ex¬ 
periments, 

■  (Time  mi)  bird  reservaticrs 

By  Executive  order  dated  October  21,  the  President  has  set  aside 
a  sm.all  island  a.t  the  southern  end  of  Mosquito  Lagoon,  on  ihe  east  coast 
of  Ei.orida  as  a  breeding  ground  and  refuge  for  birds,  to  bo  Raom  as 
Brevard  Reservation,  This  island  is  now  occupied  in  part  by  the  colony 
of  bro-vTTi  pelicans  which  formerly  nested  on  Pelican  Island,  neai’  Sebastian, 
Ela-  The  Brevard  Bird  Reservation,  like  others  previously  established 
by  Executive  order  in  Florida  and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  for  the 
benefit  of  the  birds,  vdli  be  administered  by  the  Department  of  ii-gri culture 
through  the  Biological  Survey. 

An  ample  rainfall  at  Big  Lake  Bird  Reservation,  Ark.,  has  raised 
the  lake  level  until  the  water  is  now  at  the  best  stage  since  1922,  and, 
consequently,  there  will  be  plenty  of  water  for  tfie  birds  coming  to  the 
Reservation  this  season.  Wood  ducks  are  returning  there  in  large  numbers. 

In  cooperation  with  the  State  Game  Commission  about  65,000  small 
fishes  have  been  placed  in  a  pond  fed  from  T/arm  springs,  at  the  Winter 
Elk  Refuge,  Vi5'’o where  Conditions  are  suitable  for  their  maintenance, 

Next  year  it  is  planned’  to  distribute  them  in  streams. 

Hunters  near  Sullys  Hill  G-ams  Preserve,  R.  Dak,,  lata  in  September 
reported  that  not  many  ducks  were  obtained ^  as  the  weather  was  warm  and 
the  ducks  flew  infrequently,  high,  and  out  of  range.  Since  that  time  about 
6  inches  of  snow  has  fallen  in  that  ocality.  An  unusually  large  number 
of  hunters,  most  of  them  f;,om.  the  eas.,ern  part  of  the  State,  were  reported 
in  the  vicinity  of  Riobrara  Reservation,  Rebr.,  at  the  opening  of  the  hunt¬ 
ing  season,  October  1,  More  then  200  sharp- tailed  grouse  flew  into  the 
Rational  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  when  the  first  hiunters  appeared  there  this 
season* 

The  first  geese  seen  by  V^arden  Yv.  D.  Parker  this  fall  pa.ssed  over 
Sullys  Hill  G-ams  Preserve  on  October  3«  Many  vrxieties  of  northern  ducks 
axe  there  now. 

Cutting  and  stacking  the' hay  at  the  Elk  Refuge  was  completed  on 
September  12,  A  total  of  9^'-^  l/2  tons  was  harvested  this  year,  not  in¬ 
cluding  22  acres  of  oats  stacked  for  threshing  and  about  10  tons  of  second- 
cutting  alfalfa  hauled  into  the  barn. 

Severa.1  weeks  ago,  a  cow  moose  was  seen  crossing  the  Refuge  about  a  • 
mile  north  of  headquarters..  Moose  range  northward  on  the  Teton  Rational 
Forest,  but  this  is  the  first  record  in  recent  years  of  one  tnese  animals 
on  or  near  the  Refuge* 


THE  SURVEY 


-  6  - 


OctxsUer,  19^5 


Seventeen  ravens  have  heen  received  at  the  National  Zoological  Park, 
Wff.shingtonj  D.  C, ,  from  IaJ.ce  Ma.lne’ir  Eird  Reservations  Dreg.  This  is  tb^e 
second  consignment  received  from  tlie  Reservation,  several  of  the  ravens 
having  "been  shipped  in  the  spring*,  The  "birds  arrived  in  fine  condition# 

Uc^rden  George  M#  Benson,  of  lake  Malheur  Reservation,  reports  tiiat 
ducks  are  dying  there  in  large  nrahors,  though  all  the  hirdo  found  dead 
were  fat  and  in  good  conditiono  All  species  that  nest  on  the  Refuge,  ex¬ 
cept  tine  waders,  are  affected  with  some  malady,  the  nature  of  which  has 
not  been  definitely  determined, 

Gerrit  P,  Uilderlhs,B  .e turned  Honoluli.u  from  an  extended  trip 
in  the  South  Seas  end  has  res'Jimed  his  duties  as  v.rarden  of  the  Hav/aiian 
Islands  Bird  Reservation,  . 

CJ.ifford  R,  Hallowell,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Robert  3r  MJ.ller, 
of  Springfield,  Ill.,  have  been  appointed  land  valuation  assistants  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  establishing  the  Tipper  Mississippi  River' Wild 
lo.fe  and  Pish  Refuge# 

IIvlPORTaTIONS 

The  importa,tion  of  foxes  from  Canada  this  fall  began  about  the 
middle  of  Sc^ptembcr,  and  the  demand  for  T'ermits  has  been  increasing  daily, 
Peiraits.have  been  issued  for  the  entry  of  1,^S^  foxes,  mostly  silver  and 
black,  v/ith  an  occasional  red  and!  cross  fox.  The  greatest  number  of  ship¬ 
ments  come  from  Prince  Edward  Island  and  New  Brons^Tick  and  cross  the 
border  at  Vanceboro,  Me.,  Port  Hui'cn,  Mich.,  and  Blaine,  Wash.  Several 
requests  have  also  been  received  lor  permits  for  shipments  of  foxes  pass¬ 
ing  through  New  York  en  route  to  Norway# 

Several  large  shipments  of  birds  and  mammals  of  various  species 
have  been  brought  in  at  the  port  of  New  Yoik  during  the  past  3^  days. 

The  birds  are  mostly  canaries  imported  for  the  holiday  trade. 

MIGPATORY-BIFI)  TREi.TY  AND  LiXEf  ACTS 

V/»  R.  Dillon  visited  Norfolk,  Va.,  on  September  28,  in  connection 
with  matters  pertaining  to  the  enforcement  of  the  migratory— bird  treaty 
acts 


Erancis  W.  Pingley,  of  Wj.nchester,  Va. ,  has  been  appointed 
temporarily  as  Udiited  States  game  warden,  effective  October  15,  and  will 
be  in  clmfge  of  the  motorbcat  Curlew,  which  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on 
the  Potomac  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  Capt.  Moody  Crei^ton  will  act  as 
assistant  on  the  boato 

With  the  transfer  of  Warden  Tonkin  to  the  California  district, 
that  part  of  Oregon  formerly  dn  his  district  has  been  assigned  to  Warden 
R.  C.  Steele#  Warden  Rarsem  had  been  assigned  all  of  Idaho,  part  of 
which  formerly  was  in  Mi’.  Tonlcins's  district. 
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Warden  Hilliard  spent  the  first  tv/o  weeks  of  October  in  Hew  York 
and  Pennsylvania  assisting  Warden  Parnha’ii,'  where' evidence  of  a  naraber  of 
violations  of  the  treaty  act  'VTas  obtained  on  ?/liich  prosecution  will  be 
instituted  in  Eeder^l  court. 

Eor  killing  migratory  waterfowl  from  motorboats  on  the  Ohio  River 
in  Mason  Cr.un.ty,  ’v/.  Va. ,  during  November  a.nd  December ,  192^,  two  viol¬ 
ators  arraigned  in  the  Eederal  court  at  Huntington,  Vfi  Va.,  on  September 
17,  19253  entered  plea,s  of  guilty,  and  were  each  fined  $50«  These  con¬ 
victions  will  probably  have  a  deterrent  effect  on  gunners  in  that  section 
who  are  prone  to  employ  this  means  to  secure  -nild  fowl* 

As  an  indi.  cation  of  the  extent  of  the  cooperation  being  extended 
by  the  Bureau  to  State  game  departments,  the  recent  work  of  V.hrden  E* 

J»  Shaver  in  Minnesota' be  cited:  During  September  and  eariy  in 
October  he  assisted  wawlsns  in  that  State  in  obtaining  55  cases,,  These 
were  successfully  prosecuted  in  State  court,  and  fznes  totaling  $7^3  and 
costs  of  $4560,95  imposed,,  A  number  of  other  wardens  are  instx'umental  in 
effecting  similar  cooperation. 

Reports’  indicate  thaj  there  will  be  an  abundance  of  waterfowl  on 
Back  Bay,  Va.,  duilng  the  coming  season,  numbers  of  ducks  have  already 
arrived  (October  20).  On  the.  Potomac  River  about  20  miles  below  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. ,  a  good-sized  flock  of  geese  was  seen  by  Deputy  Warden  Trenis 
on  October  19^  Many  ducks  also  are  appearing  on  the  river. 

In  connection  v/ith.  the  disposition  of  violations  of  State  and  Eed- 
eral  laws  in  cooperative  Lacey  Act  investigations  carried  on  by  «t'axdens 
E?.rmeier,  Earnhara,  and  Shaver  in  St-,  louis,  Hew  York,  Chicago,  and  St. 

Paul  during  the  past  year,  the  Bureau  continues  to  receive  reports  of 
successful,  State  prosecutions,  or  requests  for  additional  assistance 
and  information  from  Sta-te  officials  or  Uviited  States  game  wardens  to 
whom  the  several  ma^tters  were  referred.  Wa-rden  Mushbach  reports  12  cases 
closed  iu  State  court  in  Mozitana  duiing  August,  in  which  pens^ities  amount¬ 
ing  to  $502.50  were  imposed.  Six  cases  were  settled  in  Idaho  which  cost 
the  violators  a  totai.  of  In  two  cases  in  Missouri  the  cost 

amounted  to  $57 '=953  b'''''©  cases  in  Michigan,  $72.20.  Warden  Barmeier 

was  also  instrumental  in  the  arrest  of  a  "fur  rur.ner"  and  in  the  seizure 
of  55  Seaver  pelts  which  he  was  endeavoiing  to  dispose  of  in  St.  louis. 

Wardens  Mxvshbach  and  Barmeier  have  been  collaborating  on  what  promises 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  prosecutions  under  the  Lacey  Act  for  the 
i3.1egcil  ohipraent  of  boaxor  skins.  The  case  involves  11  shipments,  whmeh 
contained  244  beave.i'’  skins  end  2S4  muskrat  hides,  to  t'^'^o  fur-receiving 
houses  in  St.  Louis. 
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Cases  Reported  for  Pro secation  -  «-  ...eports  Received  Euring  September 


Vferd  en 

Bloxsom,  Jester 

II  11 


Ca-ses 

1 

1  . 


Charlton,  Harriso'n*'*‘  2 

linebau^  1 

Pacetti  3 

Perry  ;  4 

Scholler"^  1 

Whitehead,  Magbee*  2 


State 

Maryl.snd 

II 

vVest  Virginia 

Tennessee 

Florida 
Tennessee 
I  llinois 
Georgia 


Vio lation 

Killing  a  willet 

Killing  sandpipers 

Killing  ducks  from  a  motorboat 

Shooting  a.t  doves  in  close 
season 

Killing  a  flicloer 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 


Cases  Terminated 


Warden 

Charlton, 

Harrison’^"'*' 

linebaugh 


Cases 

2 


State 


Violation 


West  Virginia  Killing  ducks  from  a  motor¬ 
boat 

Tennessee  Shooting  at  doves  in 

close  season 


Fine 

$50  each 

$20 


*  U.  S.  D^aty  Gam'e  Warden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Vtarden 
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ISSUED  MONTHLY  FOR  THE  PERSONNEL  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF 


Y0I4  6. 


Washii-gton,  D.  C .  ,  ■  Noveinter 


(311EHAL  ISOTES 


'Ihe  Biological  Survey -jas  represented  at  the  forty-third  stated, 
meeting  of  the  American  Crnlt dologists  •  Union  held  at  the  American  Museum 
of  natural  History  in  New  loj-k  City,  Novemoer  10  to  12,  by  W.  C,  Henderson, 
Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  A.  H.  Howell,  Dr,  H.  H.  T,  Jackson,  H,  R.  Kalmbach, 
Frederick  C.  Lincoln,  VA  L,  McAtee ,  Dr.  E.  C,  Oterholser,  Dr.  T*  S,  Palmer, 

E.  A.  Preble,  and  H,  L.  Stoddard.  The  program  included  the  follovang 
'  papers  by  members  of  the  Bureau:  ’’Bird  Banding  In  Progress  and  Prospect," 
by  Mr.  Lincoln;  and  "Distribution  of  the  Seaside  Sparrows  in  Florida,"  by 
Mr.  Howell.  Doctor  Palmer  presented  two  papers  by  foiejgn  ornithologists; 
"The  AnniverS£iTy  of  thiS  German  Ornithological  Society,"  by  Dr.  Theodor 

G.  Ahrens,  of  Berlin;  and  "The  Ornithological  Collection  of  the  Natural 
History  Museum  in  Stockholm,"  by  Dr.  Einar  Lonnberg,  of  Stockholm,  Mr. 

Howell  presented  also  a  pa.per,  "Nesting  Birds  of  the  Southern  Everglades , " 
by  EdwpTd  J,  Court,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  The  Brewster  medal  for  the  most 
meritorious  work  on  American  birds  in  the  past  six  years  was  awarded  to  W,  E. 
Clyde  Todd,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  M,  A.  Carriker,  of  Cartagena,  Colombia, 
for  their  joint  work  on  "The  Birds  of  the  Santa  Marta,  region,  Colombia," 
published  in  1922-  lAr.  Todd  was  connected  v/ith  the  Biological  Survey  for 
a  number  of  years  (1891-1899)«  Ernest  G,  Holt,  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
The  Biological  Survey  from  I9I2  to  1919»  elected  to  full  membership. 


Dr.  Hugo  Weigold,  director  of  the  na.tural  history  department  of  the 
museum  at  Hanover,  Germany,  was  a  visitor  in  offices  of  the  Bureau  during  the 
week  of  November  I6.  Doctor  Vfcigold  is  an  observer  of  bird  migration,  having 
banded  many  biT'ds  at  Helgoland  and  published  several  reports  on  his  wurk. 


Following  is  a  list  of  new  publications  of  the  Bureau,  copies  of 
which  may  be  ha.d  on  application: 

"Directory  of  Officials  and  Organizations  Concerned  with  the  Protection  of 
Birds  and  Game,"  compiled  by  Ta.lbott  Dcnmead  and  Frank  L,  Earnshaw. 

Department  Circular  360.  Issued  October  29. 

"Blue-fox  Farming  in  Alaska,  "  by  Feank  G.  Ashbrook  and  Ernest  P.  Walker. 

Department  Bulletin  I35O.  Issued  November  6. 

"Food  Habits  of  the  Vireos;  A  Family  of  Insectivorous  Birds,"  by  Edward  A, 

Chapin.  Department  Bulletin  1355*  I s sued  November  I3. 

Ivdanuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  piblication  as  foxlows: 

Dufrasne  ,  fFrank.  "Dose  Yavil  Caribou," 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  "Mystery  Band  Number  3»  Season  I925.'' 

McAtee',  W.  L.  "Insect  Taxonomy:  Preserving  a  Sense  of  Proportion,"  and  "Notes 

on  Neotropical  Eupteryginae  with  a  Key  to  the  Varities  of  Ale  bra  albostriella 
( Homo pt era:  Jassidae), 

Palmer,  L.  J.  "The  AlaiSka  Reindeer  Industry." 

S i 1 ve  r ,  J ame  s ,  "E  nte  r  Ground-ho  g  C  ont r o 1 . " 
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The  followiEg  radio  talks  hy  members  of  the  Washington  office  were 
broadcast  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  during 
November  from  Station  WHO,  Yfeshxngton,  D.  C* ;  E.  A.  Preble,  ’’Musk-oxen, 
Cattle  of  the  Arctic,"  November  J;  Prederick  C.  Lincoln,  "Orr  Autumnr^irds, ” 
November  l4;  and  E.  A-  Goldraan,  "Howler  and  Spider  Morikeys,"  November  21. 

Addresses  given  by  members  of  the  Bureau  before  the  Biological 
Society  of  Vfeshington  during  the  month  were  as  follows;  "Overbrewsing  by 
Kaibab  Deer,"  E.  A.  Goldman.,  November  J'  "Report  of  the  Recent  Meeting  of 
the  American  Ornithologists’  Union,  New  York,"  Dr.  T.  S.  Palmer;  "uhen  Elk 
Come  Down"  (motitn  pictures),  '  W.  C.  Henderson;  and  "Birds  of  the  Ear- 
allon  Islands,  California,"  and  "The  Bird  Re^servat ions  of  Louisiana"  (motion 
pictures).  Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser,  November  21. 

BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

Olaus  J.  Marie,  who  spent  the  sumner  and  early  autumn  in  Alaska, 
returned  to  Washington  on  November  1,  While  in  Alaska  he  made  a  ^neral 
investigation  of  the  bird  and  mammal  fauna  of  the  western  end  of  the  Alaska 
Peninsula  and  the  neighboring  islands,  in  which  little-knorm  section  he 
secured  large  collections  of  birds,  animals,  and  plants  and  a  great  number 
of  valuable  notes  on  these  subjects.  After  the  close  of  this  work,  to 
obtain  data  on  caribou,  Mr,  Murie  made  a  trip  into  the  interior  of  Alaska 
from  Seward  to  Pairbanks,  and  thence  to  Dawson  via  the  Tanara  and  Yukon 
Rivers,  reaching  the  coast  again  at  Skagway  via  the  Yukon  and  U'hite  Pass 
Rai  Iv/ay. 

Dt’.  H.  C.  Oberholser,  following  his  attendance  at  the  opening  of 
the  Federal  Pish  Hatchery,  at  La  Crosse,  Wis,,  participated  in  conferences 
at  Madison,  'Wis,  ,  with  the  goveraor  and  the  State  commissioner  of  conserva¬ 
tion  concerning  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Pish  Refuge, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  he  returned  to  Washington  on  November  2. 

Dr.  ?i/.  P.  Taylor  spent  about  a  month,  including  tl^  latter  part  of 
October  and  early  November,  at  the  Southwestern  Forest  Expeiiment  Station, 
near  Flagstaff,  Ariz.  ,  working  on  the  relations  of  various  rodents  to  the 
forest.  These  investigations  have  now  progressed  to  a  point  which  promises 
interesting  results. 

Work  conducted  by  Theo,  H.  Scheffer  during  th£  past  month  included 
observations  ©n  the  hibernation  of  ground  squirrels,  investigations  concern¬ 
ing  which  are  now  being  conducted  at  tie  Experiment  Parra,  at  Prosser,  Tfesh, 

ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

Doctor  Fisher  returned  on  November  7  f^^omi  an  extended  trip  in  the 
West  to  inspect  field  operations. 

Best  Thshes  are  extended  to  Elmer  R.  Scholl,  stenographer  in  this 
division,  and  Miss  Flora  McCormack,  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada,  who 
were  married  at  Vfeshington,  D.  C.  ,  Friday  evening,  November  20. 
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I  L.  D.  Jandxeau,  a  hunter  in  the  South  Dakota  district,  vjorkin^; 

!  along  the  Missouri  River  "bottoms  near  Oacoma.,  S.  Dak,.,  "brought  pig  and 
poultrj’’  losses  to  a.n  end  in  tha.t  region  during  Augimt,  Septem'oer,  a.nd  Oct- 
D"ber.  T\ventp-six  coyotes,  24  adults  and  t’vo  oi  this  season^s  young,  vexo 
‘  taken.  On  one  ranch  70  pi^s  and  a.  la,r^  n’um"ber  of  chickens  and  turkeys 
I  had  "been, k3i lie d  "by  coyotes,  and  other  farms  and  ranches  had  heavy  losses. 

1  Hunter  Jandxeau  "brought  the  killings  to  an  end  in  12  days  after  he  arrived, 

^  Hunter  Archie  Ho'.ve  killed  tvo  coyotes  in  the  game  pastui’e  at  the 

I  Wind  Ca.ve  National  Game  Prevserve,  S.  Dak,  He  is  getting  out  poison  lines 
in  all  directions,  covering  a  circle  of  a'bout  20  miles,  T^ith  Wind  Cave  as 
a  center. 

Hunter  Johu  fertin,  also  of  South  Dakota,,  trapped  a  lynx  on  Grand 
:  River  in  Corson  County.  This  is  the  first  lynx  taten  in  the  organised 
I  work  in  that  State. 

The  county  commissioners  of  Harding  County,  S.  Dak.  ,  have  made  an 
j  allotment  of  $900  for  cooperation  in  predatory-animal  control  tvork,  "begun 
on  Octo"ber  12.  The  Harding  County  Wool  Grovers  Association  also  has 
alloted  $300  for  use  in  predatory-animal  work  in  that  county,  and  lias  "been 
i  successful  in  obtaining  $300  from  the  county  commissioners  for  an  educational 
campaign  in  rodent  control  in  vhich  particular  stress  is  to  "be  placed  on 
I  jack  rabbits. 

^  George  E,  Holman,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control  in  Utah,  while 

rounding  up  saddle  horses  on  October  30  met  with  a  painful  accident  when 
the  horse  on  which  be  was  riding  fell  through  a  bridge  and  tthrew  him  on 
some  jagged  stumps.  He  v/as  so  seriously  injured  thjat  medical  attention 
was  necessary. 

In  a  most  successful  rodent-ccntrol  campaign  conducted  by  the  Diologi'- 
cal  Survey  and  tbe  Extension  Service  of  tbe  University  of  Arizona,  launched 
on  March  20  mainly  against  the  prairie  dogs  of  northern  Arizona  and  closed 
on  October  3I1  one  end  a  third- carloads  of  poisoned  grain  were  plo-ced  on  half 
a  million  acres,  about  2,500  farmers  and  stockmen  took  part,  and  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  not  less  than  3, 000,000  rodents  were  killed.  It  is  estimated 
that,  by  eliminating  these  pests  the  forage  production  of  the  area  was  increased 
by  more  tlian  16,000  tons,  which  if  valued  at  only  50  cents  a  ton  would  be 
worth  $3S,000.  The  cost  of  clearing  the  area  was  less  than  4  cents  an  acre. 

One  wool  grower  increased  his  forage  to  the  extent  ths.t  he  ti®.s  able  to  place 
6,000  more  sheep  on  the  range.  Another  wool  grower  of  Williams,  Ariz., 
completely  exterminated  the  prairie  dogs  on  his  range  of  50»000  acres  at  trB 
cost  of  less  than  $500,  and  states  thcit  the  feed  thereby  produced  is  the 
cheapest  he  ever  bought,  iitony  alfalfa  grci^ers  on  the  Prescott  Harms  Project 
have  increased  their  alfalfa  yield- more  tbian  a  third  in  the  same  way. 

James  Silver,  leader  of  rodent-control  work-in  the  eastern  district, 
while  in  Gallatin  County,  Ill,,  heard  reports  of  extensive  crow  injury  to  the 

corn  crop  both  at  planting  tine  and  in  the  rcasting-ear  stage,  and  of  crows 
Carrying  off  pecan  nuts,  which  represent  an  industry  of  from  $50,000  to 
$100,000  a  year,  one  farmer  stating  that  crows  had  already  made  away  with 
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more  than  a  third  of  his  crop  and  that  they  had  picked  Out  tte  larger  and^ 
softer-shelled  nuts.  Th£  section  in  which  the  crow  situation  is  most  serious 
extends  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio  and  Uahash  Rivers  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and 
Kentucky. 

All  counties  in  the  range  of  prairie  dogs  in  V/yoming  have  cleaned  defi¬ 
nite  units  of  the  pest,  writes  Albert  M.  Day,  leader  of  the  rodent-control  work 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  Extension  Service  of  ttie  University  ®f  Wyoming. 
Individuals,  counties,  an-’^  State  and  Federal  departments  are  cooperating,  so  that 
all  lands  in  a  given  unit-  _  deeded.  State,  and  public  domain  are  being  treated. 
Fine  farms,  meadows,  and  fiolds  nov/  cover  sites  which  a  few  ^^ars  ago  v^^re. 
prairie-dog  towns.  Such  sections  may  be  seen  throughout  the  entire  eastern 
part  of  Wyoming. 

The  Sheridan  Rod  and  Gun  Club  is  cooperating  with, the  Biological  Survey 
and  ranchers  of  Sheridan  County,  Wyo.  ,  in  an  extensive  magpie-poisoning  campa.ign. 
The  birds  are  a  general  nuisance,  robbing  nests  and  killing  the  young  ci  domestic 
fowl  and  valuable  game  and  song  birds.  They  also  pick  brands  and  sores  on 
livestock  and  have  been  known  to  blind  weakened  animals  in  winter.  The  Biologi¬ 
cal  Survey  wj  11  furnish  poison  and  the  club  will  furnish  ground— beef  suet, 
which  will  be  aistributed  in  a  systematic  manner  over  practically  the  whole 
county  during  December  and  January.  Conducting  the  campaign  during  the  severe 
winter  months  assures  thht  no  other  birds  will  be  killed  by  the  poison.  • 

FCOD  HA3ITS  RESEARCH 

At  the  close  of  the  A.O.U.  meeting  :/Ir.  McAtee  spent  several  days  in 
Connecticut  conferring  with  sportsmen  and  others  interested  in  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  wild— duck  foods  and  the  cooperative  quail  investigation. 

H.  L,  Stoddard,  who  also  attended  the  A.  0.  U.  meeting,  stopped  in 
Uashington  on  his  return  to  Georgia  to  interview  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  relative  to  diseases  of  poultry  and  quail. 

"Food  Habits  of  the  Yireos:  A  Family  of.  Insectivorous  Birds,"  Departaent 
Bulletin  1355*  which  came  off  the  press  on  November  I3,  presents  a  study  of  10 
Species  of  this  family  with  special  reference  to  their  economic  status  and  the 
percentages  of  various  insects  and  other  items  in  their  food. 

FUR  RESOURCES 

Mr,  Ashbrook  attended  the  annual  silver— fox  show  and  convention  of  the 
American  Rational  Fox  Breeders  Association,  at  Buffalo,  R,  Y. ,  Rovember  9  to 
12,  On  his  return  he  stopped  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs, 

R.  Y. ,  to  assist  in  culling  and  pairing  the  animals  to  be  used  in  the  breeding 
work  during  the  coming  season, 

D.  Monroe  Green  spent  the  week  of  October  2j  in  Rew  York  City  studying 
the  methods  used  by  f\ir  establishments  in  dressing,  shearing,  plucking,  and 
dyeing  rabbit  skins  for  manufacturing  p;irposes. 
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Miss  lura  G.  D‘ iie.ss,  stenographer  in  this  division  since  April,  1924, 
resigned  on  llovemherr^-^'i^^  UeMass  is  succeeded  "by  Miss  Elsie  Gallov/ay,  appointee 
llovemher  23- 

Eive  choice  ITew  Zealand  red  rabbits  —  four  doit- and  one  buck  vere 
recently  presented  to  the  Bureau  by  Alfred  Zimnem,  secretaiy  of  the  American 
Association  of  Ilew  Zealand  Breeders,  These  animals  are  all  of  high  quality, 
pedigree  bred,  and  registered,  and  uill  be  of  exceptional  value  in  the  rabbit 
studies  recently  started  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Fanui 

’’Blue-fox  Fe.rming  in  Ala.ska,”  Department  Bulletin  1350 >  i.ssued  on 
Bovember  6,  presents  information  based  on  a  study  of  the  methods  and  practices 
of  the  blue-fox  industry  uhich  have  been  found  to  give  the  greatest  success 
on  islands  of  Alaska,  and  is  of  especial  value  to  beginners  in  blue— fox 
raising.  Ranch  organization,  breeding,  feeding,  housing,  and  sanitation  are 
treated  in  detail,  and  a  section  also  is  given  un  nhite-fox  farming  in  nortbern 
Alaska. 

GAivG  hlTD  BIRD  PESERVATICBS 

The  initial  purchase  of  land  for  tie  establishment  of  the  Upper  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Fi.sh  Refuge  has  been  m.ade.  This  land  is  in  Ecuston 
County,  Minn.,  and  ^©.s  purchased  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Georgs  E.  Hoive  ,  who,  real¬ 
izing  the  value  of  the  Refuge  to  the  country  at  large  a.nd  the  Mississippi  Valley 
region  in  particular,  sho\7ed  their  public  spirit  in  the  terms  on  thich  they 
offered  the  land, 

Otto  B.  Mueller,  of  Wisconsin,  has  been  appointed  land  valuation  engineer 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  esta.bli shing  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild 
Life  and  Fish  Refuge, 

Very  unus\ia,l  wea.ther  conditions  for  this  season  have  prevailed  at  various 
reservations.  At  T/ind  Cave  Preserve,  about  four  inches  of  snow  fell  on  October 
6  and  more.  wa.s  reported  there  at  various  times  during  the  month.  The  tempera¬ 
ture  at  tlmt  Preserve  was  IS  degrees  below  zerc  on  October  IS.  Cold  high 
winds  and  shifting  snows  ha.ve  been  reported  at  the  Biobrara  Reservation  and 
vicinity,  with  the  temperature  at  8  degrees  below  zero  on  October  28.  On  the 
morning  of  October  I7  zero  weather  was  reported  at  the  Winter  Elk  Refuge,  Wyo. , 
and  at  Big  ladce  Bird  Reservation,  Ark.,  there  vere  several  inches  of  snow  cn 
October  30. 

On  Bovember  5  ten  elk  appeared' cn  the  Elk  Refuge,  on  the  Germain  tract, 
and  15  elk  bedded  down  near  the  headquarters  early  in  the  mcming  cf  the  same 
day.  These  animals  were  the  first  to  appear  at  the  Refuge  this  season,  and 
they  later  moved  tC-P  Cache  Creek.  The  bpalk  of .  the  elk  herd  was  still  fsr  bank 
in  the  mountains  on  November  1.  b'yoming  ha.s  purcha.se d  1,500  tens  erf  hay'  .M  - 
the  vicinity  of  the  ElkPtefuge,  making  a  total  cf  about'  4,200  tons  available 
for  feeding  the  elk  this  winter. 

Grouse  and  prairie  chic  he  ns  are  said  to  be  sca.rcer  near  Sullys  Hill 
Game  Preserve  thain  they  were  a  yea.r  ago.  About  50  wild  ducks  are  still  cn 
Sweetwater  La.kB  within  this  Preserve  rrhexe  they  stay  in  the  open  v;ater  and 
are  fed  grain  every  day. 
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J.  C,  Yates  is  acting  as  assistant  to  Warden  L.  L»  Bryan,  of  Big 
Lake  Bird  Refuge,  Ark,,  during  the  hunting  season.  She  ijrater  has  risen  at 
this  reservation  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  too  deep  for  the  uucks, 
other 'than  the  deep  water  divers,  to  feed  there. 

Tail  "C.  'Barnes,  assistant  forester  in  charge  of  grazing  in  the  Forest 
Service',  G-len  A,  Smith,  assistant  district  forester,  and  Tlieodore  Shoemaker, 
in  charge  of  the  Office  of  .Public  Relations  of  the  Missoula  of f ice , visited  th^s 
Bison  Range, Mont.,  on  October  I5.  Vilarden  Frank  H.  Rose  of  the  Bison  Range, 
with  his  assistants,  corralled  ^2?  buffalo  on  October  I6  and  I7  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  those  to  be  disposed  of  aS  surplus  stock,  A  large  number  have 
since  been  turned  back  on  the  range. 

Warden  George  M.  Benson,  of  the  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Refuge,  Oreg.  ,  reports 
that  several  thousand  swans  feeding  on  the  lake  were  keeping  large  areas  free 
from  ice. 

The  sincere  sympathy  of  thie  members  of  the  Bureau  is  extended  to  Elton 
C.  Hotchkiss,  of  the  Winona,  Minn.,  office,  in  the  death  of  his  fathar,  which 
occurred  at  Falconer,  H.  Y.  ,  on  October  31* 

MIGRATDRYu-BIRD  mEATY  AHD  lACEY  ACTS 

The  Government  motorboat  Canvas  back  is  now  being  used  for  patrol  duty 
on  Back  Bay,  Va, ,  under  the  supervision  of  John  E,  Barnes,  of  Horfolk,  Va, , 
who  has  been  appointed  temporarily  as  United  States  game  warden,  effective 
No'vember  1. 

Zadock  G,  Forbes,  of  Poplar  Branch,  IT.C. ,  was  appointed  temporarily 
as  United  States  game  warden,  effective  November  I6.  He  will  patrol  Currituck 
So’ond  in  his  personally  ovmed  motorboat. 

United  States  Game  Warden  John  Q.  Holmes,  of  Orleans,  Nebr.  ,  reports 
that  the  recent  cold  spell  the  country  has  broxight  a  wronderful  flight  of 

ducks  and  other  waterfowl  to  Eebraska. 

United  States  Beputy  Game  Warden  James  W.  Stuber,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
wrote  the  Bureau  on  October  26  regarding  a  very  unusual  flight  of  Canada  geese, 
as  well  as  mallard  and  pintail  ducks,  through  central  Ohio  on  October  20  and 
21.  Thousands  of  Canada  geese  swept  down  over  Ohio,  co\ering  a  belt  about 
a  hundred  miles  wide  and  extending  to  Celina  at  Lake  St.  Marys  in  Mercer 
County  in  fte  western  part  of  the  State,  to  Newark  and  Fuckeye  Lake  in  Licking 
County  to  the  east,  the  center  of  the  flight  seeming  to  be  down  the  Scioto 
River  through  Columbus,  where  the  largest  numbers  of  both  geese  and  ducks  were 
reported..  Mr.  Stuber  states  that  it  was  undoubtedly  the  la.rgest  fliaht  that 
has  passed  through  Columbus  at  one  time  in  I5  years. 
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Cases  He  ported  for  Prosecution  _  Reports  Received  Daring  OctoHer 


ferden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Same  ie  r 

3 

-  Missouri 

Hilling  hrant  in  close  season 

Birsch,  Haynes** 

1 

Berth  Carolina 

Possessing  a  wood  duck 

Bloxsom,  Wiley** 

1 

Delaware 

Hilling  a  night hawk 

Charlton 

1 

Indiana 

Hilling  ducks  in  close  season 

Farnham 

1 

Hew  York 

Hilling  a  heron 

Holmes,  Varley* 

1 

IJehraska 

Killing  avocets 

Perry 

5 

Tenne  ssee 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

II 

2 

II 

Killing  nighthawks 

Riddick 

2 

Texas 

Killing  nighthawks 

Riddick,  Smothers* 

2 

IT 

Killing  sandpipers 

Riddick,  Rid-:;?/ay** 

2 

rr 

Killing  doves  in  close  season  and 

sandpipers 

Roahen,  Pi die r* 

1 

Illincis 

Killing  a  wood  chuck 

II  ir 

2 

n 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

Sc  ho  Her* 

2 

II 

Possessing  gretes 

Shaver 

1 

Wisconsin 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Smith 

1 

Hew  Hampshire 

Possessing  a  loon 

Steele 

1 

Iowa 

Possessing  a  wood  duck 

II 

1 

II 

Killing  a  wood  duck 

II 

n 

ri 

Possessing  flickers 

Whitehead 

-  1 

Georgia 

Killing  a.  dove  in  close  season 

Whitehead,  Maghee* 

1 

II 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

II  n 

3 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

hi  t ehe  ad ,  Bar  t  le  2,^* 

2 

II 

Killing  do\^s  in  close  season 

Whitehead,  Woods** 

1 

11 

Killing  a  night  hawk 

Whitehead,  Hewsom** 

1 

11 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

Warden 

Case  s 

Case  s 

State 

Terminated 

Violation 

Pine 

Beloat,*  Ehlers* 

3 

Indiana 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each 

Bloxsom, 

1 

Virginia 

Hunting  ducks  from  motorboat 

$50  . 

Derricks  on** 
Bloxsom,  Jester* 

2 

Maryland 

Killing  sandpipers 

$25  each  and 

Charlton,  Stone* 

1 

Michigan 

Shooting  ducks  before  sunrise 

costs 

$50 

Charlton 

1 

Indiana 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Ehlers,*  Tilton** 

1 

11 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$1 

y  Randall** 

E  hie  r  s* ,  Lamphan  *  * 

1 

n 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Heller* 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

Mushhach ,  Jo  ne  s* 

3 

Ho. Caro linaSe  1  ling  waterfowl 

$20  each 

IT  II 

1 

11 

Selling  waterfowl  and  shipping 

$20 

11  II 

1 

II 

geese  in  excess  of  weekly  limit 
Selling  ducks 

$10 

Pacetti 

1 

Plorida 

Hunting  ducks  prior  to  half  an 

$5 

Perry 

s 

Tenne  ssee 

hour  before  sunrise 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$20  each 

Riddick 

1 

Arkansas 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$10 
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Riddick  .  3 

Roahen,  Shai/f*  2 

n  '  II  1 

Roahen,  Charlton  2 

Roahen  3 

Roahen  1 

Slaver,  Rank=^*  1 

Steele  1 

«  .  _  1 

Shitehead*.  ...  3 

J,5.Ro?7land* 


Texas 


Illinois 

ti 


Minnesota 

Io?7a 

n 


Zilling  du.cks  after  svinset 


1  day  each  in  exist ody 
of  the  marshal 

ducks  after  sunset  $15  each  and  costs 
a  hittern  $15  and  costs 

ducks  in  close  season$50  ea,ch 
ducks  after  sunset  $15  each  and  costs 
ducks  prior  to  ha.lf  $15  and  costs 


Killing 
Killing 
Killing 
Killing 
Killing 
an  hour  "before  sunrise 
Killing  a  tern 


$10 


$15  and  costs 


Possessing  flickers 

Shooting  at  snipe  after  sunset5l0  and  costs 
So. Carolina  Killing  V700d  diicks  $10  each 


*  U.  S,  Deputy  Game  "Warden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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Office  of  the  3hief  of  Bureau 
December  JiO ,  1925 

10  ;j^L  HDBDDKS  OB  1H3  SOEYEY: 

The  seasorDs  greetings.  Once  a 
month  our  widel.g  scattered  forces  are  in 
a  sense  brought  togeuber  through  the  pages 
of  THE  SUT.VHY,  At  the  doss  of  the  gear, 
eud  incidentally  of  the  sixth  year  of  our 
house-organ,  I  am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  , 
this  medium  to  express  m.y  a'xreciation  of 
your  faithuul  and  varied  services.  I  v/ish, 
all  of  you  and  the  members  of  your  families 
A  Hapnj^  Ne'j  Year* 


Sincerely  yc^urs, 


Association  uas  held  in  Nen  York  City  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel,  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  December  7  and  8.  The  folloning  members  renresenting  the  Bureau 
nere  in  attendance:  Y.  C.  Henderson,  Dr.  A.  H.  Pisher,  S.  A.  G-old-uan,  . 
Talbott  Denmead.,  and  flerbert  L.  Stoddard,  In  the  absence  of  Doctor  Helson, 
kr .  Henderson  read  his  paper  on  "The  I'Te’7  Alaska  G-ame  Bill";  Hr.  Goldman 
spoke  on  "Surplus  G-ame,  a  Problem  in  Administration";  and  Hr.  Steddard  on 
"Progress  of  the  Cooperative  Q,uai^-  Investigation  in  Georgia,"  S.  P.  H'ooley, 
a.  United  States  deputy  game  v/arden  from  Kentucky  also  gave  an  interesting 
talk  on  game- lav  enforcement.  The  conference  vas  concluded  on  the  evening 
01  BecemDer  S  vith  a  banquet  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel,  uiicli  vas  attended  by 
all  the  Bureau  representatives. 
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A-  IZ.  FisLsr  and  Dr. 
of  the  Dooi'i«  and  Eroclrett  Cl'fo , 
December  21. 


T.  3.  Palmer  attended  the  a^inual  dinner 
at  the  Univerr'i  t;,'  O'! do,  Dev-  iork  oi'/y,  ‘^n 


Dr.  Stephan  Sondek,  assistant  zcolrgist  at  the  Institute  ol  the^ 
College  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  at  Brno ,  Czeohcslo  yak  la,  visited  ox  ices  o 
the  Bureau  about  the  middle  of  Ilcvember,  and  expx-essed  himself  as  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  our  methods  of  recording  and  assembling  data,  part icular j.y  on  i/^ie 
habits  and  distribution  of  birds  and  mammals. 


The  folloY/ing  publications  of  the  Bureau  were  issued  in  pecembcr? 

"Re-oort  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,"  by  Doctor  Nelson.  Released 
December  1, 

"How  to  Attract  Birds  in  !Torthe?,stern  United  States,"  "by  •  L-  McAtee.  rarmers 
Bulletin  621;  revised,  November,  1925;  received,  December  21. 

Manus cr ip tshave  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows: 


Ashbrook,  Frank  G.  "Cooperative  Effort  in  the  Fur  Industry"  and  "Harvesting 
Fox  Pelts.'’ 

Jev/ett,  Stanley  G.  "The  Prairie  Falcon  (Falco  mexicanus)  in  the  Willamette 
Dailey,  Oregon." 

McAtee,  V/,  L.  "Vernacular  Names  for  Insects." 

Murie,  Glaus  J.  "The  Porcupine  in  Northern  Alaska." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "The  Migration  of  North  American  Birds  (tine  S’^iits)"  and 
"October  and  November  Birds  at  I.'ashington. " 

Palmer,  L.  J.  'Alaska  Lichens,  Their  Occurrence  and  Grazing  Value." 

Palmer,  T.  S.  "Deer  Hunting  in  1925-" 

Silver,  James.  "The  Modern  Builder,  ixrch  Enemy  of  the  Eat." 

BIOLOGICAL  INlklSTTGATICNS 

Theo.  PI.  Scheffer,  in  the  course  of  his  field  work  on  ground  oguirrels 
and  other  mammals,  during  November  collected  many  notes  on  the  efiects  of 
the  past  two  years'  open  season  in  beavers,  on  which  he  will  later  prepare 
a  report. 

Dr,  W.  p,  Taylor  has  continued  work  in  cooperation  with  E.  E.  Horn 
and  D.  E,  Gorsuch  on  the  relation  of  porcupines  to  the  forest.  He  has 
also  been  engaged  on  the  renort  on  the  Birds  of  Washington,  and  on 
biological  work  on  Wing  Mountain  Mesa,  and  in  inspecting  the  e:-cperimental 
quadrats  on  the  Santa  Rita  Reserve. 

Dr.  Brooke  Nicholls,  of  Melbourne  University,  Australia,  visited 
offices  of  Biological  Investigations  early  in  ITovemDer,  He  was  especially 
i'uterested  in  the  B’oreau's  methods  of  collecting  and  recording  data  on  the 
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distribution  and  habits  of  inamnnals  and  in  the  graphic  presentation  of 
their  ranges,  and.  plans,  to  anply  these  methods  in  v/or]dng  out  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  mammals  3n  Australiac  He  was  given  a  sample  distribu.tion  map  of 
an  American  fur-bearer,  to  illustrate  the  methods  of  the  B’ui’eaua 

Notable  additions  to  the  m.aiijmal  collection  during  No''''ember  included 
an  interesting  specimen  of  bear  from,  the  lava  beds  of  Oregon,  received  from 
Dr.  C.  Hart  Ivierriam  (who  was  the  first  chief  of  the  Biological  Survey); 
specimens  of  caribou,  and  mountain  sheep  from  British  Colum.bia,  presented 
by  John  M.  Holzv/crth,  of  Nev/  Yo.rk;  and  skins  and  skulls  of  a  peculiar  race 
of  grizzly  from  the  Delta  River  region  of  A.laska,  collected  and  presented 
by  Dr.  Theodore  Lyman,  of  Cambridge,  Liass. 

ilLASlIii  INVEST  IGAT  IONS 

Ernest  P,  Walker,  administra,tive  officer  for  A.laska  and  member  of  the 
Alaska  Game  Commission,  has  renorted  the  wreck  of  the  Bureau^  s  power  boat 
Marten,  during  a  severe  stor.m  at  ITikiska  No.  2,  in  Kasilcf  Lake,  with  a  loss 
that  will  reach  approximately  $1,5^0.  A  sud.cen  change  of  the  wind,  made  it 
necessary  to  hoist  anchor  and  rnaice  ready  to  deuart  when  the  collar  on  the 
clutch  snapped  and  left  the  boat  and  its  crew  of  three  at  the  rriercy  of  the 
Av^ves.  In  spite  of  every  effort  made  to  sa^e  't,'the  boat  i/as  vrashed  up 
on  the  rocky  shore,  where  it  vias  pounded  so  severely  that  it  w^as  scon  a 
total  wreck.  The  crew  managed  to  get  ashore  safely.  Since  J'ane  23,  192^, 
the  Marten  ha.s  been  doing  patrol  ’.vork  in  the  Cook  Inlet  region,  'ander  command 
of  Game  vVarden  A.  H.  Hardy,  of  Anchorage.  It  v/as  strongly  built,  30  feet  in 
length  at  the  water  line,  of  9  1-2  .foot  beam,  had  a'  registered  depth  of  3 
feet  8  inches,  and  was  equipped  with  a  5-horsepower  m.otor,  \.uth  a  speed  of 
6  miles  an  hour*  Unless  funds  can  be  provided  to  replace  the  boat,  the  work 
of  enforcing  the  game  and  fur  laws  in  the  Cook  Inlet  region  \7ill  be  seriously 
crippled. 

ECONOMIC  IIU7ESTIGATI0NS, 

E,  E.  Horn,  of  the  Extermination  i/Iethods  Project,  T/ith  headquarters 
at  Denver,  Colo*,  cejne  to  Vi/ashington  early  in  December  for  a  short  period 
during  w/hich  he  will  be  engaged  on  special  problems  in  the  use  of  poisons 
for  the  destruction  of  injurious  animals. 

We  ere  glad  to  report  tha.t  George  E.  Holman,  leader  of  predatory 
animal  work  in  Utah,  has  recovered  sufficiently  fro.m  his  recent  accident, 
and  the  operations  made  necessary  by  it,  to  resume  his  duties. 

Work  on  cooperative  projects  in  predatory  animaA  control,  among 
stockmen  and  county  officials  continues  actively  in  Oregon,  An  additm.onal 
project  was  started  in  Dougla.s  County  during  t.he  vast  month  v/ith  funds 
provided  jointly  by  the  State  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Board,  Douglas  County, 
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and  the  stoclocen.  One  of  our  regular  hunt  err  and  Assistant  Inspector 
Williams  are  getting  the  \7ork  well  I'ndcr  wa.y^  LivoGtock  men  generally 
throughout  the  State  are  fiurnishing  bait  niaterial,  and  in  numerous  cases 
men  also  to  assist  in  the  poisoning  operai-ions . 

During  the  early  part  of  November,  a  dog  belonging  to  Hujiter  Grant 
Nelson, of  Kiigstath  County,  Oregon,  was  bitten  by  a  rabid  coyote- and  later 
developed  symptoms  of  rabies  and  bit  the  small  son  of  Mr.  Nelson,  The 
dog  was  killed  and  the  boy  given  the  Pasteur  treatment.  Through  proiirpt 
action  of  Hunter  Nelson,  a  n'umber  of  stray  dogs  in  the  conmrurmty  were 
immediately  killed,  and  there  have  been  no  additional  signs  of  rabies  in 
that  section. 

At  a  ranch  near  Arpan,  Butte  County,  South  Dakota,  coyotes  recently 
killed  102  turkeys,  the  average  value  of  which,  ranch-dressed,  has  been 
about  $4, 

The  one-man  noisoning  campaign  on  the  Cherry  Creek  Divisicn  of  the 
Cheyenne  Indian  Reservation  in  Ziebach  County,  S.  Dak,,  is  turning  out  to 
be  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  pi-eces  of  v’ork  under  way  at  this  time, 
v;rites  Louis  IZnowles,  predatory  animal  lea.der  of  that  State, 

On  a  recent  visit  by  Mr.  IZnowles  to  the  ITiobara  Reservation,  near 
Valentine,  Nebr.,  it  was  found  that  coyotes  vere  digging  under  the  game 
fence  about  the  antelope  pasture.  Poison  stations  v/ere  a-t  once  placed 
at  several  points  on  tZie  resei-'^ation. 

D.  A,  Gilchrist,  leader  of  rodent  control,  in  cconeration  with  the 
Sovtension  Service,  University  of  Arizona,  reports  a  great  increase  in  the 
work  this  year,  due  to  the  fact  that  more  and  more  people  are  learning 
that  it  pays  to  control  rodents.  Tlie  stockmen  of  the  State  nav  realise 
that  they  have  more  than  5 » 1 000  acres  cf  grazing  land  in  the  State 
that  are  only  17  per  cent  efficient,  as  it  has  bee-n  proved  that  the 
prairie  dogs  are  destroying  6}  per  cent,  or  324  pcinds  of  grass  to  the 
acre.  The  stockmen  also  have  found  that  rodents  can  be  controlled  for 
only  5  cents  an  acre  and  that  they  can  be  replaced  with  v'alaa.ble  live¬ 
stock,  In  fact  one  wool-gi'ower  lias  placed  6,000  more  sheen  on  the  range 
after  killing  the  prairie  dogs  and  he  now  has  more  feed  than  e'V’er.  Many 
stocinnen  who  thought  that  the  prairie  dogs  could  not  be  controlled  now 
see  that  tiie  indents  have  been  entermiraced  from  Cochise,  Graham,  and 
uila  Counties,  and  have  placed  rodent  control  first  on  the  list  of  tZieir 
range  improvement  programs, 

A  successful  campaign  against  rats  v;as  conducted  by  Messrs,  Laythe 
and  Green  during  Nove-mber  at  Elore-nce  and  Canon  City,  Coio.,  in  coc^peration 
with  the  county  agent.  Preliminary  taZ.ks  were  gi-\7cn  before  both  city 
co-uncils,  where  also  plans  and  methods  of  the  campaigns  were  discussed. 

Ea.ch  city  ordered  5O  pounds  of  barium  carbonate  and  a  number  of  traps. 
Posters  \7ere  put  up  in  both  cities  and  the  Department’s  rat  film  was 
used  at  motion  picture  theaters. 
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Concidorable  srccoss  at  -ended  various  rat  clesnr-up  drives  in 
Portland  last  month,  accordin;^  to  inforraation  received  from  I,iJ.  Gabrielson, 
State  leader  in  rodent  control.  On  one  street  several  spectacular  drives 
were  staged  in  buildings  which  had  been  rat  proofed.  In  one  instance  the 
killing  of  130  rats  in  a  few  minutes  aroused  keen  interest  and  made  it 
easy  to  follow  up  the  work  With  poisoning  and  other  methods. 

Mr,  Gabrielson  also  states  that  with  the  growth  of  the  balb  industry 
in  western  Oregon,  increasing  calls  for  assistance  in  controlling  moles  and 
pocket  gophers  are  being  received.  The  mole  problem  promises  to  be  one  of 
very  great  importance  to  people  engaged  in  this  business.  Pocket  gophers 
are  more  easily  controlled  than  moles,  and  methods  of  applying  calcium 
cyanide  in  control  of  the  latter  will  again  be  tried  out  this  winter. 

POOD  IL4BITS  HESEARCH 

C,  C.  Sperry  visited  the  Back  Bay  section  of  Virginia  and  Gnrrituck 
Sound,  North  Carolina,  from  December  1  to  5.  taking  a  census  of  tne  wild- 
fov/1  of  those  waters,  particularly  swans-  Large  n''mr.bers  of  swans,  Canada 
geese,  snow  geese,  and  several  species  of '  ducks  ’v^ere  noted  in  that  region. 

On  the  following  week  h'r.  Sperry,  in  comoany  with  Captain  Creighton  of  the 
"Curlew"  and  United  States  Game  hardens  Parnliam  and  Pingley,  made  a  trip 
down  the  Potomac  and  along  the  western  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay  as  far  north 
as  the  Susquehanna  Plats,  Pully  o,500  swans  were  seen  on  this  trip,  the 
greatest  number  being  on  the  Susquehanna  Plats. 

Po  LI.  Uhler,  assisted  by  United  Spates  Game  Warden  S,  V.  Visart, 
spent  December  7  and  S  in  p.arts  of  Arkansas  collecting  data  on  the  bird 
and  plant  life  of  an  area  What  has  been  suggested  as  suitable  for  a  Pederal 
bird  reservation. 

H.  L,  Stoddard,  who  attended  and  addressed  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Game  Conference  at  New  York  December  9-10,  stooped  in  Washington 
on  his  return  trip  and  also  at  the  Virginia  State  Game  Parm  at  Boulevard,  Va. 

0.  0,  Handley  also  inspected  the  Virginia  Game  Parm,  afterward 
visiting  the  Washington  office  on  December  l4  and  I5  to  confer  with  those 
in  the  laboratory  concerning  ^natters  of  stomach  examination  in  connection 
with  his  studies  of  the  food  of  q^^ail  in  Georgia. 

PUP  RESOURCES 

Mr.  Ashbrook  visited  the  Experimental  Pur  Farm  at  Sa-ratoga  Springs, 
December  12  to  I3,  to  examine  the  foxes  to  be  retained  as  breeders.  .Ai’ter 
the  final  culling  was  made  fifteen  pairs  were  kept,  A  number  cf  the  foxes 
previously  culled  were  pelted. 


TEE  SUR^/EY 


-  6  - 


Eecernlier,  1925 


Doctor  Hanson  arranged  for  the  purchase  of  a  fine  pair  of  silver-fox 
pups  on  November  27,  making  tv/o  pairs  purchased  for  "breeding  purposes  this 
year.  There  are  now  three  pairs  of  pure-hred  silver  foxes  on  the  farm, 

D.  Monroe  Green  returned  to  headquarters  on  December  22  and  reports 
a  successful  meeting  of  the  American  Rabbit  and  Cavy  breeders*  Association, 
at  Colorado  Springs,  Golo^,  December  4,  He  has  teen  gathering  information 
on  rabbitries  on  the  west  coast  and  states  that  this  business  is  carried 
on  there  extensively,  A  number  of  breeders  have  donated  rabbits  to  be 
used  in  the- studies  being,  carried  or.  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm, 

GA^ffi  AND  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Three  yearling  buffalo,  one  bull  and  two  cows,  were  shipped  from 
V/ind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  South  Dakota,  receiitly  to  a  pri''’-ate  nurchaser 
at  York,  Pa.  It  is  reported  that  the  animals  were  met  at  the  station  at 
York  by  thousands  of  people,  and  that  one  of  the  cov/s  was  on  exhibition 
for  a  day  or  two  at  a  local  theatre. 

Thirty-three  elk,  a  part  of  the  sumlus  animals  in  the  herd  at  the 
V<ind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  were  shiuped  on  November  ?6  to  the  Elk  Breeding 
and  Grazing  Association  at  Middleboro,  Mass, 

Three  buffalo  ca-lves,  one  male  and  two  females,  have  been  shipped 
from  the  National  Bison  Range  to  Fond  du  Lac,  V.'is,,  for  the  city  park  at 
that  pla.ce. 

The  past  season* s  elk  calf  crop  at  Niobrara  Reservation  is  reported 
to  number  17 . 

A  grass  fire  which  started  northwest  of  Niobra.ra  Reservation  on 
November  21  and  approached  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  north  pa..st‘'are 
was  fought  by  the  warden  and  other  residents  of  the  vicinity  and  brought 
under  control  before  night. 

Early  in  December,  Warden  Al.mer  p.  Nelson,  of  the  Elk  Refuge, 
estimated  that  there  were  approximately  1,000  elk  on  the  Refuge  and  ad¬ 
jacent  ranches, 

A  new  50-foot  flag  pole,  set  in  concrete  and  surmounted  by  gold- 
colored  ball,  has  been  erected  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Elk  Refuge. 

George  U,  Benson,  warden  of  the  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation, 
Oregon,  reports  that  on  an  insnection  trip  ever  the  refuge  late  in  Novem¬ 
ber  he  found  along  the  shore  of  one  island  about  10,000  dead  ducks,  end 
thou.gxit  there  "v/ould.  probably  be  about  ^0,000  dead  over  the  entire  lalie 
area.  He  secured  four  mallards  that  were  too  weak  to  resist  capture  and 
placed  them  in  pens,  and  efuer  caring  for  them  for  several  weeks  banded 
and  liberated  them. 
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Charlos  ilr  Conner,  warden  of  Concorrall^  Bird  Reservation,  Wash¬ 
ington,  states  that  very  f_e’</  docks  have  heen  in  the  ■''icrnity  of  the  refuge 
for  several  nonths^  There  has  been  nlenty  of  open  water  along. the  creeks 
and  marshes  but  the  wa,terfowl  did  not  stay  as  last  year..  There  is  a 
scarcity  of  feed  for  land  birds  throughout  this  district,  and  nongame 
birds  are  fev/er  in  numbers  at  this  time  of  the  year  than  at  any  time  in 
the  memory  of  the  warden.  He  is  feeding  wheat  to  a  few  Chinese  T)heasants 
and  some  Hungarian  partridges  remaining  on  the  refuge. 

The  largest  flight  of  Canada  geese  seen  in  years  in  the  section 
about  the  Belle  Eourche  Bird  Refuge,  South  Dakota,  was  reported  lately 
by  the  warden.  At  one  time  2,500  geese  were  .on  the  lake  and  also  Inundreds 
of  mallards . 

Best  wishes  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Wilson,  who  were 
married  on  Novenber  29.  Mr.  'Wilson  is  warden  of  the  Belle  Eoui’che  Bird 
Reservation, 

MIGRATORY  BIRD  TREATY  TED  LACEY  ACTS 

The  annuad  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board,  Migratory  Bird  Treaty 
Act,  Was  held  at  the  Cosmos  Club,  Washington,  D.  C,,  on  December  10,  'with 
17  members  in  attendance . 

Great  n-ombers  of  ducks  are  to  be  found  on  the  potornac  River  below 
Washingtono  A  member  of  the  'Bureau  who  recently  made  a  day’s  observation 
trip  down  the  river  stated  that  there  v;ere  more  ducks  on  that  stream  than 
be  had  ever  before  seen.  He  estimated  conservatively  that  he  savr  100,000 
birds  during  the  day.  About  5CtOOO  of  ohem  were  lesser  scaups,  50v0C0 
canvasbacks,  and  5.000  redheads,  I.^allards  and  bla*.ck  ducks  also  v^'ere 
plentiful,  and  gadwalls,  old  sqna.v/s,  ruddy  ducks,  and  Canada  g  "^se  were 
seen. 

An  order  was  issued  by  the  Acting  Secreta.rj'’  on  December  3.  permitting 
any  person,  ^7hen.  authorised  by  a  permit  issued  by  the  Secretar^^  of  .Agriculture 
and  countersigned  by  the  chief  official,  in  charge  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
fish  and  game  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  to  kill,  by  shooting, 
merganser  dcacks  in  California  when  found  to  be  inj'orious  to  valuable  game 
f  ish. 

.Fifteen  persons  were  auprehended  by  'uVarden  Holmes  on  Hovenber  2^  and 
25 >  1925,  at  Scottsbluff,  Hebr,,  for  hunting  v/i Id  ducks  after  sunset.  The 
prosecutions,  all  of  which  were  in  State  court,  resulted  in  fines  totaling 
$225  and  costs  of  $72.55^  One  other  offender  prosecuted  for  hunting  with¬ 
out  a  license.  v;as  fined  $15  and  costs  of  $^!-,85. 

Miss  iviary  O’Brien,  one  of  our  stenographers,  had  the  misfortune  to 
fall  and  break  a  bone  ip  her  right  wrist  recently. 
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On  October  12  a  true  bill  of  indictment  charging  assault  V7ith  intent 
to  murder  United  States  Game  Wardens  Rcaiien  and  Charlton  was  re'cnmed  07 
the  grand  jury  at  Virginia,  HI.,  against  Ferrill,  Ferry  and  Floyd  Lane, 
according  to  information  received  by  the  Bureau.  These  parties  ha’^e  been 
arrested  butare  now  at  liberty  wonder  a  bond  of  $2,000  each.  It  is  probable 
that  the  cases  will  be  brought  to  trial  at  an  early  date. 

The  maximum  fine  of  $500  for  a  violation  of  the  migratory-bird 
treaty  act  was  assessed  against  William  F.  Taubel  in  Federal  court  at 
Trenton,  N.J.,  on  December  lb,  the  charge  being  killing  wild  ducks  after 
sunset.  This  was  the  third  time  this  offender  had  been  arraigned  in  Federal 
court  for  a  violation  of  the  game  law..  United  States  Game  VJpirden  F.  K, 
Hilliard,  of  Fleasantville ,  H.  J»,  and  State  Fish  and  Game  Y^arden  Ernest 


S.  Fierce,  of  Han 

ahawkin,  H.  J. ,  obtained  the  evidence  in  this  case. 

Gases 

Terminated  -  Reports  Received  during  Kovember, 

Wardens 

Cases  State 

Violation 

Fine 

Birsch 

3  Virginia 

Killing  sandpipers 

$25  each 

Bloxsom; 

Steve  ns 

1  " 

Trapping  duexs 

$100 

Heller* 

1  Missouri 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$25 

Facetti 

3  Florida 

Hunting  ducks  before  half  an 

$b  each 

hour  before  sunrise 

Riddick; 

Lewis** 

1  Texas 

Selling  and  serving  ducks 

$25 

Shaver ; 

Kelsey 

1  ...owa 

Possessing  ducks  in  close 

$10 

season 

Shaver ; 

Furdum** 

3  Minnesota 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

$10  each 

Smith'  f 

Gley** 

2  Maine 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each 

Visart ; 

Thompson** 

2  Arkansas 

Illegal  interstate  shipment 

$20  each 

of  ducks 

Visart 

2  " 

Hunting  dacks  from  airplane 

$15  each 

Cases  Reported  fer  F 

"osecuticn 

Warden 

Cases  State 

Violation 

Birsch 

3  Virginia 

Killing  sandpipers 

Bloxsom; 

Stevens** 

1  <■ 

Trapping  ducks 

Brown* 

1  Alabamia 

Killing  woodpeckers 

Farnham; 

Hilliard 

2  Hew  York 

Hunting  ducks  after  sur^^et 

£ 

Hilliard;  Degroff***  3  ti 

Hunting  ducks  after  sue  set 

Hoffraan; 

dy ;  * 

2  Alaorma 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  sea 

son 

Armstrong-^* 


December,  1923 


'I,HE  SURVEY 


-  9 


Cases 


Reported  for  Prosecution  (Cont*d) 


Warden 


Cases  State 


Violation 


I  Hoffman;  Doggrell* 
i  Kelsey 
I  Perry 
‘  Riddick 

Riddick;  Han^e* 

(I  II 

II  If 


q 

3 

1 

o 

C 

3 

1 

2 


Riddick;  Speckles*  2 

Scholler*  1 

Sciioller*  1 

"  3 

Steele  2 

I  Steel;  Hough**  1 

Walker*  2 


*  U.  S«  Deputy  Game  Warden 

**  State  deputy  game  \7arden 
[  ***  Deputy  sheriff 


Alabama 
So .  Dakota 
Mississippi 
•Texas 

II 

II 

It 

II 

Illinois 

ti 

II 

Nebraska 

Ioi7a 

Maryland 


.Killing  doi^es  in  close  season 
H’anting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
Possessing  doves  in  close  season 
Possessing  doves  in  close  season 
Possessing  a  grebe 
Possessing  ducks  and  doves  in 
close  season 

Possessing  Bartramian  sandpipers 
(upland  plover) 

Possessing  a  flicker 
Possessing  a  sandpiper 
Possessing  grebes 
Killing  swallows 
Possessing  a  sandpiper 
Possessing  turnstones  and  sander- 
lings 


n 

1 


i 

.M 


t 

I 


i 


■  » 

.V 

■.'  'A 


